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Law on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone of
25 February 1992

The Law on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone of the People's Republic of China, adopted at the
24th meeting of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress on 25 February 1992.

Article 1

This law is formulated in order to enable the People's Republic of China (PRC) to exercise its sovereignty over
its territorial sea and its rights to exercise control over its contiguous zone, and to safeguard State security as well as
its maritime rights and interests.

Article 2

The PRC's territorial sea refers to the waters adjacent to its territorial land.

The PRC's territorial land includes the mainland and its offshore islands, Taiwan and the various affiliated
islands including Diaoyu Island, Penghu Islands, Dongsha Islands, Xisha Islands, Nansha (Spratly) Islands and other
islands that belong to the People's Republic of China.

The PRC's internal waters refer to the waters along the baseline of the territorial sea facing the land.

Article 3

The extent of the PRC's territorial sea measures 12 nautical miles from the baseline of the territorial sea.  The
PRC's baseline of the territorial sea is designated with the method of straight baselines, formed by joining the various
base points with straight lines.

The outer limit of the PRC's territorial sea refers to the line, every point of which is at a distance of 12 nautical
miles from the nearest point of the baseline of the territorial sea.

Article 4

The PRC's contiguous zone refers to the waters that are outside of, but adjacent to, its territorial sea.  The
extent of the contiguous zone has a width of 12 nautical miles.

The outer limit of the PRC's contiguous zone is a line, every point of which has a nearest distance of 24
nautical miles from the baseline from which the territorial sea is measured.

Article 5

The People's Republic of China exercises sovereignty over its territorial sea and the airspace over the
territorial sea, as well as its seabed and subsoil.

Article 6

Non-military foreign ships enjoy the right of innocent passage through the territorial sea of the People's
Republic of China according to law.
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To enter the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China, foreign military ships must obtain permission
from the Government of the People's Republic of China.

Article 7

While passing through the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China, foreign submarines and other
underwater vehicles shall navigate on the surface of the sea and show their flags.

Article 8

While passing through the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China, foreign ships shall abide by the
laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China and shall not impair the peace, security and good order of the
People's Republic of China.

Foreign nuclear-powered ships and other ships carrying nuclear, toxic or other dangerous substances must
carry certain documents and observe special precautionary measures when they pass through the territorial sea of the
People's Republic of China.

The Government of the People's Republic of China has the right to adopt all necessary measures to prevent
and stop the passage of a ship which is not innocent through its territorial sea.

Foreign ships which violate the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China shall be dealt with
according to law by relevant departments of the People's Republic of China.

Article 9

To ensure the safety of navigation and satisfy other requirements, the Government of the People's Republic of
China may require foreign ships passing through its territorial sea to use the designated sea lane or prescribed traffic
separation scheme.  Concrete methods should be issued by the Government of the People's Republic of China or its
relevant responsible departments.

Article 10

The relevant responsible organs of the People's Republic of China shall have the right to order an immediate
eviction of foreign military ships or ships owned by foreign Governments and operated for non-commercial purposes
that violate the laws or regulations of the People's Republic of China while passing through the territorial sea of the
People's Republic of China.  Losses or damage caused shall be borne by the nations whose flag is being flown by the
ship in question.

Article 11

Any international, foreign organization, or individual who intends to conduct activities connected with
scientific research or marine survey shall first seek the consent of the People's Republic of China or its relevant
responsible departments and abide by the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China.

Whoever is found illegally entering the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China to conduct activities
connected with scientific research or marine survey in violation of the preceding provisions shall be dealt with by the
relevant organs of the People's Republic of China according to law.
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Article 12

Foreign aircraft may not enter the air above the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China unless they do
so in accordance with agreements or accords which the Governments of their countries have signed with the
Government of the People's Republic of China, or they have been approved or accepted by the Government of the
People's Republic of China or organs it has authorized.

Article 13

The People's Republic of China has the authority to exercise powers within its contiguous zone for the purpose
of preventing or punishing infringement of its security, customs, fiscal sanitary laws and regulations or entry-exit
control within its land territories, internal waters or territorial sea.

Article 14

When competent authorities of the People's Republic of China have good reasons to believe that a foreign ship
has violated the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China, they may exercise the right of hot pursuit.

The hot pursuit commences when the foreign ship, or one of its small boats, or other craft working as a team
and using the ship pursued as a mother ship is within the limits of the internal waters, territorial sea or contiguous
zone of the People's Republic of China.

If the foreign ships are in the contiguous zone of the People's Republic of China, the hot pursuit may proceed
only when the rights of the relevant laws and regulations set forth in article 13 above have been violated.

As long as the hot pursuit is not interrupted, it may continue outside the territorial sea of the People's Republic
of China or the contiguous zone.  The hot pursuit ceases as soon as the ship pursued enters the territorial sea of its
own country or of a third country.

The right of hot pursuit in this article is exercised by warships or military aircraft of the People's Republic of
China, or by ships or aircraft authorized by the Government of the People's Republic of China to that effect.

Article 15

The baseline of the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China shall be established by the Government of
the People's Republic of China.

Article 16

The Government of the People's Republic of China shall draw up relevant regulations in accordance with this
law.

Article 17

This law becomes effective upon promulgation.
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EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE AND CONTINENTAL SHELF ACT

(Adopted at the third session of the Standing Committee of
the Ninth National People's Congress, 26 June 1998)

Article 1

This Act is adopted with a view to safeguarding the sovereign rights and jurisdiction exercised by the People's
Republic of China over the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf and to protect China's maritime rights
and interests.

Article 2

The exclusive economic zone of the People's Republic of China is an area beyond and adjacent to the
territorial sea of the People's Republic of China extending to a distance of 200 nautical miles from the baselines from
which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured.

The continental shelf of the People's Republic of China comprises the seabed and subsoil of the submarine
areas that extend beyond its territorial sea throughout the natural prolongation of its land territory to the outer edge
of the continental margin, or to a distance of 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of the
territorial sea is measured where the outer edge of the continental margin does not extend up to that distance.

Conflicting claims regarding the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf by the People's Republic
of China and States with opposite or adjacent coasts shall be settled, on the basis of international law and in
accordance with the principle of equity, by an agreement delimiting the areas so claimed.

Article 3

In the exclusive economic zone the People's Republic of China shall exercise sovereign rights for the purpose
of exploring and exploiting, conserving and managing the natural resources of the waters superjacent to the seabed
and of the seabed and its subsoil, and with regard to other activities for the economic exploitation and exploration of
the zone, such as the production of energy from the water, current and winds.

The People's Republic of China shall have jurisdiction in the exclusive economic zone with regard to the
establishment and use of artificial islands, installations and structures; marine scientific research; and the protection
and preservation of the marine environment.

The natural resources of the exclusive economic zone referred to in this Act include living and non-living
resources.

Article 4

 The People's Republic of China shall exercise sovereign rights over the continental shelf for the purpose of
exploring it and exploiting its natural resources.
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The People's Republic of China shall have jurisdiction over the continental shelf with regard to the
establishment and use of artificial islands, installations and structures; marine scientific research; and the protection
and preservation of the marine environment.

The People's Republic of China shall have the exclusive right to authorize and regulate drilling on the
continental shelf for all purposes.

The natural resources of the continental shelf referred to in this Act consist of the mineral and other non-living
resources of the seabed and subsoil together with living organisms belonging to sedentary species, that is to say,
organisms which, at the harvestable stage, either are immobile on or under the seabed or are unable to move except
in constant physical contact with the seabed or the subsoil.

Article 5

 Any international organization, foreign organization or individual entering the exclusive economic zone of the
People's Republic of China to engage in fishery activities must have the approval of the competent authorities of the
People's Republic of China and comply with the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China and any
treaties or agreements concluded by the relevant States and the People's Republic of China.

The competent authorities of the People's Republic of China shall have the right to take any necessary
conservation and management measures to ensure that the living resources of the exclusive economic zone are not
endangered by over-exploitation.

Article 6

The competent authorities of the People's Republic of China shall have the right to conserve and manage the
straddling fish stocks, highly migratory fish stocks and marine mammals of the exclusive economic zone,
anadromous stocks originating in the rivers of the People's Republic of China and catadromous species that spend the
greater part of their life cycle in the waters of the People's Republic of China.

The People's Republic of China shall have the primary interest in anadromous stocks originating in China's
rivers.

Article 7

 Any international organization, foreign organization or individual engaging in the exploration or exploitation
of the natural resources of the exclusive economic zone or continental shelf of the People's Republic of China or to
carry out drilling in the continental shelf of the People's Republic of China must have the approval of the competent
authorities of the People's Republic of China and comply with the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of
China.

Article 8

The People's Republic of China shall have exclusive rights in the exclusive economic zone and the continental
shelf to establish and to authorize and regulate the establishment, operation and use of artificial islands, installations
and structures.

The People's Republic of China shall have exclusive jurisdiction over the artificial islands, installations and
structures in the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf, including jurisdiction with regard to customs,
fiscal, health, security and immigration laws and regulations.
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The competent authorities of the People's Republic of China shall have the right to establish safety zones
around the artificial islands, installations and structures in the exclusive economic zone and continental shelf in
which they may take appropriate measures to ensure the safety both of navigation and of the artificial islands,
installations and structures.

Article 9

Any international organization, foreign organization or individual engaging in marine scientific research in the
exclusive economic zone and continental shelf of the People's Republic of China must have the approval of the
competent authorities of the People's Republic of China and shall comply with the laws and regulations of the
People's Republic of China.

Article 10

The competent authorities of the People's Republic of China shall have the right to take the necessary
measures to prevent, reduce and control pollution of the marine environment and to protect and preserve the marine
environment of the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf.

Article 11

Any State, provided that it observes international law and the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of
China, shall enjoy in the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf of the People's Republic of China
freedom of navigation and overflight and of laying submarine cables and pipelines, and shall enjoy other legal and
practical marine benefits associated with these freedoms.  The laying of submarine cables and pipelines must be
authorized by the competent authorities of the People's Republic of China.

Article 12

The People's Republic of China may, in the exercise of its sovereign rights to explore, exploit, conserve and
manage the living resources of the exclusive economic zone, take such measures, including boarding, inspection,
arrest, detention and judicial proceedings, as may be necessary to ensure compliance with its laws and regulations.

In the event of a violation of the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China in the exclusive
economic zone or the continental shelf, the People's Republic of China shall have the right to take the necessary
investigative measures in accordance with the law and may exercise the right of hot pursuit.

Article 13

Rights enjoyed by the People's Republic of China in the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf that
are not stipulated in this Act shall be exercised in accordance with international law and the laws and regulations of
the People's Republic of China.

Article 14

The provisions of this Act shall not affect the historical rights of the People's Republic of China.

Article 15

The Government of the People's Republic of China may, in accordance with this Act, enact relevant regulations.
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Article 16

This Act shall enter into force on the date of promulgation.
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People’s Republic of China, Regulation on the Management of the Fishery Administrative Enforcement Vessels 
(2000)





Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, People’s Republic of China 

No. 33 

The Rules Governing the Management of Fishery Administrative Legal Enforcement 
Vessels of the People’s Republic of China was passed by the 6th standing committee meeting 
of the Ministry of Agriculture on 9 May 2000, and is hereby promulgated for implementation. 

Minister Chen Yao-bang             
13 June 2000 

     

Regulation on the Management of the Fishery Administrative  
Enforcement Vessels of the People’s Republic of China 

Article 1. In order to enhance the management of fishery administrative legal 
enforcement vessels, these Rules have been formulated pursuant to the requirements in laws 
and regulations such as the Fisheries Law of the People’s Republic of China.   

Article 2. In these Rules, fishery administrative legal enforcement vessels refer to 
specific official ships and boats used to implement administrative legal enforcement of 
fisheries by fishery administrative authorities of various levels, and are hereinafter referred to 
as fishery administrative vessels. 

Article 3. The construction of fishery administrative vessels shall be reviewed and 
approved. The fishery administrative vessels shall be registered. The coding and regulation of 
fishery administration vessels shall follow their unified systems. 

[…] 

Article 8. The fishery administrative vessels shall have unified outward colors and 
markings. The external body of fishery administrative vessels shall be white above the water 
line, the name of the vessel in black Song font Chinese characters shall be denoted on the two 
sides of the bow. Able fishery administrative vessels should denote the name of the vessel in 
red Song font Chinese characters, and at night this should be illuminated or there should be a 
light box for nighttime display. On the two sides of the smokestack or on the two sides of the 
bridge should be affixed with the logo of the Fishery Administration of China. 

[…] 

Article 10. The fishery administrative vessels’ outward colors, markings and the 
name “China Fishery Administration” shall not be changed without approval from the 
Administration of Fishery and Fishing Harbor Supervision of the People’s Republic of China. 
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People’s Republic of China, Marine Safety Administration, Rules on the Management of China Marine 
Surveillance’s Vessels Number and Logo (2000)





 

 

Rules Governing the Pennant Numbers and Logos of China Marine Surveillance 
Vessels 

Source: Ocean and Fishery Department of Fujian Province 

6 January 2009 9:15 AM […] 

General Provisions 

Article 1. These Rules were formulated in order to enhance management of Pennant 
numbers of China Marine Surveillance vessels and to regulate the usage of pennant numbers 
of China Marine Surveillance vessels.  

[…] 

Article 10. Pennant numbers of China Marine Surveillance vessels shall be comprised 
of the four Chinese characters of [中国海监] “China Marine Surveillance” and a serial 
number.  

Article 11. The China Marine Surveillance vessel serial numbers of branch bureaus of 
the State Oceanic Administration shall be comprised of two-digit Arabic numerals, with the 
first digit in the serial number being the water territory code (see Appendix 3), and the second 
digit being the vessel serial number. The full pennant number shall be “China Marine 
Surveillance XX.” 

Article 12. The China Marine Surveillance vessel serial numbers of provinces, special 
administrative regions and direct-controlled municipalities shall be comprised of four-digit 
Arabic numerals. The first and second numbers in the serial number shall be the codes of 
marine administration authorities of provinces, special administrative regions, and direct-
controlled municipalities (see Appendix 3), and the third and fourth digits shall be the vessel 
serial number. The full pennant number shall be “China Marine Surveillance XXXX.”  

Article 13. The working speedboats equipped on vessels of the China Marine 
Surveillance shall have serial numbers of their mother vessels plus “-X.” The Arabic number 
represents the serial number of the speedboat, to be arranged autonomously by the 
organization with jurisdiction over the China Marine Surveillance vessel. The entire pennant 
number would be “China Marine Surveillance XX-X” or “China Marine Surveillance 
XXXX-X.” 

Article 14. Pennant numbers of China Marine Surveillance vessels should be painted 
in accordance with requirements of the state vessel management authorities. The font of the 
“China Marine Surveillance” is the handwritten calligraphy font by Comrade Peng Zhen, and 
the size should be coordinated and proportionate to the size of the vessel and be pleasing to 
the eyes; the pennant number should be in a black font, and the size should be coordinated 
and proportionate to the size of the four characters for “China Marine Surveillance.” The 
pennant number font shall be black. 

Usage and application of the vessel logo 

Article 15. Vessels of the China Marine Surveillance should paint an image of the 
China Marine Surveillance logo on the smokestack. If the smokestack is smaller, the logo can 
be painted on another salient location on the vessel.  
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Article 16. Behind the “China Marine Surveillance” pennant number should be 
painted with the four sloping stripes of the China Marine Surveillance colors (color number 
PB05 Paint Film Color Standard Sample GSB G51001-94). The stripes begin from the upper 
edge of the bulwark, and extend downward to the designed water line, and are parallel to the 
stem; the four diagonal stripes slope toward the water line and the total width should be 1/20 
of the vessel length, while the width of each stripe is 1/7 of the total width, and the distance 
between each stripe is equal to its width; the front edge of the slopes is the same as the back 
edge of the “China Marine Surveillance” pennant number toward the direction of the water 
line and the total width of the stripes (see Appendix 4 for the sizing diagram). 

[…] 

Article 18. Vessels using the pennant numbers of China Marine Surveillance shall not 
change their appearance, color, and logo without the approval of China Marine Surveillance. 

[…] 
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People’s Republic of China, Ministry of Agriculture, Fishery Command Center, Regulations on Fishery 
Administrative Enforcement and Supervision (22 May 2009)





Regulations on Fishery Administrative Enforcement and Supervision 

(Trial Implementation) 

22 May 2009 10:55 AM   […] 

Issued by: Fishery Administration Commanding Center of the Ministry of Agriculture 

Document number: Nong Yu Fa No. [2009]16 

Issue date: 22 May 2009 

Implementation date: 22 May 2009 

In order to carry out the Guidelines for the Comprehensive Promotion of Law-Based 
Administration and the spirit of National Fishery Work Meeting, to gradually establish the 
hierarchical supervisory structure for fishery groups, and to further regulate the 
administrative law enforcement in the fishery industry to ensure the full execution of laws 
and regulations relating to fisheries, the Fishery Administration Commanding Center has 
promulgated the Provisions for Supervising Administrative Enforcement in Fisheries (Trial 
Implementation) pursuant to Implementation Opinions of the Ministry of Agriculture 
Regarding the Promotion of the Law Enforcement Responsibility System as well as actual 
conditions of administrative legal enforcement system for fisheries. It is hereby printed and 
distributed to you, please duly implement. 

 […] 

Article 1. In order to implement the administrative legal enforcement responsibility 
system for fisheries, enhance hierarchical supervision of administrative legal enforcement for 
fisheries, and to regulate the administrative legal enforcement actions for fisheries, these 
Provisions are hereby promulgated pursuant to requirements of laws and regulations such as 
the Law of the People’s Republic of China on Administrative Penalty and Fisheries Law of 
the People’s Republic of China. 

Article 2. The Ministry of Agriculture is the authority that oversees administrative 
legal enforcement and supervisory work for fisheries nationwide; the Fishery Administrative 
Commanding Center is responsible for the concrete implementation of administrative legal 
enforcement and supervisory work for fisheries nationwide; the fishery bureaus of sea 
districts are responsible for implementing administrative legal enforcement and supervisory 
work in their respective sea districts; the provincial and local administrative departments are 
responsible for supervising the administrative legal enforcement and supervisory actions 
taken by fishery administrative legal enforcement agencies and individuals within their 
respective jurisdictions, and the specific implementation agencies shall be ascertained by this 
particular level of fishery administrative authorities. 

 

[…] 
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People’s Republic of China, Ministry of Agriculture, “More Powerful Equipment Added to Enforce Rights and 
Protect Fisheries” (9 Mar. 2010) 





 
 

 

More Powerful Equipment Added to Enforce Rights and Protect Fisheries 
 

Published: 9 March 2010 
Source: The Fishery Bureau of Nanhai District, Ministry of Agriculture 

 
 

[image] 
 

The site of the launching ceremony for the FLECC Vessel 310  
 

[image] 
 

The leaders cut ribbon for Vessel 310 
 

 The China Fisheries Law Enforcement (“FLEC”) Vessel 310 has a gross tonnage of 
2,580 tonnes, measures 108 meters long and 14 meters wide. It has a range of 6,000 nautical 
miles and can sail for 60 days and nights and go to international unrestricted navigation areas. 
The vessel has a maximum speed up to 22 knots. It is equipped with an onboard Z-9A 
helicopter, a modernized surface broadband satellite communication system, a photoelectric 
tracer evidence collection system, a maritime ultraviolet imager and a color fish finder. In 
China’s current fisheries law enforcement fleets, this ship is the fastest and most advanced 
ship in overall performance and has the most comprehensive special equipment. 
 At the launching ceremony, Wu Zhuang, chief of the Fishery Bureau of Nanhai 
District under the Ministry of Agriculture, said that ten years had passed from applying for 
the FLEC Vessel 310 in 2001 until today’s official launch, “it takes ten years to sharpen a 
sword,” and the result was not easy to come by. The vessel is yet another “fishery 
enforcement warship” after FLEC Vessel 311. Its successful launch and immediate placement 
into service will surely further strengthen the extent of the enforcement of our sovereignty 
and rights in the South China Sea, and allow the China fisheries law enforcement to be fully 
effective in the struggle to safeguard our rights; it will surely further enhance the extent to 
which we can protect the interests of our vast population of fishermen, and effectively 
improve China’s fisheries law enforcement’s amiable and trustworthy image among the 
fishermen; it will surely further enhance the extent to which we can conserve the South China 
Sea’s fishery resources, and promote scientific progress for the South China Sea’s fisheries. 
 Li Jianhua, director of the Fishery Bureau under the Ministry of Agriculture and chief 
of the China Fishery Law Enforcement Command, expressed wholeheartedly his gratitude, 
on behalf of the leaders of the Ministry of Agriculture, to all of the comrades who contributed 
their hard work and efforts in designing, inspecting, and manufacturing the FLEC Vessel 310. 
In his speech, he said that the 21st century is a century of ocean, and China Fishery Law 
Enforcement Command will face even more strenuous tasks in safeguarding our national 
maritime sovereignty and rights, protecting maritime biological resources and ecosystems, 
and safeguarding fishermen’s lawful rights. The FLEC Vessel 310 is China’s first newly 
constructed fishery law enforcement vessel of 2,500-tonnes, capable of an unrestricted 
navigation zone and equipped with a modernized helicopter. Its official launch is a major 
event in the history of China’s fishery law enforcement development. Not only is it the hope 
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of us working on fishery law enforcement and the hope of the South China Sea fishermen, it 
is also the hope of all Chinese who are concerned about China’s enforcement of maritime 
rights and interests, and will surely enhance the level of the China Fishery Law Enforcement 
Command’s modernization. The FLEC Vessel 310’s successful launch is of landmark 
significance. 
 Also participating in the launching ceremony were leaders from relevant departments, 
such as: the South China Sea Fleet; the Border Control Administration of the Ministry of 
Public Security; the fishery regulatory departments of the three-provinces (areas) of 
Guangdong, Guangxi, and Hainan; and the Planning Department, Fishery Bureau, and 
Fishery Law Enforcement Command of the Ministry of Agriculture. Also present were: the 
managers of the various offices and departments of the Ministry of Agriculture’s South China 
Sea Fishery Bureau; department heads, experts, and technicians who designed, inspected, and 
built the ship and factory; and the shipbuilding factory workers who toiled on the front lines, 
as well as reporters from the news media. More than 300 people attended the ceremony. 

[…] 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei’s 
Regular Press Conference on September 19, 2011 (20 Sept. 2011)
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Jiang Yu’s Regular 
Press Conference on September 15, 2011 (16 Sept. 2011)
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“Philippines Must Learn Self-Restraint in South China Sea Disputes,” People’s Daily (1 Mar. 2012)
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People’s Republic of China, Regulations Governing Marine Observation and Forecast (1 Mar. 2012)





Decree of the State Council: Regulations Governing Marine Observation and Forecast

Source: Central Government Web Portal 
Released on: 8 March 2012 [...] 

Decree of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China 

No. 615 

Regulations Governing Marine Observation and Forecast was passed by the 192nd 
regular meeting of the State Council on 15 February 2012. It is hereby promulgated for 
implementation on 1 June 2012. 

Premier: Wen Jiabao 
1 March 2012 

Regulations Governing Marine Observation and Forecast

Chapter 1 General Provisions 

Article 1. These Regulations were formulated to strengthen the administration of 
marine observation and forecast, regulate marine observation and forecast activities, prevent 
and mitigate marine disasters and serve economic development, the construction of national 
defense and social development. 

Article 2. These Regulations shall be abided when conducting any activities of 
marine observation and forecast within the territories of the People’s Republic of China and 
territorial waters under the jurisdiction of the People’s Republic of China.  

[…] 

Article 19. Any international organizations, foreign organizations or foreign nationals 
conducting marine observation and forecast activities within the territories of the People’s 
Republic of China and territorial waters under the jurisdiction of the People’s Republic of 
China shall abide by the requirements of the Provisions of the People’s Republic of China on 
the Administration of Foreign-Related Maritime Scientific Research.

International organizations, foreign organizations, or foreign nationals conducting 
marine observation and forecast activities within the territories of the People’s Republic of 
China and territorial waters under the jurisdiction of the People’s Republic of China shall 
abide by the laws and regulations of the People’s Republic of China and shall not endanger 
the national security of the People’s Republic of China. 

Article 20. No organization or individual shall provide, without approval, 
international organizations, foreign organizations or foreign nationals any observation data 
and outcomes that are state secrets. If it is necessary to provide such information, it shall first 
be reported for approval to the competent maritime authority in the State Council, or to the 
competent maritime authority at the coastal province, special administrative region or 
people’s government at the directly-controlled municipality. The competent maritime 
authorities shall consult with other relevant authorities at the same level of the people’s 
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government prior to approval; if any implication of military secrets is involved, the 
competent maritime authorities shall get approval from the concerned military authorities. 

[…] 

Article 35. Organizations or individuals that provide marine observation data and 
outcomes that are state secrets to international organizations, foreign organizations, or foreign 
nationals without approval shall be ordered to cease such illegal activity by competent 
maritime authorities. Any illegal revenue resulting from such illegal activity shall be 
confiscated, and any constitution of criminal activity shall be prosecuted to the fullest extent 
of criminal law. 

[…] 

Article 40. These Regulations shall be implemented on 1 June 2012. 

[...]
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Liu Weimin’s 
Regular Press Conference on April 12, 2012 (12 Apr. 2012)





Regular press conference of Ministry of Foreign Affairs Spokesperson Liu Weimin  
on 12 April 2012 

 
[…] 

 
Question: Please confirm the reports that the Chinese have sent out a third vessel 

to the Huangyan Island waters. If so, did the Chinese send military vessels or oceanic 
administrative vessels? 

 
Answer: Relevant Chinese authorities have dispatched administrative vessels rather 

than military vessels to the Huangyan Island waters to protect the safety and legitimate 
fishing activities of Chinese fishermen and fishing vessels. We have solemnly expressed our 
position to the Philippines, requesting Filipino vessels to immediately leave these waters and 
to prevent the complication and expansion of the incident. Currently, China and the 
Philippines are maintaining communications about this issue through diplomatic channels. 

 
[…] 
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People’s Republic of China, Ministry of Agriculture, South China Sea Fishery Bureau, Announcement on the 
2012 Summer Ban on Marine Fishing in the South China Sea Maritime Space (10 May 2012)





Source: the Fishery Bureau of Nanhai District under the Ministry of Agriculture 
Issue Date: 10 May 2012 

In order to protect and rationally utilize South China Sea fishery resources, promote the 
sustainable development of the South China Sea fishing industry, and protect the interests of 
numerous fishermen, and in accordance with the stipulations contained in the Fisheries Law of the 
People’s Republic of China, the Announcement by the Ministry of Agriculture on the Adjustment of 
the Summer Fishing Moratorium System (Ministry of Agriculture Announcement [2009] No. 1) and 
the Announcement by the Ministry of Agriculture on Adjusting the Time Period of Gill Net Fishing 
Moratorium (Ministry of Agriculture Announcement [2012] No. 1), hereby announced are the 
relevant matters of the 2012 summer moratorium in the South China Sea area:  

1. All productive activity types, except for using single-layer gill net and line-fishing 
equipment, shall be prohibited from 16 May 12:00 p.m. until 1 August 12:00 p.m. in the South China 
Sea areas  from 12º north latitude up to the “Common Boundary Line of Fujian-Guangdong Sea 
Areas” (including the Gulf of Tonkin) under the jurisdiction of the People’s Republic of China. 

2. During the fishing moratorium, all fishing boats subject to the prohibition shall be moored 
at harbor with their nets folded without exception. No unit may supply oil or ice to, or purchase, 
distribute, freeze or store fish from the fishing boats subject to the fishing moratorium.  

3. During the fishing moratorium, any fishing boat that holds Nansha Special Fishing Permits 
and goes to conduct fishing production in the sea areas of Nansha Islands south of 12º north latitude 
must strictly follow the reporting system in its entry and exit of sea ports, and any production 
activities in the sea area prohibited under the fishing moratorium. 

4. Those who violate the fishing moratorium regulations by carrying out fishing activities 
shall have their fishing catch and any illegal gains derived therefrom confiscated and a fine of up to 
50,000 yuan shall be imposed; if the circumstances are serious, their fishing equipment shall be 
confiscated and their fishing permit shall be revoked; if the circumstances are especially serious their 
fishing boat may be confiscated; if it constitutes a crime, their criminal responsibility shall be 
investigated according to law. 

5. All levels of fishery administration departments, along with their affiliated Administration 
of Fishery and Fishing Harbor Supervision, shall, under the leadership of the local people’s 
government, increase harbor and maritime inspection and supervision, and effectively carry out the 
work to keep safe the fishing boats subject to the fishing moratorium that are moored in the harbor. 

It is hoped that all fishermen and all relevant units comply with these matters on their own 
initiative, and that all social organizations cooperate with and improve the supervision.    
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Report to:  
Fishery Bureau of Nanhai District under the Ministry of Agriculture:  020-37199059 
Guangdong Provincial Oceanic and Fishery Administration:   020-84412023 
Aquatic Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Bureau of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region:  
0771-2808825, 13377110863 
        
         30 April 2012 

Note: The “Common Boundary Line of Fujian-Guangdong Sea Areas” mentioned in this 
announcement refers to the connecting line between the boundary line of the sea areas under the 
administration of Fujian province and Guangdong Province and the far shore-sides of such boundary 
line (117°31’37.40”E, 23°09’42.60”N), and the Eluanbi Lighthouse on the southernmost point of 
Taiwan island (120°50’43”E, 21°54’15”N).

[…]

Note: The “Fujian-Guangdong maritime space common boundary line” named in this announcement 
refers to the administrative area boundary lines between the maritime space of Fujian province and 
Guangdong Province and the far shore-sides of these lines (117°31’37.40”E, 23°09’42.60”N), and 
the connecting lines with the Eluanbi Lighthouse on the southernmost point of Taiwan island 
(120°50’43”E, 21°54’15”N).
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          相关联接  

  

农业部南海区渔政局开展

谈心谈话活动情况

　[2013-10-17]

  
及时查找问题　抓好整改

落实　[2013-10-17]

农业部南海区渔政局教育

 113年11月13日 星期三 下午好!    

  首　　页   本局简介   渔政执法   资源环保   渔业许可   渔业安全   南沙管理   北 部 湾   西南中沙   珠江渔业   港澳渔业

  理论研究   国外渔业   法律法规   队伍建设   渔港渔村   便民服务   鱼乐天地   媒体报道

  您当前所在位置：首页>>资源环保>>伏季休渔>> 正文

 

本局概况

　　农业部南海区渔政局（对
外称中华人民共和国南海区渔
政局）是中央驻穗正厅级单
位，直属农业部。本局前身为
南海区渔业指挥部，成立于
1974年4月，直属国务院、中
央军委领导。1984年5月机构
调整后，归属农牧渔业部，改
称农牧渔业部南海区渔政分
局，同时挂农牧渔业部南海区
渔业指挥部牌子。1994年12
月机构改革后，改为农业部南
海区渔政渔港监督管理局，并
保留农业部南海区....

详细报道...

主要职能

　　对内依照国家法律法规实
施渔业执法管理，保护渔业资
源及其水域环境，维护渔民合
法权益，促进渔业可持续发
展；对外代表中华人民共和国
行使渔政渔港监督管理权，维
护国家海洋与渔业权益。 　　
（1）参与研究并贯彻执行国
家渔业发展的方针政策和法律
法规，拟定区域性渔业资源保
护及合理利用的措施、办法，
并组织贯彻实施；　　（2）
负责组织、指导、协调辖区内
渔政渔港管理工作，监督....

详细报道...

机构设置

　　1、办公室2、人事教育处
3、机关党委（加挂纪检监察
室牌子） 4、计划财务处 5、
政策法规处（加挂行政复议办
公室牌子）6、渔政渔港监督
管理处 7、信息处 8、资源环
保处 9、南沙渔业处（加挂南
沙渔政站牌子） 10、珠海渔
政站 11、三亚渔政站 12、中
国渔政南海总队13、渔政船队

14、机关服务中心....

详细报道...

 

农业部南海区渔政局关于2012年南海海域伏季休渔的通告

发布日期：2012年5月10日         来源：农业部南海区渔政局      作者：

 

农业部南海区渔政局

关于2012年南海海域伏季休渔的

通     告

 

 

　　为养护和合理利用南海渔业资源，促进南海渔业可持续发展，维护广大渔民利益，根据《中

华人民共和国渔业法》、《农业部关于调整海洋伏季休渔制度的通告》（农业部通告[2009]1

号）和《农业部关于调整刺网休渔时间的通告》（农业部通告[2012]1号）的规定，现就2012

年南海海域伏季休渔有关事项通告如下：

　　一、从5月16日12时至8月1日12时止，在北纬12度至“闽粤海域交界线”的中华人民共和国

管辖的南海海域（含北部湾），除单层刺网和钓具外，禁止其它作业类型生产。

　　二、休渔期间，所有禁止作业的渔船一律停港、封网。任何单位不得向休渔渔船供油、供

冰，或收购、运销、代冻、储藏鱼货等。

　　三、休渔期间，持有南沙专项捕捞许可证前往北纬12度以南的南沙海域生产的渔船，必须严

格执行渔船进出港报告制度，禁止在休渔海域生产。

　　四、凡违反休渔规定进行捕捞的，没收渔获物和违法所得，处五万元以下的罚款；情节严重

的，没收渔具，吊销捕捞许可证；情节特别严重的，可以没收渔船；构成犯罪的，依法追究刑事

责任。

　　五、各级渔业行政主管部门及其所属的渔政渔港监督管理机构应在当地人民政府领导下，加

强港口和海上监督检查，做好停港休渔渔船的安全工作。

　　希望广大渔民和各有关单位自觉遵守，社会各界支持配合、加强监督。

　　举报电话：

　　农业部南海区渔政局：020-37199059

　　广东省海洋与渔业局：020-84412023

　　广西壮族自治区水产畜牧兽医局：0771-2808825，13377110863
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　　海南省海洋与渔业厅：0898-65320452，65227219

　　特此通告。

 

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　二O一二年四月三十日

 

 

（注：本通告所称“闽粤海域交界线”是指福建省和广东省间海域管理区域界线以及该线远岸端

（117°31'37.40"E，23°09'42.60"N）与台湾岛南端鹅銮鼻灯塔（120°50'43"E，

21°54'15"N）连线。）

『打印』『关闭』

  联系我们

版权所有:农业部南海区渔政渔港监督管理局　　技术支持：北京广域齐民信息技术有限公司
备案号：粤ICP301
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Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Republic of the Philippines, China’s Sovereignty over the 
Huangyan Island is Indisputable (15 May 2012)
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China's Sovereignty over the Huangyan Island is Indisputable

(2012/05/15)

 

The China News Service conducted an interview with Mr. Wu Shicun, Dean of the National Institute for South China Sea Studies on 6 May.

During the interview, Wu said that the Huangyan Island is China's inherent territory. China's sovereignty over the Huangyan Island is

indisputable.

From China's Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368 AD), the Huangyan Island has been under the jurisdiction of successive Chinese governments which

have effectively exercised and consolidated sovereignty over the island. This has been never been challenged but widely recognized by the

international community for centuries. The Philippines' claim of sovereignty over the Huangyan Island is completely groundless.

The Huangyan Island consists a ring-shaped chain of reefs 0.5-3 meters above the water, encircling a lagoon that is 130 square kilometers

broad and 10-20 meters deep. Situated in the important navigation route from Malacca Strait to Taiwan and Bashi Channel in the South China

Sea, the Huangyan Island is geographically important and strategically crucial.

Wu Shicun said, according to historical archives, in 1279, Chinese astronomer Guo Shoujing was instructed by the royal court to perform a

surveying of the seas around China, and the Huangyan Island was the point chosen by him to survey the South China Sea. This shows that

China has discovered and started using the Island in Yuan Dynasty or even earlier. By that time though, indigenous people in the Philippines

were still living in primitive tribes.

 

Wu said, the Huangyan Island and its adjacent waters are rich in fishing resources. Chinese fishermen have worked there for generations. The

island is also a place used by the Chinese sailing in the South China Sea to rest and take shelter from the wind. The Book on Voyage Routes

and other annuals contain a complete record of the sailing routes of Chinese fishermen in the Huangyan Island waters.

Since the Yuan Dynasty, the Chinese have never ceased their activities on the Huangyan Island and its waters to develop and exploit the

island. This is a historical fact long been proved in official documents, local archives and maps of China in various historical periods.

 

In mid 1930s, the Map Verification Committee of China, consisted of members from government departments like the Ministry of Interior Affairs,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Education, declared sovereignty over 132 islands, reefs and shoals in the South China Sea, among

which the Huangyan Island was included into the Chinese territory as part of the Zhongsha Islands.

In 1947, the Chinese government announced a name list of 172 South China Sea Islands, among which the Huangyan Island was named

Democratic Reef and was included into the Zhongsha Islands. In 1948, the official map published by China about the South China Sea Islands,

the Huangyan Island was put within the traditional maritime boundary of China in the South China Sea.

After the founding of the People's Republic of China, the Chinese government has issued statements and declarations about its sovereignty

over the South China Sea Islands, which all made it clear that China owns the territorial sovereignty over the Huangyan Island. The Chinese
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government has exercised and maintained territorial sovereignty and jurisdiction over the Huangyan Island, which has been under

uninterrupted jurisdiction of Guangdong Province and Hainan Province.

In early 1980s, the Chinese government organized a survey of the names of the South China Sea islands, and in 1983, when the China Board

on Geographic Names released the Geographic Names of Some of the South China Sea Islands, the Huangyan Island was stipulated the

standard name and Democratic Reef the alternative one.

In the Law on the Territorial Sea and Contiguous Zone of the People's Republic of China published in 1992, the Article about territory

stipulated that the Huangyan Island is China's territory, thus reaffirming the legal status of the island as part of China.

Wu Shicun stressed, China's sovereignty, sovereign rights and its related claims over the South China Sea have formed and developed in the

long annuals of history and have always been upheld by Chinese governments.

China's determination to safeguard territorial sovereignty is firm and steadfast. For years, the Chinese maritime surveillance and fisheries

administration ships have patrolled at the island regularly. This not only constitutes legal jurisdiction over the Huangyan Island and its adjacent

waters, which are China's territory, but also manifestations of China's exercise of its sovereignty over the island.

 

(Posted on 6 May 2012 by China News at ECNS.cn.)

Related News:

Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson LIU Weimin's remarks on July 3(translation)  (2012-07-03)

Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson HONG Lei's remarks on Huangyan Island Incident(June

18)  (2012-06-18)

Foreign Ministry Spokespers on LIU Weimin's Remarks on on Huangyan Island Incident and Regional

Affairs(May 30-31)  (2012-06-01)

Foreign Ministry Spokespers on LIU Weimin's Remarks on on Huangyan Island Incident(May 28)  (2012-

05-29)

Foreign Ministry Spokespers on Hong Lei's Remarks on on Huangyan Island Incident(May 25)  (2012-05-

28)

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Remarks on on Huangyan Island Incident(May 24)  (2012-05-

25)

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Remarks on on Huangyan Island Incident(May 23)  (2012-05-

23)

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Remarks on on Huangyan Island Incident(May 17-22)  (2012-

05-23)
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China National Offshore Oil Corporation, Press Release: Notification of Part of Open Blocks in Waters under 
Jurisdiction of the People’s Republic of China Available for Foreign Cooperation in the Year of 2012 

(23 June 2012)
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Attached Map of Locations for Part of Open Blocks in Waters under Jurisdiction of the
People's Republic of China Available for Foreign Cooperation in the Year of 2012

Now, nine blocks covering an area of 160124.38km2 are available for exploration and development cooperation
between China National Offshore Oil Corporation ("CNOOC") and foreign companies.

1. Introduction of the open blocks

Please refer the locations of blocks to the attached map: Map of Locations for Part of Open Blocks in Waters under
Jurisdiction of the People's Republic of China Available for Foreign Cooperation in the Year of 2012.

Please refer the coordinates of the blocks to the attached table: Coordinates for Part of Open Blocks in Waters under
Jurisdiction of the People's Republic of China Available for Foreign Cooperation in the Year of 2012.

Block JY22
Block JY22 mostly lies in the north uplift and central depression of Zhongjiannan Basin, and the northeast of the
Block lies in Zhongshaxinan Basin, with a water depth ranging from 1500m to 3000m and covering an area of
16638.64km2. 

Block HY10
Block HY10 mostly lies in the central depression and south uplift of Zhongjiannan Basin, with a water depth ranging
from 2000m to 3000m and covering an area of 17134.19km2.
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Block HY34
Block HY34 mostly lies in the central depression and south uplift of Zhongjiannan Basin, with a water depth more
than 2000m and covering an area of 17178.54km2. 

Block BS16
Block BS16 mostly lies in the south uplift of Zhongjiannan Basin, with a water depth more than 2000m and covering
an area of 16313.48km2.

Block DW04
Block DW04 mostly lies in the south uplift of Zhongjiannan Basin, with a water depth more than 2000m and covering
an area of 15895.02km2.

Block DW22
Block DW22 lies in the south uplift and south depression of Zhongjiannan Basin, with a water depth ranging from
300m to 4000m and covering an area of 20415.55km2. 

Block YQX18
Block YQX18 lies in the south depression and south uplift of Zhongjiannan Basin, with a water depth ranging from
300m to 4000m and covering an area of 15948.66km2. 

Block RJ03
Block RJ03 lies in the northeast part of Wan'an Basin and the north part of Nanweixi Basin, with a water depth
ranging from 300m to 3000m and covering an area of 22857.8km2. 

Block RJ27
Block RJ27 lies in the northeast part of Wan'an Basin and the central part of Nanweixi Basin, with a water depth
ranging from 300m to 2000m and covering an area of 17742.5km2. 

2. Introduction of Data Room

(1) Program of Data Viewing and Purchase

The data room will open from the date of the publication of the notification to the date of publication of blocks
available for foreign cooperation for the next year. Foreign companies may have access to the data room and
purchase data in accordance with the following procedure:

To apply for data viewing in written to Exploration Contact Person.

Exploration Contact Person will schedule the time for foreign companies to visit the data room and give the written
notice to foreign companies of their respective schedule for data room visit and copy such notice to the principal of
data room.

Upon receiving the above-mentioned notice from Exploration Contact Person, foreign companies may directly go to
visit the data room in accordance with the relevant provisions of CNOOC at the scheduled time.

Foreign companies willing to purchase any data may contact with the principal of data room directly in accordance
with the data acquisition rules of CNOOC.

(2) Location of Data Room and Contact Information

Exploration Contact Person: Mr. He Jiangqi
Tel:86-10-84526165
Fax:86-10-84526071
Email:hejq4@cnooc.com.cn
Exploration and Development Research Center Dataroom
It is located in Beijing, PRC, which has the data of all open blocks.

3. CNOOC's address and liaison person are as follows: 

Mr. Zhao Liguo
General Council
China National Offshore Oil Corporation
CNOOC Tower
No. 25 Chaoyangmenbei Dajie, Dongcheng District, Beijing
The People's Republic of China
Postal Code: 100010
Tel : (86-10) 84521178
Fax : (86-10) 64013119
E-mail: zhaolg@cnooc.com.cn 

Attached Coordinates for Part of Open Blocks in Waters under Jurisdiction of the People's
Republic of China Available for Foreign Cooperation in the Year of 2012

Release date:23 Jun 2012

Views: 3766
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People’s Republic of China, China State Oceanic Administration, China Marine Surveillance (1 Dec. 2012)





China Marine Surveillance 

Source: State Oceanic Administration 

Issue date: 1 December 2012 

[…] 

The main functions of China Marine Surveillance:

Pursuant to relevant laws and requirements, the main functions of China Marine 
Surveillance are to conduct patrol and supervision in the territorial waters (including coastal 
areas) under the jurisdiction of China, investigate and handle illegal and illicit actions such as 
violations of oceanic rights, illegal usage of the territorial waters, damage of the oceanic 
environment and resources, sabotage to maritime equipment, and disturbance to order on the 
seas and to carry out other law enforcement work based on assignment or authorization. The 
main functions are: 

 (1) Formulate, organize, and implement plans and programs for law enforcement and 
supervision of the seas. 

 (2) Make plans for usage of China Marine Surveillance funds, supervise and manage 
the usage of funds. 

 (3) Build and manage the China Marine Surveillance personnel, formulate charters 
and systems for law enforcement and supervision work on the seas. 

 (4) Organize and coordinate law enforcement and supervision work in the territorial 
waters under the jurisdiction of China, release public reports and notices on oceanic law 
enforcement and supervision. 

 (5) Organize, when dealing with major maritime accidents, the emergency supervision, 
investigation and evidence collection and impose punishments according to laws. 

 (6) Establish and manage maritime monitoring network, manage maritime law 
enforcement and supervisory information. 

 (7) Establish and manage a technical support system for oceanic law enforcement and 
supervision, organize and formulate technical regulations and standards for oceanic law 
enforcement and supervision. 

 (8) Arrange qualification management and training work for maritime supervisory 
personnel and issue the maritime supervisor’s certificates. 

 (9) Formulate, organize, and implement plans for the allocation and maintenance of 
China Marine Surveillance vessels and aircrafts as well as their equipment and material 
resources, supervise the work safety of China Marine Surveillance vessels and aircrafts. 
Manage the equipment and usage by the China Marine Surveillance personnel. 

 (10) Supervise and manage the pennant numbers of China Marine Surveillance 
vessels and aircrafts, as well as the apparel and logo usage by China Marine Surveillance 
personnel. 

 (11) Implement other matters assigned by the Oceanic Administration. […] 
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People’s Republic of China, Hainan Province, Hainan Provincial Regulation on the Control of Coastal Border 
Security (31 Dec. 2012)





 

 
 

The Announcement of The Standing Committee of Hainan Provincial 
People’s Congress 

No. 108 

The Hainan Provincial Regulation on the Control of Coastal Border Security 
was revised and approved by the 35th meeting of the Fourth Standing Committee 
of Hainan Provincial People’s Congress on 27 November 2012. The revised 
Hainan Provincial Regulation on the Control of Coastal Border Security is 
hereby announced and becomes effective on 1 January 2013. 

  The Standing Committee of Hainan Provincial People’s Congress 

31 December 2012 

 

The Hainan Provincial Regulation  
on The Control of Coastal Border Security 

Passed by the tenth meeting of the second Standing Committee of Hainan 
Provincial People’s Congress on 26 November 1999 and revised by the 35th 
meeting of the Fourth Standing Committee of Hainan Provincial People’s 
Congress on 27 November 2012. 

Chapter 1 General Provisions 

Article 1 In order to strength the control of the coastal border security, 
maintain the order of the coastal border security, protect the lawful rights and 
interests of citizens, judicial persons and other organizations, and promote the 
economic and social development in the coastal areas, this Regulation is 
formulated based on the actual circumstances in the Hainan Province and in 
accordance with relevant laws and administrative regulations, including the Law 
of the People’s Republic of China on the Penalties for Public Security 
Administration. 

Article 2 The Regulation is applicable to the border security control in the 
sea areas and coastal areas within the jurisdiction of the Hainan Province. If any 
matter is otherwise regulated by other laws or administrative regulations, such 
laws or administrative regulations shall apply to the matter.  

[…] 

Chapter 3 Administration of Sea Ships and People 

[…] 

Article 31 When entering the sea areas within the jurisdiction of the 
Hainan Province, all foreign ships and the people on the foreign ships shall obey 
the laws and regulations of the People’s Republic of China, and shall not have 
the following actions that breach the control of coastal border security: 
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(1) Illegally stop or anchor when passing the sea areas under the jurisdiction 
of the Hainan Province, or take provocative acts; 

(2) Enter or exit the border without inspection and approval, or change the 
entry or exit ports without approval; 

(3) Illegally board any of the islands and reefs within the jurisdiction of the 
Hainan Province; 

(4) Damage marine defense facilities or production and living facilities on 
the islands and reefs within the jurisdiction of the Hainan Province;  

(5) Engage in propaganda activities that violate national sovereignty or 
endanger national security; or 

(6) Conduct any other actions that breach the control of coastal border 
security as specified by other laws or regulations. 

[…]  

Chapter 5 Legal Responsibilities 

Article 47 If a foreign ship and the people on the foreign ship have one of 
the following circumstances as specified in Article 31, the authorities of the 
public security border can legally take such measures as boarding the ship, 
conducting inspection, detention, deportation, or ordering to stop sailing, change 
the route or return the voyage. The involved ship or the auxiliary navigation 
equipment in the ship may be seized.  Prosecution shall be conducted in 
accordance with relevant laws and regulations such as the Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on the Penalties for Public Security Administration and the 
Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Control of Exit and Entry of the 
Border. 

[…]  

Chapter 6 Supplementary Provisions 

Article 51 The detailed implementation of this Regulation shall be 
interpreted by the People’s Government of Hainan Province. 

Article 52 The Regulation becomes effective on 1 January 2013. 
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市县人大频道

海口 秀英区 龙华区

琼山区 美兰区 三亚

三沙 儋州 文昌

琼海 万宁 五指山

东方 定安 屯昌

澄迈 临高 昌江

乐东 陵水 白沙

保亭 琼中

海南省地方法规

海南省沿海边防治安管理条例

暂时没有副标题

作者 :  编辑 : 系统管理员  来源 : 省人大常委会  发布时间 : 2012-12-31 00:00:00

海南省人民代表大会常务委员会公告
第108号

《海南省沿海边防治安管理条例》已由海南省第四届人民代表大会常务委员会

第三十五次会议于2012年11月27日修订通过，现将修订后的《海南省沿海边防治安

管理条例》公布，自2013年1月1日起施行。

海南省人民代表大会常务委员会
2012年12月31日

海南省沿海边防治安管理条例
（1999年11月26日海南省第二届人民代表大会常务委员会第十次会议通过  2012

年11月27日海南省第四届人民代表大会常务委员会第三十五次会议修订）

第一章  总  则

第一条  为加强沿海边防治安管理，维护沿海边防治安秩序，保障公民、法人

和其他组织的合法权益，促进沿海地区经济社会发展，根据《中华人民共和国治

安管理处罚法》等法律、行政法规，结合本省实际，制定本条例。

第二条  本条例适用于本省管辖海域、沿海地区范围内的边防治安管理。法

律、行政法规另有规定的，从其规定。

第三条  边防治安管理工作坚持积极预防、依法管理、依靠群众、高效便民、

教育与处罚相结合的原则。

第四条  省和沿海市、县（区）、自治县人民政府应当加强对沿海边防治安管

理工作的领导，将沿海边防治安管理工作纳入社会管理综合治理范围，建立健全

联防机制和安全防范制度，加强执法协调，及时研究解决工作中的重大问题。

省和沿海市、县（区）、自治县人民政府应当将公安边防机关公安业务经费

列入财政预算，保障开展日常执法执勤工作，不断提高边防执法装备水平。

第五条  省公安边防机关主管本省沿海边防治安管理工作。

首 页 人大概况 新闻中心 信息公开 地方法规 会议资料 代表园地 重要文库

欢迎访问海南人大门户网站
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沿海市、县（区）、自治县公安边防机关、海上公安边防机关、口岸边防机

关及公安边防派出所根据职责分工，负责沿海辖区的边防治安管理，维护辖区的

边防治安秩序。

外事、海洋与渔业、交通运输、旅游、文物、海防与口岸、海事、海关等部

门在各自职责范围内协助公安边防机关做好沿海边防治安管理工作。

公安边防机关与外事、海洋与渔业、交通运输、矿产、文物、海事、海关、

检验检疫等主管部门应当建立执法联动工作机制，实行执法信息共享，依法打击

违法犯罪活动，及时处置海上紧急事件，共同维护海上生产作业秩序和沿海边防

治安秩序。

第六条  沿海一线地区（含岛屿）应当按照国家规定设置公安边防派出所，承

担边境管理、治安管理和户籍管理等职责，具有同地方公安派出机构相同的权

限。

公安边防机关应当加强三沙市公安边防派出所的建设，依法实行全线边防管

理。

第七条  公安边防机关应当加强三沙市所属岛礁及其海域的治安巡逻，维护边

防治安秩序；协同配合南海海上联合执法，维护国家主权，保护南海资源。

公安边防机关应当及时向在三沙市所属岛礁及其海域作业的人员通报治安动

态，加强安全防范。

第八条  沿海村（居）民委员会应当协助人民政府和公安边防机关维护边防治

安，支持船舶协会、渔民协会等群众性组织开展边防治安教育、服务、管理、维

稳、救援等活动。

第二章 出海边防证件管理

第九条  出海船舶除依照规定向主管部门领取有关证件外，应当向船籍港或者

船舶所在地公安边防机关申请办理船舶户籍注册，领取《出海船舶户口簿》。

第十条  年满十六周岁的未持有《中华人民共和国海员证》或者《船员服务

簿》的人员出海作业的，应当向船籍港或者船舶所在地公安边防机关申领《出海

船民证》。

第十一条  公安边防机关应当在其办证场所和部门网站上公示办理出海边防证

件的依据、条件、程序、期限、需要提交的材料等；对申请材料不齐全的，应当

一次告知申请人需要补正的全部内容。

公安边防机关应当自受理申请之日起三个工作日内办理完毕，对符合条件

的，应当发放相关证件；能够当场办理的，应当当场办理；对不符合条件的，应
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当说明理由，并书面告知当事人。

出海边防证件由市、县、自治县公安边防机关签发，必要时也可以委托公安

边防派出所签发。

第十二条  出海船舶进行更新改造或者改变用途、买卖、转让、租借、报废、

灭失的，应当在依法办理有关手续后十五个工作日内向原发证的公安边防机关申

请办理出海边防证件变更或者注销手续。

出海船舶生产作业人员发生变更的，船舶所有人或者负责人应当在船舶出海

前，向公安边防机关申请办理变更手续。

第十三条  三沙市公安边防机关可以接受原发证公安边防机关的委托，对在三

沙市所属岛礁及其海域生产作业的出海船舶和人员，就近办理出海边防证件的变

更、注销等手续。

第十四条  出海边防证件不得涂改、伪造、冒用、转借、买卖。

出海边防证件丢失或者损毁的，应当及时申请补办。

第十五条 申领出海边防证件人员有下列情形之一的，公安边防机关不予办

理：

（一）未满十六周岁的；

（二）被判处刑罚尚未执行完毕或者属于刑事案件被告人、犯罪嫌疑人的；

（三）有未了结的民事案件，人民法院决定不准出境的；

（四）因走私、偷越国（边）境等违法行为被处理未满六个月的；

（五）因走私、妨害国（边）境管理犯罪等行为被处理过，其刑罚执行完毕

未满三年的；

（六）被吊销出海边防证件未满六个月的；

（七）其他依照国家有关规定不准出境、出海的人员。

已申领出海边防证件的人员在证件有效期间，出现前款情形之一的，公安边

防机关应当依据职权阻止相关人员出海，并注销出海边防证件。

第三章  出海船舶和人员管理

第十六条  船舶及其船员出海，应当随船携带合法有效的出海边防证件，接受

公安边防机关的检查和管理。

船员以外的人员出海，应当持居民身份证、护照、港澳台通行证等有效身份

证件，接受公安边防机关检查和管理。

船舶及船主不得雇用无出海边防证件人员或者载运未持有有效身份证件人员

出海。
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出海。

第十七条  未按照规定编刷船名、船号或者船名、船号模糊不清以及擅自拆

换、遮盖、涂改、伪造船名、船号的船舶，禁止出海。

第十八条  船舶修造企业或者个人建造、改造、拆解出海船舶，应当在依法办

理有关手续后五日内报所在地公安边防机关备案。

第十九条  船舶实行边防治安责任制。船长为本船舶边防治安负责人，负责本

船舶边防治安责任制的实施。具备条件的，应当建立治安保卫组织或者确定治安

保卫人员，协助维护边防治安。

第二十条  船舶在港口停靠，应当在规定的区域停泊、装卸货物和上下人员。

沿海乡镇、村庄的船舶，应当在指定的位置集中停泊。

船舶在港、岸停泊期间，应当按照有关规定安排值班人员。

第二十一条  沿海船舶集中停泊的地方，可以设立群众性的船舶管理组织，负

责船舶的看管和检查工作，协助公安边防机关维护港口、船舶边防治安秩序。

第二十二条  出海船舶进出港口、码头或者其他停泊点，除依法向有关主管部

门办理进出港签证手续外，还应当向公安边防机关申请办理进出港边防签证手续，

接受检查。对邮轮、游艇以及近海作业渔船等船舶，可以减免边防签证手续，具体

范围由省公安边防机关确定并向社会公布。

邮轮、游艇等船舶出境入境的，按照国家和本省有关规定办理出境入境查验手

续。

第二十三条  邮轮、游艇出航前，游艇俱乐部或者邮轮、游艇所有人应当通过

公安边防机关信息系统，以网络、传真等方式，将操作人员和乘员的名单及应急

联系方式向当地公安边防机关报备。公安边防机关应当为邮轮、游艇出航提供便

捷服务。

第二十四条  需在本省港、岸停泊的香港、澳门特别行政区以及台湾地区的船

舶及其员工，应当按照国家有关规定在指定的停泊点停泊，并依法接受公安边防

机关的检查管理，办理有关证件及手续。

未经有关部门批准，任何单位和个人不得将外国籍（含无国籍）和香港、澳

门特别行政区以及台湾地区的船舶引航到非指定的或者未对上述船舶开放的港

口、锚地停靠。

第二十五条  有下列情形之一的，省公安边防机关经商有关机关，可以设立海

上治安警戒区域等沿海边防治安特别管理区域：

（一）维护国家主权需要的；

（二）保护南海资源需要的；
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（二）保护南海资源需要的；

（三）重大活动、赛事等安保勤务需要的；

（四）保护重大违法犯罪行为现场需要的；

（五）其他法定情形。

公安边防机关设立海上治安警戒区域等沿海边防治安特别管理区域的，应当

明确区域的范围、期限、管理措施等事项并予以公告。

第二十六条  船舶丢失、被盗、被劫持或者发生其他意外事故，船舶所有人或

者负责人应当立即向事故发生地公安机关和出海边防证件申领地公安边防机关报

告。

第二十七条  在本省管辖海域捡拾船舶、渔具、养殖物资等物品的，应当及时

返还权利人；无法返还的，应当报告或者送交公安边防机关或者其他有关部门。

公安边防机关或者其他有关部门应当及时查明权属，返还权利人；不能查明权属

的，依法予以拍卖或者变卖，所得款项上缴国库。

任何船舶或者人员捡拾海上漂流的危害国家安全物品、毒品、淫秽物品、走

私物品或者间谍用品等违禁品的，应当及时送交公安边防机关或者其他有关部

门，不得私藏、留用或者擅自处理。

第二十八条  发生海事、渔事纠纷或者其他纠纷，各方应当协商解决或者报告

有关部门依法处理，任何一方不得扣押他方人员、船舶或者其他财物，不得故意

损毁他方船舶或者其他财物。

第二十九条  未经有关部门批准，出海船舶和人员不得进入国家禁止或者限制

进入的海域、岛屿以及沿海边防治安特别管理区域；不得非法进入或者组织他人

非法进入他国海域或者香港、澳门特别行政区海域及台湾地区实际控制海域；不

得擅自搭靠外国籍（含无国籍）或者香港、澳门特别行政区以及台湾地区的船

舶。

因紧急避险及其它不可抗力发生前款规定情形的，应当在原因消除后立即离

开，并在抵港后向公安边防机关报告。

出海船舶和人员因紧急避险及其它不可抗力需要进入军事管理区的，应当服

从军事机关的安排。军事机关应当提供必要的协助。

第三十条  任何船舶和人员在本省管辖海域和沿海地区不得有下列行为：

（一）贩运武器弹药、贩卖毒品、走私、非法出境入境；

（二）非法携带枪支弹药、管制器具以及爆炸、剧毒、放射性等管制物品；

（三）使用电击、毒害、爆炸以及其他可能危害公共安全的方式作业；
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（四）损毁海底电缆、管道和海上航标、浮标等公共设施；

（五）盗窃和故意冲撞、损毁、占用他人船舶、网具或者其他生产生活设

施；

（六）非法拦截、追逐、强行靠登他人船舶；

（七）强行收购、兜售、索要、交换渔获物或者其他物品；

（八）非法打捞或者买卖海底文物、沉船沉物；

（九）非法运输、储存、买卖成品油；

（十）其他违反法律、法规的行为。

第三十一条  外国船舶及其人员进入本省管辖海域，应当遵守国家法律、法

规，不得有下列违反沿海边防治安管理的行为：

（一）通过本省管辖领海海域时非法停船或者下锚，寻衅滋事；

（二）未经查验准许擅自出境入境或者未经批准擅自改变出境入境口岸；

（三）非法登上本省管辖岛礁；

（四）破坏本省管辖岛礁上的海防设施或者生产生活设施；

（五）实施侵犯国家主权或者危害国家安全的宣传活动；

（六）其他法律、法规规定违反沿海边防治安管理的行为。

第四章  服务和监督

第三十二条  申请办理出海边防证件、船舶进出港边防签证、出航前备案等事

项，可以通过信函、电报、电传、传真、电子数据交换和电子邮件等方式提出。

第三十三条  公安边防机关应当通过走访、海上报警服务平台以及其他方式，

及时收集、掌握出海船舶和人员信息，加强动态服务和管理。

对在本省管辖海域发生的各类治安灾害事故，公安边防机关应当及时采取应

急措施和提供帮助。

第三十四条  公安边防机关应当开展经常性的边防治安管理宣传活动，并利用

伏季休渔等船舶归港时机，对出海人员集中进行相关法律知识教育。

乡镇人民政府和经营单位应当加强对船舶及出海人员管理，对出海人员进行

政策、法制、安全、保密等方面的宣传教育。

第三十五条  公安边防机关工作人员在执行公务时，应当着制式服装，出示工

作证件，文明执勤。

第三十六条  公安边防机关实施边防治安管理时，有权向有关单位和个人调查

出海船舶和人员的有关情况，有关单位和个人应当如实提供相关资料及证明文

件。

Annex 123



9/25/13 海南省沿海边防治安管理条例

www.hainanpc.net/hainanrenda/100/41759.html 7/9

第三十七条  公安边防机关在执行公务时，发现出海船舶或者人员有违反海事

管理、渔政管理、海关监管、检验检疫等违法行为的，应当先行予以制止，并通

知或者移送有关部门依法处理。

第三十八条  任何单位和个人都应当遵守边防治安管理的各项规定，协助公安

边防机关维护边防治安秩序，对违反本条例的行为有权予以制止或者向公安边防

机关检举、报告。

对在协助公安边防机关维护边防治安秩序、打击违法犯罪活动中成绩显著或

者有重大贡献的单位和个人，给予表彰、奖励。

第五章  法律责任

第三十九条  违反本条例规定，有下列情形之一的, 由公安边防机关对船舶所

有人或者负责人及其直接责任人员给予警告，可以处五百元以下罚款:

（一）未随船携带出海边防证件的；

（二）出海船舶生产作业人员发生变更未申请办理变更手续的；

（三）出海船舶进出港口、码头或者其他停泊点，未办理进出港边防签证手

续的；

（四）出海船舶不在规定的区域和位置停泊、装卸货物和上下人员的。

第四十条  违反本条例规定，有下列情形之一的, 由公安边防机关对船舶所有

人或者负责人及其直接责任人员给予警告，可以处二百元以上一千元以下罚款：

（一）出海生产作业人员未申领出海边防证件的；

（二）涂改、伪造、冒用、转借、买卖出海边防证件的；

（三）出海船舶未编刷船名、船号，船名、船号模糊不清以及擅自拆换、遮

盖、涂改、伪造船名、船号的；

（四）邮轮、游艇出航未将操作人员和乘员的名单及应急联系方式报备的。

第四十一条  违反本条例规定，有下列情形之一的,由公安边防机关对船舶所有

人或者负责人及其直接责任人员处一千元以上五千元以下罚款；情节严重的，处

五千元以上一万元以下罚款：

（一）出海船舶未按照规定申领出海边防证件的；

（二）出海船舶进行更新改造或者改变用途、买卖、转让、租借、报废、灭

失，未申请办理变更或者注销手续的。

第四十二条  违反本条例规定，有下列情形之一的,由公安边防机关对船舶所有

人或者负责人及其直接责任人员处五百元以上五千元以下罚款；构成犯罪的，依

法追究刑事责任：
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法追究刑事责任：

（一）雇用无出海边防证件人员或者载运未持有有效身份证件人员出海的；

（二）非法私藏、留用或者擅自处理海上漂流的违禁物品的。

第四十三条  船舶修造企业或者个人建造、改造、拆解船舶，未按照规定报公

安边防机关备案的，由公安边防机关处一千元以上五千元以下罚款。

第四十四条  违反本条例规定，有下列情形之一的, 由公安边防机关对船舶所

有人或者负责人及其直接责任人员处一千元以上五千元以下罚款；造成严重后果

的，处五千元以上一万元以下罚款，并吊销出海边防证件；构成犯罪的，依法追

究刑事责任：

（一）擅自进入海上治安警戒区域等沿海边防治安特别管理区域的；

（二）非法进入或者组织他人非法进入他国海域或者香港、澳门特别行政区

海域及台湾地区实际控制海域的；

（三）擅自搭靠外国籍（含无国籍）或者香港、澳门特别行政区以及台湾地

区船舶的；

（四）因紧急避险及其它不可抗力的原因进入禁止或者限制进入的海域、岛

屿及沿海边防治安特别管理区域或者搭靠外国籍（含无国籍）、香港及澳门特别

行政区、台湾地区船舶, 未向公安边防机关报告的；

（五）将外国籍（含无国籍）、香港及澳门特别行政区、台湾地区的船舶引

航到非指定或者未对上述船舶开放的港口、锚地停靠的。

第四十五条  在本省管辖海域航行、作业、停泊或者从事其他活动的无船名船

号、无船舶证书、无船籍港的船舶, 由公安边防机关或者法律法规规定的其他有关

部门责令船主限期办理有关证件，并处五千元以上二万元以下罚款；逾期仍未办

理或者拒不办理的，没收船舶，并可处船价二倍以下的罚款。

第四十六条  公安边防机关查获违反本条例规定运输、储存、买卖无合法、齐

全手续成品油的，对成品油予以没收；有违法所得的，没收违法所得。

查获的走私成品油案件，应当按照有关规定处理。

第四十七条  外国船舶及其人员有本条例第三十一条规定情形之一的，公安边

防机关可以依法采取登临，检查，扣押，驱逐，令其停航、改航、返航等措施予

以处置，可以收缴作案船舶或者附属通航设备等工具，并依照《中华人民共和国

治安管理处罚法》、《中华人民共和国出境入境管理法》等有关法律、法规追究

其法律责任。

第四十八条  公安边防机关办理边防治安案件，为制止违法行为、防止证据损

毁、避免危害发生、控制危险扩大等情形，经县级以上公安边防机关负责人批
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毁、避免危害发生、控制危险扩大等情形，经县级以上公安边防机关负责人批

准，可以暂扣涉案船舶或者附属通航设备。

第四十九条  公安边防机关及其工作人员滥用职权、玩忽职守、徇私舞弊的,由

有权机关对直接负责的主管人员和其他直接责任人员依法给予处分; 构成犯罪

的, 依法追究刑事责任。

第五十条  违反本条例规定的行为，本条例未设定处罚而法律、法规另有处罚

规定的，从其规定。

第六章  附 则

第五十一条  本条例的具体应用问题由省人民政府负责解释。

第五十二条  本条例自2013年1月1日起施行。

【加入收藏】  【打印此文】  【关闭窗口】  【返回】
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei’s 
Regular Press Conference on February 19, 2013 (20 Feb. 2013)
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Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Regular Press Conference on February 19, 
2013

2013/02/20

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei held a press conference on February 19, 2013.

Hong Lei started the press conference with the following announcement:

Liu Yandong, member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and State Councilor, will be in the 

ROK for the inauguration ceremony of the ROK's new President Park Geun-hye from February 23 to 26 as the 

Special Representative of President Hu Jintao and General Secretary Xi Jinping. 

Q: It is reported that the agreement of transferring the management of Pakistan's Gwadar port to a Chinese 
company was officially signed in Pakistan on February 18. Comments say that the Gwadar port is an 
important fulcrum for China to secure energy and develop maritime routes and is of profound strategic 
significance. What is China's comment? 

A: China and Pakistan are friendly neighbours. Chinese companies have long been actively participating in 

Pakistan's constructions in all fields. As a commercial project in China-Pakistan economic and trade cooperation, 

the Chinese company's takeover of the management of the Gwadar port is part of the mutually beneficial and 

friendly cooperation between the two countries. China-Pakistan cooperation not only serves the interests of the two 

countries and peoples, but is also conducive to regional stability and development. 

Q: It is learnt that China has returned the Philippines' note regarding bringing the South China Sea dispute 
between the two countries to international arbitration. Please confirm. 

A: China's position on the South China Sea issue is clear and consistent. China's sovereignty over the Nansha 

Islands and their adjacent waters is based on sufficient historical and jurisprudential evidence. Meanwhile, bearing 

in mind the larger interests of China-Philippines relations and regional peace and stability, China has always been 

committed to solving disputes through bilateral negotiations and has made unremitting efforts to safeguard stability 

in the South China Sea and promote regional cooperation. It is also the consensus reached by ASEAN countries 

and China in the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) to resolve disputes through 

negotiations between directly concerned sovereign states. The Philippines' note and its attached notice not only 

violate the consensus, but also contain serious errors in fact and law as well as false accusations against China, 

which we firmly oppose. 
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Chinese Ambassador to the Philippines Ma Keqing called a meeting with officials of the Philippine Foreign Ministry 

today, made clear that China refused to accept the note and its attached notice and returned them. 

China hopes that the Philippines would honor its commitments, refrain from taking actions that may complicate and 

aggravate the issue, and make positive response to China's proposals of establishing a consultation mechanism on 

bilateral maritime issues and resuming the mechanism on confidence-building measures so as to return to the right 

track of resolving disputes through bilateral negotiations. 

Q: The US cyber security company MANDIANT yesterday released a report saying that Chinese military-
backed hackers repeatedly attacked US websites. What is China's comment?

A: Cyber attack is a global problem that should be resolved through constructive international cooperation based on 

mutual trust and respect. It is neither professional nor responsible to make groundless speculations and 

accusations on hacker attacks for various purposes, which does not help solve the problem.

The Chinese government has always firmly opposed to and combatted cyber attacks in accordance with the law. In 

fact, China is one of the main victims of cyber attacks. Cyber attacks and crimes against China are on the fast rise 

year by year. According to a report by the National Computer Network Emergency Response Technical Team 

Coordination Center of China (CNCERT), in 2012, 73,000 overseas IP addresses were involved in the control of 

more than 14 million hosts in China as Trojan or Botnet command and control servers while 32,000 IP addresses 

conducted remote control over nearly 38,000 websites in China through backdoor implantation. The US ranked the 

first among the origins of the above cyber attacks, 

To promote the settlement of the cyber security problem, China, Russia and some other countries jointly submitted 

a draft of International Code of Conduct for Information Security to the UN in September 2011. China calls on the 

international community to formulate a code of conduct of responsible countries for cyber security on the basis of 

the draft and jointly build a peaceful, secure, open and cooperative cyberspace to safeguard the common interests 

of the international community. 

Q: The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay recently said that Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad should be investigated for crimes against humanity and war crimes. What is China's comment?

A: We believe that political resolution is the only practical way out for the Syrian issue. Relevant parties should 

build up consensus on the basis of the communiqué of the Geneva foreign ministers' meeting of the Action Group 

and push for an early, fair, peaceful and appropriate settlement of the Syrian issue. Words and deeds of relevant 

international organizations and personnel should be conducive to the realization of this goal instead of further 

complicating the issue. 
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Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference on February 7, 2013

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference on February 6, 2013

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference on February 5, 2013

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference on February 4, 2013

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Remarks on Reports about Former US Official's Comment on the Diaoyu Islands Issue
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People’s Republic of China, Plan for the Institutional Restructuring and Functional Transformation of the State 
Council (14 Mar. 2013)





Plan for the Institutional Restructuring and Functional Transformation of the State 
Council 

Source: National People’s Congress of China Web www.npc.gov.cn   

Date: 15 March 2013   

[…] 

Regarding Institutional Restructuring of the State Council 

In this instance of institutional restructuring of the State Council, the focus is on the 
transformation of its functions and clarifying the relationships among duties, to stably 
promote reform of the large-department system, implement the separation of administration 
and enterprise of railroads, integrate and strengthen institutions in public health and birth 
control, food and drugs, news publication and broadcast of films and television, maritime 
affairs, and energy management. 

[…] 

(5) Restructure the State Oceanic Administration. In order to promote uniform legal 
enforcement on the seas and elevate legal enforcement efficacy, the squadrons and duties of 
the State Oceanic Administration and its China Marine Surveillance, China Coast Guard, 
China Fishery Administration of the Ministry of Agriculture, the ocean patrol police in the 
General Administration of Customs shall be integrated, to reform the State Oceanic 
Administration, which shall be managed by the Ministry of Land and Resources. The main 
duties are to make rules governing marine development, implement law enforcement and the 
protection of rights on the sea, supervise and manage the usage of territorial waters, and 
marine environmental protection. In the name of the China Coast Guard, the State Oceanic 
Administration shall develop law enforcement and the protection of rights on the sea and 
shall accept guidance for affairs from the Ministry of Public Security. 

In order to enhance the integrated planning and composite coordination of maritime 
affairs, the State Oceanic Commission shall be established as a high-level procedural and 
coordinating organ, which shall be responsible for researching and establishing state maritime 
developmental strategies and for integrating and coordinating important affairs relating to the 
sea. The specific work of the State Oceanic Commission shall be borne by the State Oceanic 
Administration.  

[…] 

Annex 126



 

Annex 126



 >> >> 2014 2 6

 www.npc.gov.cn  2013-03-15

>>

12 16:30 5

3

3

3

 >>

>>

24

“ ”  ...

[ ]     [English]

 |  |  |  |  | |  |  |  |  | | |

 |  |  |  | | |  |  | | | | |  |

Page 1 of 6_

2/6/2014http://www.npc.gov.cn/npc/dbdhhy/12_1/2013-03/15/content_1784337.htm

Annex 126



Page 2 of 6_

2/6/2014http://www.npc.gov.cn/npc/dbdhhy/12_1/2013-03/15/content_1784337.htm

Annex 126



Page 3 of 6_

2/6/2014http://www.npc.gov.cn/npc/dbdhhy/12_1/2013-03/15/content_1784337.htm

Annex 126



Page 4 of 6_

2/6/2014http://www.npc.gov.cn/npc/dbdhhy/12_1/2013-03/15/content_1784337.htm

Annex 126



Page 5 of 6_

2/6/2014http://www.npc.gov.cn/npc/dbdhhy/12_1/2013-03/15/content_1784337.htm

Annex 126



  |   |  icc@npc.gov.cn  |   tgxx@npc.gov.cn

Copyright ©2004-2014 www.npc.gov.cn All Rights Reserved 

ICP 06005931 1024*768

Page 6 of 6_

2/6/2014http://www.npc.gov.cn/npc/dbdhhy/12_1/2013-03/15/content_1784337.htm

Annex 126



Annex 127

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying’s 
Remarks on the Philippines’ Efforts in Pushing for the Establishment of the Arbitral Tribunal in Relation to the 

Disputes between China and the Philippines in the South China Sea (26 Apr. 2013)





Annex 127

Home The Ministry Policies and Activities Press and Media Service Countries and Regions About China Resources

HOME > Press and Media Service > Spokesperson's Remarks

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Remarks on the Philippines' Efforts in
Pushing for the Establishment of the Arbitral Tribunal in Relation to the Disputes

between China and the Philippines in the South China Sea

2013/04/26

Q: At the request of the Philippines, an arbitral tribunal on the South China Sea disputes between

China and the Philippines has been composed recently. What is China's comment on this?

A: On 22 January 2013, the Philippines sent China a note verbale, attached with a notification, to initiate

arbitration proceedings against China regarding issues of the South China Sea. On 19 February, China stated its

rejection of the request for arbitration by the Philippines and returned the latter's note verbale and the attached

notification. The position of China, as indicated above, will not change.

Since the 1970s, the Philippines, in violation of the Charter of the United Nations and principles of international

law, illegally occupied some islands and reefs of China's Nansha Islands, including Mahuan Dao, Feixin Dao,

Zhongye Dao, Nanyao Dao, Beizi Dao, Xiyue Dao, Shuanghuang Shazhou and Siling Jiao. Firmly and consistently

opposed to the illegal occupation by the Philippines, China hereby solemnly reiterates its demand that the

Philippines withdraw all its nationals and facilities from China's islands and reefs.

The Philippines professed in the notification of 22 January 2013 that it "does not seek…a determination of which

Party enjoys sovereignty over the islands claimed by both of them." On 22 January, however, the Philippines

publicly stated that the purpose for initiating the arbitration was to bring to "a durable solution" the Philippines-

China disputes in the South China Sea. These statements are simply self-contradictory. In addition, by initiating

the arbitration on the basis of its illegal occupation of China's islands and reefs, the Philippines has distorted the

basic facts underlying the disputes between China and the Philippines. In so doing, the Philippines attempts to

deny China's territorial sovereignty and clothes its illegal occupation of China's islands and reefs with a cloak of

"legality". The Philippines' attempt to seek a so-called "durable solution" such as this and the means it has

employed to that end are absolutely unacceptable to China.

In accordance with international law, and especially the principle of the law of the sea that "land dominates the

sea", determined territorial sovereignty is the precondition for, and basis of maritime delimitation. The claims for

arbitration as raised by the Philippines are essentially concerned with maritime delimitation between the two

countries in parts of the South China Sea, and thus inevitably involve the territorial sovereignty over certain

relevant islands and reefs. However, such issues of territorial sovereignty are not the ones concerning the

interpretation or application of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). Therefore, given the fact that
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the Sino-Philippine territorial disputes still remain unresolved, the compulsory dispute settlement procedures as

contained in UNCLOS should not apply to the claims for arbitration as raised by the Philippines. Moreover, in

2006, the Chinese Government made a declaration in pursuance of Article 298 of UNCLOS, excluding disputes

regarding such matters as those related to maritime delimitation from the compulsory dispute settlement

procedures, including arbitration. Therefore, the request for arbitration by the Philippines is manifestly

unfounded. China's rejection of the Philippines' request for arbitration, consequently, has a solid basis in

international law.

In the interest of maintaining the Sino-Philippine relations and the peace and stability in the South China Sea,

China has been persistent in pursuing bilateral negotiations and consultations with the Philippines to resolve

relevant disputes. It is a commitment undertaken by all signatories, the Philippines included, under the

Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) that disputes relating to territorial and

maritime rights and interests be resolved through negotiations by sovereign states directly concerned therewith.

The DOC should be implemented in a comprehensive and serious manner. China will adhere to the means of

bilateral negotiations to resolve territorial and maritime delimitation disputes both in accordance with applicable

rules of international law and in compliance with the spirit of the DOC.

Related News:

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference on April 25, 2013

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference on April 24, 2013

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference on April 23, 2013

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference on April 22, 2013

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference on April 19, 2013

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Qin Gang's Remarks on the International Community's Assistance to the Earthquake-Hit Zone in

Lushan, Sichuan

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference on April 18, 2013

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference on April 17, 2013
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Remarks by H.E. Li Keqiang Premier of the State Council of the People's Republic of China At the 16th
ASEAN-China Summit

2013/10/16

Bandar Seri Begawan, 9 October 2013

Your Majesty Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei Darussalam,

Dear Colleagues,

Good afternoon. I am delighted to join you in the beautiful city of Bandar Seri Begawan. His Majesty Sultan has attended the ASEAN-
China Summit many times and put in tremendous efforts in promoting ASEAN's cooperation with China. I wish to thank His Majesty
Sultan and the government of Brunei for the meticulous preparation and thoughtful arrangements for this meeting. As for me, this is my
first time to attend the meeting and I look forward to an in-depth exchange of views with all friends present, old and new, on the future
course of our cooperation.

The year 2013 marks the 10th anniversary of the China-ASEAN strategic partnership. Over the past decade, China-ASEAN relations
have achieved robust growth and our cooperation has made remarkable progress. We have deepened political mutual trust, supported
each other on many major international and regional affairs, and maintained good-neighborliness and harmonious coexistence. We have
significantly advanced our practical cooperation. From 2002 to 2012, two-way trade grew at an average annual rate of 23.6%, reaching
US$400 billion. Mutual investment increased 3.4 times, totaling over US$100 billion. China is now ASEAN's biggest trading partner and
ASEAN China's third largest trading partner. China and ASEAN have established the world's largest free trade area among developing
countries. We have increased our people-to-people and cultural exchanges, and deepened cooperation in areas relating to people's
livelihood and the development of social programs. Last year, 9.69 million Chinese tourists traveled to ASEAN countries. In the face of
the international financial crisis and major natural disasters, we stood alongside each other and worked closely together. This has
enhanced the public support for our cooperation.

Over the past decade, East Asia has grown with strong momentum despite the ups and downs in the international environment. The key
to fruitful China-ASEAN cooperation lies in mutual trust, pragmatism and inclusiveness. Such cooperation, in essence, serves our
common interests and complies with the trend of the times toward peace, development and cooperation. In today's world, countries, more
than ever before, need to have a peaceful and stable external environment. They need to push forward one's own development through
closer cooperation, view each other with a long-term perspective, and work jointly like one big family for their common future. To this end,
I believe we need to further intensify the following two points of consensus:

First, deeper strategic mutual trust and good-neighborly relations is fundamental to closer cooperation. Amidst great changes in the
international situation in the last 20-plus years since the end of the Cold War, East Asia has been able to seize the opportunity for
development and enjoyed rapid growth. The most important reason is that we have jointly maintained peace and stability in this region.
Without a secure environment, economic prosperity cannot sustain; and without mutual trust, win-win cooperation can hardly go any
further. China will, as always, pursue the foreign policy of building friendship and partnership with its neighbors, resolve differences
through friendly consultation and dialogue on the basis of mutual respect and equality, and support ASEAN's centrality in East Asia
cooperation. We are ready to share weal and woe and grow together with ASEAN. If I could compare China-ASEAN cooperation to a fine
piece of silk, then China and ASEAN would be the vertical thread and horizontal thread on the loom that have to be interwoven by the
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"shuttle" of mutual trust. That is how we can make sure that the piece of silk, when finished, could really shine with grandeur and
splendor.

The situation in the South China Sea is generally stable, and the differences that exist will not and should not affect the overall China-
ASEAN relations. Disputes in the South China Sea should be addressed through consultation and negotiation between parties directly
concerned. China and ASEAN countries should work together to maintain peace and stability in the South China Sea and jointly foster a
favorable environment for peaceful settlement of the disputes. Pending a peaceful settlement, China maintains that parties to the dispute
should work actively for joint development. There is freedom of navigation in the South China Sea, and the safety of navigation in the
South China Sea is assured. Each year, over 100,000 cargo ships from various countries sail across this area smoothly. China will
continue to work with other countries in the region to uphold the freedom and safety of navigation in the South China Sea.

The Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC), as an important political agreement reached among China and
ASEAN countries, constitutes the cornerstone for peace and stability in the South China Sea. Last month, the Senior Officials' Meeting
and Joint Working Group Meeting for the implementation of the DOC were successfully held in Suzhou, China. China will work with
ASEAN countries to vigorously promote practical maritime cooperation in the process of full and effective implementation of the DOC.
China will continue to have consultations with ASEAN countries on formulating a code of conduct in the South China Sea (COC) under
the framework of implementing the DOC, and will work with ASEAN countries to advance the formulation process of the COC in an active
and prudent manner under the principle of consensus building. A tranquil South China Sea is a blessing for all, while a turbulent one
benefits no one. We need to work together to make it a sea of peace, friendship and cooperation.

Second, focusing on economic development and expanding win-win results is crucial to deeper cooperation. China and ASEAN are both
in a crucial period of development. With a combined population of 1.9 billion, we enjoy a huge market and tremendous development
potential. To enhance business cooperation and draw on each other's strengths has become the choice for China and ASEAN countries
to overcome obstacles on the way ahead and promote common development. What we need to do is to take further actions and achieve
a few more major results to bring our practical cooperation to a new level. China will give strong support to the development of the GMS
and BIMP-EAGA, so as to narrow the development gap between ASEAN countries and promote ASEAN Community building. The recent
volatility in the financial markets of some Southeast Asian countries has not been followed by a new round of crisis. This is attributable to
the efforts of these countries in economic reform, structural adjustment and financial supervision, and to their communication, coordination
and cooperation in the financial and other fields. We should continue to uphold our common interests and make the dividends of our
cooperation reach our people in a most extensive way.

Dear Colleagues,

The China-ASEAN relationship has become a mature one and China-ASEAN cooperation has entered the fast track of development. We
need to seize the opportunities to further elevate our cooperation. To this end, and on the basis of the above-mentioned two points of
political consensus, I wish to make a seven-point proposal on building a framework for wide-ranging, in-depth, high-level and all-round
China-ASEAN cooperation in the next decade.

First, we need to actively discuss the possibility of concluding a treaty on good-neighborliness, friendship and cooperation between China
and ASEAN countries. Good-neighborliness and friendship are a treasure for China-ASEAN cooperation to which we all need to remain
truly committed. The new Chinese government attaches great importance to ASEAN and takes ASEAN as a priority on its diplomatic
agenda regarding the neighborhood. We should plant more flowers, not thorns, in our relations and always be good neighbors, good
friends and good partners. During the Special China-ASEAN Foreign Ministers' Meeting held recently, the two sides discussed the
possibility of concluding a treaty on good-neighborliness, friendship and cooperation between China and ASEAN countries. Smooth
progress of this process will reflect our confidence and resolve for jointly upholding peace and stability in the region, including in the
South China Sea, and for deepening mutually beneficial cooperation. If consensus could be reached and the treaty finally signed, it will
provide legal and institutional safeguards for China-ASEAN strategic cooperation, and will become a banner guiding the development of
China-ASEAN relations.

Second, we need to start negotiations on an upgraded version of the China-ASEAN Free Trade Area (CAFTA). China suggests to launch
negotiations as soon as possible on an upgraded CAFTA. We will encourage both sides to take more steps to open up such areas as
trade in goods, trade in services and investment cooperation so as to further advance trade and investment liberalization and facilitation.
We will endeavor to raise two-way trade to US$1 trillion by 2020, and enable ASEAN countries to benefit even more from regional
integration and China's economic growth. In the coming eight years, China will import as much as three trillion US dollars of goods from
ASEAN and invest over US$100 billion in ASEAN countries. The Chinese government supports Hong Kong in conducting FTA
negotiations with ASEAN as a separate customs territory. China also stands ready to work with ASEAN to advance negotiations of the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) to deepen economic integration of our region.

Third, we need to expedite the development of infrastructural connectivity. Better connectivity contributes to regional trade facilitation and
helps expand trade bilaterally and multilaterally. We should make good use of such mechanisms as the China-ASEAN Committee on
Connectivity Cooperation and China-ASEAN Transport Ministers' Meeting to make better planning and identify and launch landmark
collaborative projects on connectivity building as soon as possible. China will work with other parties to jointly advance the flagship project
of the Pan-Asia Railway network and hopes to see early start of its construction. To meet the financing needs of some regional countries
to upgrade infrastructure, China will continue to make proper use of the China-ASEAN Investment Cooperation Fund and provide special
loans. At the same time, China proposes that an Asian infrastructure investment bank be set up, and welcomes ASEAN countries to play
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an active part in it. With an open approach, the bank aims to pool collective efforts to raise our financing capacity and will give priority to
transport, energy, communication and other infrastructure projects in countries of the region.

Fourth, we need to step up regional financial cooperation and risk prevention. China will work with other countries in the region and take
more effective measures to tackle regional and international financial risks. China suggests that we increase the size and scope of
bilateral local currency swap, expand the pilot program of settling cross-border trade with local currencies to reduce the exchange rate
risks and settlement costs of intra-regional trade and investment, and fully leverage the role of the China-ASEAN Inter-bank Association.
We need to strengthen cooperation on the Chiang Mai Initiative Multilateralization and move speedily to improve the operational
procedures for the US$240 billion foreign exchange reserve pool. China is ready to provide facilitation to the monetary authorities and
other institutions of ASEAN countries to invest in China's bond market. We also need to vigorously explore and formulate a roadmap for
future regional financial cooperation and endeavor to forge an Asia currency stability system, an Asia credit system and an Asia
investment and financing cooperation system.

Fifth, we need to steadily advance maritime cooperation. This is a major undertaking, and both sides need to take active steps to
advance our maritime partnership and jointly build the Maritime Silk Road of the 21st century. China has set up a RMB3 billion China-
ASEAN Maritime Cooperation Fund and welcomes project proposals from ASEAN countries. The first group of 17 approved projects are
aimed to support cooperation over marine economy, maritime connectivity, marine environmental protection and scientific research, and
maritime search and rescue. Fishery cooperation should be given priority, as it benefits our people directly and helps to maintain stability.
China supports the holding of a China-ASEAN marine cooperation forum in Indonesia this coming November.

Sixth, we need to strengthen exchange and cooperation in the security field. China proposes that the mechanism of ASEAN-China
Defense Ministers' Meeting be improved and regular dialogues on regional security issues be held. China welcomes ASEAN defense
ministers to visit China at an appropriate time and hold a special China-ASEAN defense ministers' meeting. The two sides may also
deepen cooperation in disaster prevention and relief, cyber security, combating transnational crimes, joint law enforcement and other
non-traditional security fields. China proposes that a plan of action be formulated on China-ASEAN disaster relief cooperation, and that
contact be strengthened with the ASEAN Coordination Center for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management. China will provide
RMB50 million for cooperation on disaster prevention and relief. China is ready to establish a dialogue and exchange mechanism
between the maritime law enforcement agencies of the two sides and conduct personnel training and joint patrol with ASEAN countries.

Seventh, we need to intensify cultural, scientific, technological, environmental and people-to-people exchanges. The roots of friendship
and cooperation lie in the people. We will jointly formulate an action plan for China-ASEAN cultural cooperation and ensure the success
of activities during the 2014 year of China-ASEAN cultural exchange. In the next three to five years, China will provide ASEAN countries
15,000 government scholarships and build more education centers catered to ASEAN countries in China. China will contribute RMB200
million to the Asia Regional Cooperation Fund to mainly finance people-to-people exchange between the two sides and capacity building.
China will continue to support the development of such platforms as the China-ASEAN Center, China-ASEAN Think Tank Network and
China-ASEAN Public Health Cooperation Fund, and advance exchanges in culture and education and between youth, think tanks and
media organizations, so as to build strong popular support for our cooperation. China will continue to implement the China-ASEAN
Scientific and Technological Partnership Program, set up a China-ASEAN Science and Technology Innovation Center, and bolster
cooperation in new energy and other areas. China will also put forward an initiative for cooperation between Chinese and ASEAN
environmental industries, and establish a China-ASEAN demonstration base for cooperation and exchanges on environment-related
technologies and between relevant industries. China and ASEAN countries are home to eastern civilizations and we have confidence in
creating new highlights in our cooperation.

The two points of political consensus and seven cooperation proposals I have just outlined can be summarized as a "2+7 cooperation
framework". It demonstrates the political commitment of the current Chinese government towards the future development of China-
ASEAN relations. The essence is to increase political trust between China and ASEAN, deepen all-round cooperation and promote
common development, so that China-ASEAN relations will benefit the people of our two sides and contribute more to peace, stability and
prosperity of the region and beyond.

Dear Colleagues,

China-ASEAN relations enjoy a deep foundation and strong bonds; China-ASEAN cooperation promises tremendous potential and broad
prospects. People say that the future of the world lies in the Asia-Pacific and the prosperity of the Asia-Pacific hinges on East Asia. The
historical window of opportunity is open right in front of us: seizing it, we will accomplish greater development; missing it, we risk falling
behind. China wants to be ASEAN's partner and friend forever. Through sincere cooperation, we will make even greater contribution to
Asia and the world.

Thank you.

Sure
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs Spokesperson Hong Lei’s statement regarding comments  
by an official of the United States Department of State on the South China Sea 

8 February 2014 

Q: On February 5, United States Assistant Secretary Russel stated in a testimony 
before the Congress that the Chinese maritime claims based on the “nine-dash line” were 
inconsistent with principles of international law, and urged that the Chinese position should 
be clarified or adjusted. How does China respond to this? 

A. The Chinese maritime rights and interests in the South China Sea were formed 
historically and are protected by international law. China has remained committed to 
resolving maritime disputes with the countries involved through negotiation and consultation. 
Meanwhile, China attaches great importance to maintaining peace and stability in the South 
China Sea jointly with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations through implementing the 
Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea. As described above, the 
Chinese position is clear and consistent. Making-up issues and exaggeration of tensions 
would not help to maintain peace and stability in the Southeast Asian region. The comments 
made by certain officials in the congressional testimony are not constructive. We urge the 
United States to take a rational and fair attitude and play a constructive role toward the peace, 
stability, prosperity and development of the region, not the other way around.   

Copyright, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China  
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INTRODUCTION 

The Second ASEAN Informal Summit, held in Kuala Lumpur on 15 December 1997, 
adopted the ASEAN Vision 2020 which sets out a broad vision for ASEAN in the year 
2020: an ASEAN as a concert of Southeast Asian Nations, outward looking, living in 
peace, stability and prosperity, bonded together in partnership in dynamic development 
and in a community of caring societies. 

In order to implement the long-term vision, action plans are being drawn up to realise 
this Vision. The Ha noi Plan of Action (HPA) is the first in a series of plans of action 
building up to the realisation of the goals of the Vision. 

The HPA has a six-year timeframe covering the period from 1999 to 2004. The progress 
of its implementation shall be reviewed every three years to coincide with the ASEAN 
Summit Meetings. 

In recognition of the need to address the current economic situation in the region, 
ASEAN shall implement initiatives to hasten economic recovery and address the social 
impact of the global economic and financial crisis. These measures reaffirm ASEAN 
commitments to closer regional integration and are directed at consolidating and 
strengthening the economic fundamentals of the Member Countries. 

I.  STRENGTHEN MACROECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL 
COOPERATION 

To restore confidence, regenerate economic growth and promote regional financial 
stability through maintaining sound macroeconomic and financial policies as well as 
strengthening financial system and capital markets enhanced by closer consultations, so 
as to avoid future disturbances.  

1.1  Maintain regional macroeconomic and financial stability.  

1.1.1  Strengthen the ASEAN Surveillance Process; and   

1.1.2  Structure orderly capital account liberalisation. 

1.2  Strengthen financial systems. 

1.2.1  Adopt and implement sound international financial practices and 
standards, where appropriate by 2003; 

1.2.2  Coordinate supervision and efforts to strengthen financial systems; 

1.2.3  Develop deep and liquid financial markets to enable governments and 
private firms to raise long-term financing in local currency, thereby reducing the 
over dependence on bank finance and limiting the risks of financial crisis; 

1.2.4  Adopt and implement existing standards of disclosure and dissemination of 
economic and financial information; and 
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VII.  STRENGTHEN REGIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY 

7.1  Consolidate and strengthen ASEAN’s solidarity, cohesiveness and harmony by 
strengthening national and regional resilience through enhanced cooperation and mutual 
assistance to further promote Southeast Asia as a Zone of Peace, Freedom and 
Neutrality. 

7.2.  Promote coherent and comprehensive programmes of bilateral and regional 
cooperation and technical assistance to ASEAN member states to strengthen their 
integration into the community of Southeast Asian nations. 

7.3  Ratify the Second Protocol of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast 
Asia (TAC) as soon as possible. 

7.4  Encourage and facilitate the accession by ASEAN’s Dialogue Partners and other 
interested countries to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation with a view to developing the 
TAC into a code of conduct governing relations between Southeast Asian States and 
those outside the region. 

7.5  Formulate draft rules of procedure for the operations of the High Council as 
envisioned in TAC. 

7.6  Encourage greater efforts towards the resolution of outstanding problems of 
boundaries delimitation between ASEAN member states. 

7.7  Ensure border security and facilitate safe and convenient border crossings. 

7.8  Encourage Member Countries to cooperate in resolving border-related problems 
and other matters with security implications between ASEAN member countries. 

7.9  Promote efforts to secure acceptance by Nuclear Weapon States of the Treaty on 
Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ), including their early accession 
to the Protocol to the SEANWFZ Treaty. 

7.10  Convene the Commission for SEANWFZ Treaty to oversee the implementation of 
the Treaty and ensure compliance with its provisions. 

7.11  Support and participate actively in all efforts to achieve the objectives of general 
and complete disarmament, especially the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and 
other weapons of mass destruction. 

7.12  Encourage ASEAN Member Countries parties to a dispute to engage in friendly 
negotiation and use the bilateral and regional processes of  peaceful settlement of 
dispute or other procedures provided for in the U.N. Charter. 

7.13  Enhance efforts to settle disputes in the South China Sea through peaceful means 
among the parties concerned in accordance with universally recognized international 
law, including the 1982 U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

7.14  Continue efforts to promote confidence-building measures in the South China Sea 
between and among parties concerned. 
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7.15  Encourage all other parties concerned to subscribe to the ASEAN Declaration on 
the South China Sea. 

7.16  Promote efforts to establish a regional code of conduct in the South China Sea 
among the parties directly concerned. 

7.17  Intensify intra-ASEAN security cooperation through existing mechanisms among 
foreign affairs and defense officials. 

VIII.  ENHANCE ASEAN’S ROLE AS AN EFFECTIVE FORCE FOR 
PEACE, JUSTICE, AND MODERATION IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC 

AND IN THE WORLD 

8.1  Maintain ASEAN’s chairmanship in the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) process. 

8.2  Undertake, actively and energetically, measures to strengthen ASEAN’s role as the 
primary driving force in the ARF, including directing the ASEAN Secretary-General to 
provide the necessary support and services to the ASC Chairman in coordinating ARF 
activities. 

8.3  Formulate initiatives to advance, on a consensus basis and at a pace comfortable to 
all, the ARF process from its current emphasis on confidence-building to promoting 
preventive diplomacy. 

8.4  Promote public awareness of the ARF process and the need for ASEAN’s role as 
the primary driving force in respective ASEAN Member Countries. 

8.5  Continue the involvement of ASEAN defense and security officials together with 
foreign affairs officials in ARF activities. 

8.6  Develop a set of basic principles based on TAC as an instrument for promoting 
cooperative peace in the Asia-Pacific region. 

8.7  Enhance consultation and coordination of ASEAN positions at the United Nations 
and other international fora. 

8.8  Revitalize ASEAN’s relations with Dialogue Partners on the basis of equality, non-
discrimination and mutual benefit. 

IX.  PROMOTE ASEAN AWARENESS AND ITS STANDING IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

9.1  Support the activities of the ASEAN Foundation and other available resources and 
mechanisms to promote ASEAN awareness among its people. 

9.2  Launch, within ASEAN’s existing resources, a concerted communications 
programme to promote ASEAN’s standing in the international community and strengthen 
confidence in ASEAN as an ideal place for investment, trade and tourism.  

9.3  Establish and operate an ASEAN satellite channel by year 2000. 
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Joint Communique The 32nd ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting (AMM) Singapore, 

23-24 July 1999

1. We, the Foreign Ministers of the ten ASEAN countries, met in Singapore from 23–24 July 1999 and re-
newed our commitment to work together to meet the challenges of a region undergoing significant political 
and economic changes.

2. We warmly welcomed Cambodia’s participation for the first time in the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting 
(AMM), following the special ceremony in Hanoi on 30 April 1999. This is a milestone in ASEAN’s evo-
lution and a fulfilment of the vision of ASEAN’s founding fathers. All Southeast Asians are now part of 
a single community. We reaffirmed our commitment to assist Cambodia’s integration into ASEAN while 
preparing for the next phase of ASEAN’s development.

3. In the face of new challenges as well as opportunities, we the ASEAN Ten are confident of overcoming 
our current difficulties because we are all united in our aim of strengthening ASEAN. ASEAN’s fundamen-
tal role in managing diversity and differences in Southeast Asia is as important today as when ASEAN was 
formed in 1967. We have now entered a period of consolidation and rebuilding which would undoubtedly 
reinforce our foundations and set the stage for the emergence of a stronger ASEAN. With these challenges in 
mind, we unanimously reaffirmed the relevance and value of ASEAN to all our countries and renewed our 
determination to strengthen ASEAN.

4. The 6th ASEAN Summit held in Hanoi in December 1998 was a key turning point in the process of 
ASEAN’s recovery and consolidation. The Hanoi Declaration (HD) and the Hanoi Plan of Action (HPA) 
have taken ASEAN closer towards realising the ASEAN Vision 2020 adopted by our Leaders in 1997. In 
Hanoi, the ASEAN Leaders decided to strengthen regional co-operation and ASEAN unity and reaffirmed 
their commitment to keep ASEAN open to trade and investment. We reiterated ASEAN’s determination to 
fully implement the Leaders’ decisions on accelerating the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) and the ASE-
AN Investment Area (AIA). We would promote to the international community the set of Bold Measures 
adopted by the ASEAN Leaders at the Hanoi Summit in December 1998. We highlighted the significance of 
the decision of the Leaders of ASEAN and China, Japan and ROK to regularise the ASEAN+3 Summits. It 
underscored their confidence in ASEAN as a dynamic and resilient organisation.

ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS’ RETREAT

5. We held for the first time a Retreat of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers. The Retreat provided an opportunity 
for all ten ASEAN Foreign Ministers to hold frank and wide-ranging discussions on the future of ASEAN, 
the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and ASEAN’s dialogue relationships. The Retreat is part of a continu-
ous process of serious re-examination of the longer-term issues facing ASEAN. We are committed to con-
tinually shaping an ASEAN that is attuned to the challenges of the times. ASEAN will continue to play a key 
role in the region.
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6. We discussed the far-reaching effects of the financial crisis. We believe that ASEAN had taken a series of 
significant steps that would set us on the path to economic recovery. The economic outlook for the region 
had improved. Although there were still uncertainties, there were early signs of economic recovery. We 
acknowledged that more had to be done to sustain the recovery process and renewed our commitment to 
continue undertaking the necessary policy adjustment and structural reforms, and to expedite efforts in the 
reform of the international financial architecture.

7. In discussing the future direction of ASEAN, we focussed on the challenges confronting ASEAN which 
could undermine ASEAN’s image. We stressed the need to remain dynamic and adapt to changes in the 
external environment. We reaffirmed the fundamental principles of ASEAN and the importance of working 
together to strengthen ASEAN in order to face up to the challenges ahead. In the long term, the realisation of 
ASEAN Ten will strengthen regional resilience.

8. We discussed the issues facing ASEAN and its Dialogue Partners. Over the years, changes had taken place 
in our dialogue relationships. However, we recognised the unique role of the Post-Ministerial Conferences 
(PMC) and Dialogue Partnerships in managing the broad co-operative relationships. We renewed our com-
mitment to reinvigorate and intensify our dialogue relationships.

9. We reviewed the development of the ARF and discussed its future direction. For a regional political and 
security forum that groups very diverse countries and major powers, the ARF had made significant progress 
during the past five years. We noted with satisfaction that the ARF, through the active contributions of all 
ARF countries, had become the key forum for political and security dialogue and co-operation in the Asia-
Pacific region. We are committed to strengthening ASEAN’s role as the primary driving force of the ARF 
process. We noted that the ASEAN officials are preparing a paper on the concept and principles of Preven-
tive Diplomacy for discussion by the ARF Intersessional Support Group on Confidence-Building Measures 
(ISG on CBMs) during the next intersessional year. We stressed the importance of enhancing the ARF’s 
relevance and effectiveness in addressing the challenges faced by the region amidst the changing political 
and security environment. We also stressed the importance of moving the ARF process forward at a pace 
comfortable to all participants and on the basis of consensus.

JOINT ASEAN ROADSHOWS

10. We welcomed the idea of Joint ASEAN Roadshows proposed by Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong of Sin-
gapore to market ASEAN as a joint investment area to our major investors. This represents a concrete and 
concerted effort to advance our common interests and underscores our resolve to work together to restore 
ASEAN’s economic dynamism. We commended the proposal for further action by the 31st ASEAN Eco-
nomic Ministers (AEM) Meeting.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISIONS OF THE 6TH ASEAN SUMMIT

11. We agreed to hasten the implementation of the set of specific directives in the Hanoi Plan of Action to 
guide ASEAN activities over the next six years. This would speed up regional integration, mitigate the social 
impact of the global financial turmoil, deal with environmental issues and other transnational problems, 
and intensify international awareness of ASEAN. Significant advances had already been made by ASEAN 
Ministerial fora, Committees, the ASEAN Secretariat, and other ASEAN bodies. We noted that a review of 
progress would be made at the 7th ASEAN Summit in the year 2001.

12. We had a useful discussion on the preparations for the 3rd Informal ASEAN Summit to be held in Ma-
nila in November 1999 and endorsed the Special Joint Ministerial Meeting before the Summit involving the 
ASEAN Foreign, Economic and Finance Ministers.
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ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION

13. Following the Framework Agreement on the AIA signed by the ASEAN Economic Ministers in the Phil-
ippines in October 1998, the first AIA Council Meeting was held in Phuket in March 1999. The AIA would 
link the ASEAN economies more strongly together by extending national treatment to ASEAN investments 
in the manufacturing sector. We would actively support the joint promotion of investments in ASEAN as 
envisioned in the AIA.

14. In response to the rapid changes in the global financial environment, and the risk of contagion, the 
ASEAN Finance Ministries and Central Banks have strengthened their co-operation and consultations. The 
ASEAN Surveillance Process (ASP) was established to encourage peer reviews and share experiences on 
policy challenges facing our respective economies, in order to enhance macroeconomic and financial stabil-
ity in the region. Development of work programmes to implement the finance-related activities of the Hanoi 
Plan of Action is currently underway.

15. Steady progress had been made in formulating the implementing Protocols for the ASEAN Framework 
Agreement on the Facilitation of Goods in Transit. This would enable efficient transportation of goods in the 
region, support the implementation of the AFTA and further integrate the region’s economies.

16. We welcomed the ASEAN initiatives towards the establishment of an ASEAN Food Security Informa-
tion System and collaborative research to develop new and improved production, post-harvest and process-
ing technologies. We also noted the continuing efforts to enhance the marketability of ASEAN food, agricul-
ture and forest products and commodities through harmonisation, adoption and implementation of quality 
standards and regulations.

17. We welcomed the inauguration of the ASEAN Centre for Energy in January 1999 and the adoption of 
the ASEAN Plan of Action for Energy Co-operation 1999–2004 by the ASEAN Ministers of Energy in July 
1999 which would move forward the early realisation of the Trans-ASEAN energy network.

18. We hoped that efforts be further intensified to promote the development of the Mekong Basin, and that 
the implementation of projects and programmes in this framework be expedited accordingly. To this end, it 
is important to convene as soon as possible, the ASEAN-Mekong Basin Development Co-operation (AMB-
DC) Ministerial Meeting.

19. We would intensify efforts to develop the human potential, the natural resources and the infrastructure 
linkages of the Greater Mekong Sub-Region, including the development of less developed inter-state areas 
along the West-East Corridor (WEC), the Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN 
Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA), the Indonesia-Malaysia-Singapore Growth Triangle (IMS-GT), and the In-
donesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle (IMT-GT). Co-operation initiatives at the sub-regional levels 
would further enhance growth opportunities and expedite the region’s economic recovery progress.

POLITICAL AND SECURITY CO-OPERATION

20. We welcomed the progress made by the High Contracting Parties in ratifying the Second Protocol to the 
Treaty of Amity and Co-operation in Southeast Asia (TAC). We reiterated our call for extra-regional states, 
particularly the major powers, to accede to the TAC to reinforce its continuing relevance as the basis for a 
framework governing inter-state relations in the region and allowing ASEAN to maintain peace and stability 
in the region. This would be further reinforced once the Second Protocol comes into force.
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21. The ASEAN Foreign Ministers convened, for the first time, the Commission of the Southeast Asia Nu-
clear Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (SEANWFZ). This is the first concrete step towards the implementation of 
the Treaty. The Commission directed its Executive Committee to prepare the draft rules of procedure and to 
initiate all necessary actions to ensure compliance with the Treaty, including consultations with the Nuclear 
Weapon States and International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and other related bodies.

22. We noted the consultations which had taken place between the ASEAN SOM Working Group on the 
Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality (ZOPFAN) and SEANWFZ and the Nuclear Weapon States and 
urged the Nuclear Weapon States to accede to the Protocol to the SEANWFZ Treaty as another means of 
enhancing the regional security environment.

23. Positive progress had been made in the various ARF activities at both Track I and Track II levels, in-
cluding the constructive contribution of defence and military officials. We assessed that the Intersessional 
Support Group on Confidence Building Measures (ISG on CBMs), the Intersessional Meeting on Disaster 
Relief, Intersessional Meeting on Peacekeeping Operations, and other activities under their auspices had 
contributed substantially to the furthering of the ARF process, through the promotion of mutual understand-
ing and a mindset of cooperation. While recognising that the implementation of CBMs continued to be the 
focus of ARF, we noted the importance of advancing the ARF process on the basis of principles agreed, and 
in this context supported the recommendation of the ISG on CBMs to discuss the concept and principles of 
Preventive Diplomacy (PD) and to further explore the areas of overlap between CBMs and PD in the next 
intersessional year. We also encouraged increased interface between Track I and Track II and continued ac-
tive participation by defence and military officials in ARF activities.

ASEAN FUNCTIONAL CO-OPERATION

24. We discussed ASEAN functional co-operation and its part in preparing ASEAN to meet the challenges 
of the future. We noted the progress made over the past year as recorded in the ASEAN Standing Committee 
(ASC) Annual Report and commended the efforts made by the functional committees to work out strategies 
for coping with the impact of the regional crisis in their respective areas.

25. Economic growth is sustainable only if the environment is cared for. The atmosphere and the marine 
environment can be protected only through regional action. The ASEAN Regional Center for Biodiversity 
Conservation has started operations and a network of National Biodiversity Reference Units among all ASE-
AN member-countries has been set up to strengthen regional co-operation in biodiversity conservation. We 
welcomed the initiative to develop ASEAN Criteria and Indicators for Sustainable Forest Management in the 
region. We also appreciated the active participation of ASEAN Member Countries in meeting the objectives 
and recommendations for population and sustainable development contained in the Bali Declaration.

26. We recalled the ravages wrought by the land and forest fires in parts of Southeast Asia on the health and 
livelihood of people and on the growth of the economies of the area in the past two years. In this connec-
tion, we fully supported the work of the Haze Technical Task Force of the ASEAN Senior Officials on the 
Environment (ASOEN) in monitoring, combating and preventing land and forest fires and mitigating their 
effects. We appreciated the support extended by the Asian Development Bank, the United Nations Environ-
mental Programme, and the governments of Australia, Canada, and the United States. We urged the interna-
tional community to continue its support.

27. Recalling our earlier decision to co-operate in ensuring the conservation and sustainability of water 
resources, we commended the ASOEN for taking concrete steps to pursue this initiative. We welcomed the 
proposed establishment of an ASEAN Network of Water Resource Agencies (ANWRA), which is expected 
to contribute to the realisation of ASEAN regional water conservation programme embodied in the Hanoi 
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Plan of Action (HPA).

28. Science & Technology co-operation had been enhanced with the development of a dynamic and respon-
sive set of strategies to encourage intra-ASEAN cooperation and collaboration with dialogue partners and 
the private sector. The ASEAN Committee on Science and Technology (COST) had undertaken a project 
entitled ASEAN Science and Technology Network (ASTNET) to facilitate information exchange between 
ASEAN and international science & technology organisations and to serve as an information resource and 
link to the business sector.

29. We stressed the urgent need to strengthen the regional capacity to combat transnational crime. The 
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime held in Yangon last month had initiated a regional 
plan of action to combat such crimes as illicit drug trafficking, money laundering, terrorism, piracy, arms 
smuggling and trafficking in persons and agreed in principle to establish the ASEAN Centre for Combating 
Transnational Crime (ACTC). We reaffirmed ASEAN’s commitment to the Joint Declaration for a Drug-
Free ASEAN, signed at the 31st AMM in Manila, and called for the support of the international community 
for the implementation of ASEAN drug control programmes.

30. The ASEAN University Network (AUN) had progressed in its work in promoting student and faculty 
exchanges, ASEAN studies and collaborative research. In connection with ASEAN’s educational goals, we 
welcomed the implementation of the Singapore Scholarship launched during the 6th ASEAN Summit.

31. We reaffirmed ASEAN’s policy of ensuring that the poor, the disadvantaged, and other vulnerable sec-
tors of society, including women and children, are not harmed or neglected in the effort to promote econom-
ic growth. We stressed the crucial role of women in economic recovery programmes. It is important to focus 
on the social impact of the crisis and to expand social programmes in times of difficulty. We welcomed the 
adoption of the regional plans of action on health and nutrition, tuberculosis control and disease surveillance 
to assist ASEAN in addressing priorities in the areas of nutrition promotion, new, emerging and re-emerging 
diseases, environmental health, food and drugs safety and disability.

32. We welcomed the Action Plan and Work Programme of the ASEAN Task Force on Social Safety Nets, 
which aims to strengthen the capacity of ASEAN countries for developing and implementing social services 
for the poor and the disadvantaged. We recognised the importance of developing strategies aimed at coor-
dinating, developing and implementing regional activities concerning Social Safety Nets. We supported the 
sharing of knowledge, experience, expertise and best practices in designing immediate and long-term social 
safety nets, as called for in the Action Plan. We acknowledged that alternative, creative and innovative ways 
and strategies have to be found in order to achieve these objectives and welcomed support and assistance 
from countries and multilateral institutions. To meet the short-term and long-term needs in these areas, par-
ticularly in Human Resource Development, we agreed to consider the establishment of an ASEAN Human 
Resource Development Fund, so as to facilitate the process of regional integration within ASEAN.

33. We welcomed the progress made in the work of the ASEAN Foundation during the past year. We noted 
its efforts to prepare a plan of action and a work programme focussing on the priority areas of the HPA, 
that are in the Foundation’s mandate to promote: ASEAN awareness, people-to-people interaction, human 
resources development and poverty alleviation. A Workshop to formulate the Medium to Long-Term Action 
Plan of the Foundation was held in July this year. We urged the Board of Trustees to expedite the imple-
mentation of projects on human resources development. We also noted with appreciation the contributions 
by Japan and China to the Foundation and urge our Dialogue Partners and the private sector to support the 
Foundation.
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EXTERNAL RELATIONS

34. We reaffirmed the importance of an outward-looking ASEAN, which can play a pivotal role in interna-
tional fora. We appreciated the continuing support extended by the international community, particularly 
ASEAN’s Dialogue Partners, to ASEAN’s activities. We hoped that our Dialogue Partners, the international 
financial institutions, United Nations agencies, foundations and non-governmental organisations would 
collaborate with ASEAN in carrying out the co-operative measures in the HPA. We are encouraged by their 
participation in the ASEAN Development Co-operation Forum held in the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta in 
May 1999.

35. We reaffirmed adherence to the principle of non-discrimination in the pursuit of development co-opera-
tion in ASEAN. ASEAN’s relationships with all its Dialogue Partners, as well as its co-operation with other 
countries and regional and international organisations are based on equality, non-interference, non-discrim-
ination, mutual respect and mutual benefit. To ensure that ASEAN consolidates its relationships with the 
current Dialogue Partners, we agreed to consider new ASEAN Dialogue relationships only after July 2000.

REVIEW OF THE ROLE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE ASEAN SECRETARIAT

36. We commended the work of the Special Directors-General Working Group on the Review of the Role 
and Functions of the ASEAN Secretariat. With the new challenges facing ASEAN over the last few years, 
new demands had been placed on the ASEAN Secretariat. The rationalisation of the Secretariat’s organisa-
tional structure would allow the Secretariat to be a more effective instrument in helping ASEAN prepare for 
the future. The completion of the Review was in line with the call in the HPA for a more responsive Secre-
tariat.

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ISSUES

37. In reviewing the regional and international political situation, we reiterated our conviction that a stable, 
strategic relationship among the major powers, particularly China, Japan, Russia and the United States was 
a vital contributing factor to the peace, security, stability and prosperity of the Asia-Pacific region, especially 
Southeast Asia. A positive framework of relations among the major powers and their efforts in enhancing 
their mutual understanding and co-operation in their relations at bilateral and global levels are all the more 
vital, in order to ensure the continuation of the economic recovery in the region.

38. We expressed our concern over the tension that arose in the Taiwan Strait after 9 July 1999, which could 
seriously affect regional peace and stability and prospects for economic recovery. We hoped for a quick and 
peaceful return to normalcy. We reaffirmed our commitment to our “One China Policy”.

39. In reviewing the situation in the South China Sea, we recognised that several issues remained a source of 
concern, including the overlapping and conflicting claims among the countries involved that remain unre-
solved. We emphasised the importance of resolving these issues in the interest of peace and stability in the 
region. We reiterated the need for the disputes to be settled peacefully, in accordance with the recognised 
principles of international law, including the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and to 
continue to exercise self-restraint in the conduct of activities in the South China Sea. We recalled the ASE-
AN Foreign Ministers’ agreement in 1996 to the idea of a regional Code of Conduct which would lay the 
foundation for long-term stability in the area and foster understanding among claimant countries. At the 6th 
ASEAN Summit, the ASEAN Leaders agreed to promote efforts to establish a regional Code of Conduct in 
the South China Sea among the parties directly concerned. Pursuant to these agreements, we noted that as a 
follow-up to the ASEAN SOM recommendation in May 1999, the Philippines has submitted a draft Region-
al Code of Conduct for the immediate consideration of the ASEAN SOM Working Group on ZOPFAN and 
SEANWFZ at its next meeting. We recognised the positive contribution of the ongoing bilateral and multi-
lateral consultations among the parties concerned at the intergovernmental level, the extensive consultations 
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at the ASEAN-China Dialogue and the regular exchange of views in the ARF, and the on-going Informal 
Workshops on Managing Potential Conflicts in the South China Sea and encouraged their continuance.

40. We are also concerned with developments in the Korean Peninsula and agreed that the parties involved 
should not adopt postures which could undermine peace and security. We reaffirmed the importance of 
maintaining the 1953 Armistice Agreement and the Agreed Framework and hoped that all the parties would 
continue dialogue with a view to establishing a permanent peace regime. We expressed support for the Four-
Party Talks, the inter-Korean Dialogue, the US-DPRK negotiations and the Korean Peninsula Energy Devel-
opment Organization (KEDO) in promoting peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula and as a peaceful 
means to advance global nuclear non-proliferation. In this regard, we noted the Republic of Korea’s efforts 
to contribute to the stability of the Peninsula, including through the Sunshine Policy.

41. We noted with deep concern developments in Kosovo, including the humanitarian crisis, and its implica-
tions. We reaffirmed our support for the UN Charter and respect for the basic principles of international law. 
In this connection, we welcomed the comprehensive political settlement of the Kosovo crisis as endorsed by 
the United Nations Security Council Resolution S/RES/1244(1999) of 10 June 1999, and urged all parties 
involved to work closely with the UN in implementing the settlement.

42. We hope for a new momentum in the Middle East Peace Process and welcome the sentiments expressed 
by the leaders of Syria, Israel and the Palestinians to move on to a comprehensive peace in the region. We 
welcomed recent encouraging statements by the new Prime Minister of Israel to withdraw from Southern 
Lebanon within the year and to implement the Wye River Agreement in full, thus paving the way for the fur-
ther return of territory to Palestine National Authority (PNA). We urged the parties concerned to implement 
all agreements signed and all pledges and commitments made following the Oslo Peace Accords and Madrid 
Conference, in particular the principle of land for peace, in due compliance with relevant United Nations 
Resolutions. We also called for an early resumption of negotiations between Israel, Syria, Lebanon and PNA 
in order to achieve a comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle East. We called on Israel to take steps 
for the immediate and full cessation of the construction of the settlement at Jabel Abu Ghaneim and similar 
activities in the West Bank.

43. We welcomed the agreement reached by India and Pakistan to end hostilities along the Line of Control 
and urged both sides to resolve the dispute through dialogue.

44. We reaffirmed our support for the goals and principles of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). We 
stressed the importance of the NAM as a unifying forum not only for discussions but also co-operation 
among developing countries, so that they may exert a more active influence on the direction and manage-
ment of world affairs. We recognised the NAM’s strength as a significant leverage in negotiations vis-a-vis 
the developed countries on crucial political and economic issues. We emphasised the need to continue the 
active and collective promotion of agreed positions of the NAM members in the UN and in the international 
arena.

45. We exchanged views on the need to reform the UN Security Council, particularly on the aspect of repre-
sentation among the developing countries. We agreed that the reform and expansion of the Security Council 
should be considered as a package. Any reform, however, must take into account the principle of sovereign 
equality of states and equitable geographical distribution. There is also the need for transparency, account-
ability and democratisation in the working methods and procedures of the Security Council, particularly in 
its decision-making process.

46. We stressed the importance for all states that have not signed or ratified the Comprehensive Test Ban 
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Treaty (CTBT) and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to do so. We urged all states to refrain from 
undertaking weaponisation or deploying missiles to deliver nuclear weapons, and to prevent any transfer 
of nuclear weapon-related materials, technology and equipment. To this end, we called for the immediate 
commencement and early conclusion of negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament on a treaty banning 
the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons purposes as an essential measure of nuclear disarma-
ment and non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. We also called on the nuclear weapon states to make further 
efforts towards achieving the ultimate objective of eliminating nuclear weapons.

47. We noted the progress that has been made on the implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention 
(CWC) and called on all states which had not ratified or acceded to the CWC to do so. Progress has also 
been made in the work on the protocol dealing with compliance and verification of the Biological Weapons 
Convention (BWC). To this end, we commended the work of the Ad Hoc Group of State Parties to the BWC.

48. We supported the ongoing negotiations to draft an international convention against organised transna-
tional crime, as well as its supplementary protocols on addressing trafficking in women and children, and 
illegal trafficking in firearms. We urged the international community to focus its attention on the problem of 
transnational crime, and called on the UN to play the lead role in co-ordinating the efforts of Member States 
to deal with this problem.

49. We noted the entry into force of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production 
and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction. We agreed to support initiatives to enhance 
international co-operation on demining, including training, and in the removal of unexploded ordinance as 
well as the rehabilitation of mine victims.

50. We recalled the decision of the 26th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting held on 23–24 July 1993 in Singapore 
to consider the establishment of an appropriate regional mechanism on human rights and noted the estab-
lishment of the informal non-governmental Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism. 
The Working Group and ASEAN officials have met regularly since the 29th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting 
in Jakarta, most recently on 22 July 1999 in Singapore. We recognised the importance of continuing these 
dialogues.

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES

51. We welcomed the improved outlook for world output growth and noted that significant challenges re-
main. We called upon the major countries to address the downside risks to the world output growth and to 
implement appropriate macroeconomic and structural measures. We emphasised the importance of open and 
competitive markets to sustain growth and stability and urged further market access for ASEAN exports. We 
welcomed China’s commitment and effort to reform the financial sector and state-owned enterprise for sus-
tainable development, and its continued pledge not to devalue its currency. We noted the signs of imminent 
recovery in Japan and welcomed Japan’s continued efforts in putting in place measures to stimulate domestic 
demand-led growth. We noted with appreciation Japan’s US$30 billion assistance to Asia through the Mi-
yazawa initiative. We hoped the United States would direct policies at ensuring sustainable non-inflationary 
growth. We welcomed the launch of the Euro and looked forward to the increased role of the Euro in facili-
tating greater stability in international financial markets and urged Europe to implement policies to support 
domestic demand.

52. In this regard, we reiterated our support for the ASEAN consensus forged by the ASEAN Finance Minis-
ters on the reform of the international financial architecture. We called for expeditious implementation of the 
concrete measures that have already achieved a high degree of consensus.
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World Trade Organisation (WTO)

53. We looked forward to the 3rd WTO Ministerial Conference to be held in Seattle, USA on 30 Novem-
ber-3 December 1999. This meeting would provide an important opportunity to shape the future work pro-
gramme of the WTO. We urged our officials to contribute positively towards the preparations underway in 
Geneva by submitting specific work proposals regarding the WTO’s future work programme, with a view to 
the early finalisation of a substantive and balanced agenda for the Ministerial Conference.

54. We emphasised the importance of the membership of Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam in the WTO and reit-
erated our full support for their early admission. We urged the WTO to expedite the accession process.

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)

55. We are heartened by the signs of recovery in a number of APEC Members’ economies but agreed that 
much still needs to be done to put in place measures that would facilitate a sustainable recovery. In this re-
spect, we welcomed the significant capacity-building initiatives announced at the APEC Leaders Meeting in 
Kuala Lumpur last year.

56. We noted the continuous efforts to liberalise trade and investment and APEC’s key role in strengthening 
the multilateral trading system. APEC has an important opportunity to make significant contributions to the 
WTO this year in the run-up to the 3rd WTO Ministerial Conference in Seattle. We pledged our support to 
New Zealand during its Chairmanship of APEC and expressed confidence that important outcomes would be 
achieved under its leadership.

Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM)

57. We were pleased by the strong registration of continued commitment and support towards the ASEM 
process at the 2nd ASEM Foreign Ministers Meeting of 29 March 1999. We reaffirmed our determination to 
keep the ASEM process open and evolutionary. We acknowledged that changes in the global and regional 
landscapes of Asia and Europe had made it more important for both regions to strengthen existing co-opera-
tion, which would constitute the basis for a stable Asia-Europe new comprehensive partnership.
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 Chairman's Statement of the 6th Meeting of the ASEAN 
Regional Forum, Singapore, 26 July 1999

Chairman's Statement 
The Sixth Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum 

Singapore, 26 July 1999

The Sixth Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) was held in Singapore on 26 July 1999. The 
Meeting was chaired by H.E. Professor S Jayakumar, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Singapore, The 
Meeting was attended by all ARF participants. The Secretary General of ASEAN was also present. 

·  The Ministers welcomed Mongolia joining the 6th ARF as a new participant. 

·  The Ministers welcomed the admission of the Kingdom of Cambodia as a member of ASEAN, 
thereby realising the vision of ASEAN-10. They expressed confidence that ASEAN-10 will contribute 
to peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 

Overview of the ARF Process

· The Ministers expressed satisfaction that the ARF has continued to serve as the key forum for political 
and security dialogue and co-operation in the region. They noted that since its inception in 1994, the 
ARF Ministers and senior officials have become more comfortable with each other through frequent 
interactions at the various ARF fora. Such enhanced comfort levels have enabled ARF participants to 
exchange views frankly on issues of common concern, thereby encouraging greater transparency and 
mutual understanding. The Ministers agreed to build on these strong foundations to move the process 
forward so that the ARF would continue to remain relevant and able to respond to the challenges posed 
by the changing political and security environment of the region. The Ministers noted the useful 
exchange of views at the lunch gathering of senior defence officials, and welcomed the continuation of 
this practice at future ARF Ministerial Meetings. The Ministers further noted the constructive 
contributions that defence and military officials have made to the ARF process and encouraged their 
continued participation in all relevant ARF activities. 

·  The Ministers emphasised that the ARF process will continue to develop at a pace that is comfortable 
to all participants and reaffirmed their commitment to make decisions by consensus. They noted that this
has contributed to steady progress being made. The Ministers emphasised the importance of confidence 
building to the success of the ARF and encouraged the further development of confidence building 
measures (CBMs). They endorsed the recommendations of the ARF Senior Officials Meeting and the 
ARF Inter-sessional Support Group on Confidence Building Measures (ISG on CBMs) to discuss the 
concept and principles of Preventive Diplomacy and noted the common understandings reached on the 
four tabled proposals relating to the overlap between CBMs and Preventive Diplomacy. The Ministers 
noted that this was a positive step forward. The Ministers expressed their continued support for the 
leading role of ASEAN in the ARF process and noted with appreciation that ASEAN would be 
preparing the draft paper on the concept and principles of Preventive Diplomacy for discussion among
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ARF members. 

Highlights of Issues Discussed

·  The Ministers had substantive discussions on major regional and international issues that had an 
impact on the regional security environment. The exchange of views was candid and focussed and 
helped to create better mutual understanding of the security perceptions and concerns among ARF 
participants.

·  The Ministers, inter alia, discussed the security implications of the regional economic and financial 
crisis. They noted that it had a significant economic, political and security impact on the region and 
agreed that the ARF should continue to pay attention to the security implications of the crisis. The 
Ministers also noted that co-operative regional arrangements had played an important role in containing 
the effects of the crisis. The Ministers recognised that the strength of the regional economy would affect 
regional and national resilience. In this connection, they noted that the situation had stabilised as 
compared to last year and that the region was now beginning to recover. Nevertheless, continued 
restructuring and policy reform would be necessary to sustain the recovery. 

·  The Ministers agreed that stable relations among the major powers was an integral element 
underpinning regional stability. In this regard, the Ministers welcomed the regular exchanges of visits, 
including at the leadership level, which have contributed to stable relations among the major powers. 
The Ministers stressed the importance of the major powers continuing to promote dialogue and co-
operation among themselves through all available modalities, including the ARF. 

·  The Ministers recognised that the state of relations among the major powers in the Asia-Pacific was 
affected by events in other regions. In this regard, the Ministers discussed developments in 
Kosovo/FRY. They were concerned with its wider implications. They expressed their deep regret over 
the loss of thousands of innocent lives. The Ministers reaffirmed their support for the UN Charter and 
respect for the basic principles of international law. In this connection, they welcomed the 
comprehensive political settlement of the Kosovo crisis as endorsed by the United Nations Security 
Council Resolution S/RES/1244(1999) of 10 June 1999, and urged all parties involved to work closely 
with the UN in implementing the settlement, which will bring to an end war crimes and crimes against 
humanity and permit the people of Kosovo to enjoy basic human rights within Kosovo/FRY. The 
Ministers also expressed their deep regret over the tragic incident involving the Chinese Embassy in 
Yugoslavia in early May, which had caused the loss of innocent lives and many casualties. The 
Ministers extended their sympathy and condolences to the Chinese people and relatives of the victims 
and to all the innocent victims of the Kosovo conflict. 

·  The Ministers recognised the Treaty of Amity and Co-operation in Southeast Asia (TAC) as a key 
regional instrument for strengthening security in the region. They noted that non-Southeast Asian 
countries, in particular the major powers, were now in the process of considering acceding to the TAC 
after the Second Protocol amending the TAC enters into force. This would contribute positively to the 
evolution of a region-wide code of conduct. The Ministers expressed support for the continuing 
consultations between the State Parties of the SEANWFZ (Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon Free Zone) 
Treaty and the Nuclear Weapon States regarding the latters' accession to the Protocol of the Treaty. The 
Ministers noted that nuclear-weapon-free zones would contribute to the goal of comprehensive nuclear 
disarmament. In this regard, the Ministers also welcomed the United Nations General Assembly's 
resolution 53/77D of 4 December 1998 on Mongolia's International Security and Nuclear-Weapon-Free 
Status.

·  The Ministers welcomed the commitment of all the countries concerned to the peaceful settlement of 
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disputes in the South China Sea in accordance with the recognized principles of international law and 
the UNCLOS. They stressed the importance of freedom of navigation in this area. The Ministers noted 
that some ARF countries were concerned that there could be increased tensions. They welcomed the 
continued exercise of self-restraint by all sides and the positive contributions made by the bilateral 
consultations between the countries concerned. They further welcomed the dialogue in the ASEAN-
China Senior Officials Consultations, the regular exchange of views in the ARF, and the continuing 
work of the Informal Workshop on Managing Potential Conflicts in the South China Sea, which have 
enhanced confidence building. They noted that ASEAN was working on a regional Code of Conduct in 
the South China Sea. 

·  The Ministers noted that developments in the Korean Peninsula remain of concern and agreed that 
parties involved should not adopt policies which could undermine peace and stability. They emphasised 
the importance of observing the 1953 Armistice Agreement. The Ministers expressed concern over the 
August 1998 payload launch and other missile-related activities which could heighten tensions and have 
serious consequences for stability in the Korean Peninsula and the region. The Ministers supported all 
efforts to improve relations between the DPRK and the ROK and in this connection, noted the ROK's 
policy aimed at establishing a regime of peaceful co-existence with the DPRK. They welcomed the 
recent positive developments at the Four-Party Talks and the US-DPRK negotiations on the suspected 
underground facility. They also reiterated support for the Four-Party Talks and reaffirmed the 
importance of maintaining the 1994 Agreed Framework and implementing the Korean Peninsula Energy 
Development Organization (KEDO) projects. 

·  The Ministers emphasised the importance of systematic and progressive efforts taken by nuclear 
weapon states on nuclear disarmament and called on them to make further efforts towards achieving the 
ultimate objective of eliminating nuclear weapons. The Ministers noted that there were strong calls for 
all states to sign and ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and to accede to the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) as soon as possible. As an essential measure of nuclear non-
proliferation and disarmament, the Ministers further urged the Conference on Disarmament to 
immediately begin and swiftly conclude negotiations on a treaty banning the production of fissile 
material for nuclear weapons purposes as a matter of priority. The Ministers called on all states to 
exercise restraint in the development, testing and export of ballistic missiles and other delivery means of 
weapons of mass destruction. The Ministers also called for a speedy and successful conclusion to the 
negotiations on a verification protocol for the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC). The Ministers 
noted support for encouraging states that had tested nuclear weapons last year to exercise restraint, 
including by adhering to the comprehensive test ban treaty, and to revive the Lahore process. 

·  The Ministers noted with appreciation the entry into force of the Ottawa Convention on the 
Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and their 
Destruction, and the convening of the First Meeting of the State Parties to the Convention held in 
Maputo on 3-7 May 1999. They also noted the early entry into force of the amended mines protocol 
(Protocol 11) of the Convention on Conventional Weapons (CCW), and efforts being made in other 
bodies, including the Conference on Disarmament, to complement the Ottawa Convention by engaging 
key non-signatories. The Ministers noted with appreciation several unilateral moratoria on the transfer 
and commercial export of several categories of mines. The Ministers agreed to support initiatives to 
enhance international co-operation on demining, the removal of unexploded ordnance and rehabilitation 
of victims, and commended efforts by some ARF countries to provide training and assistance on mine 
clearance. In this regard, they noted the efforts by the Cambodian Mine Action Centre (CMAC) and the 
Thailand Mine Action Centre (TMAC). 

·  The Ministers discussed transboundary problems that could have a significant impact on regional 
security. They recognised that the illegal accumulation of small arms and light weapons posed a threat to 
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peace and security in many regions and urged the international community to focus its attention to this 
problem. In view of the international conference to be convened by the UN no later than 2001, the 
Ministers called on member states to increase their efforts so as to enable the UN to play its leading role 
in dealing with the problem. The Ministers noted with concern the problem of piracy in the region and 
recognised that there is a need for cooperative approaches to deal with this problem. They also noted the 
problem of illegal migration. 

Track I and II Activities for the Current and Next Inter-sessional Years

·  The Ministers noted with satisfaction the successful implementation of numerous Track I and II 
activities for the current inter-sessional year (July 1998-July 1999). The Ministers noted the following 
major Track I activities: 

a.  Co-Chairmen's Summary Report of the two meetings of the Inter-sessional Support Group on 
Confidence Building Measures in Honolulu on 4-6 November 1998 and Bangkok on 3-5 March 1999. 

b.  Co-Chairmen's Report of the Intersessional Meeting on Disaster Relief in Moscow on 11-1 3 April 
1999.

c.   ARF Experts Group Meeting on Disaster Relief on 29 January 1999 in Bangkok. 

·  The Ministers commended the work of the ISG on CBMs and the ISM on Disaster Relief in furthering 
the ARF process, They endorsed the recommendations as contained in the above-mentioned reports and 
agreed that the ISM on Disaster Relief and the ISG on CBMs should continue their work for another 
year. In this regard, the Ministers welcomed the offers by Vietnam and Russia to co-chair the ISM on 
Disaster Relief and by Singapore and Japan to co-chair the ISG on CBMs for the next intersessional 
year. The Ministers also welcomed the production of the Annual Security Outlook (ASO) by individual 
participants on a voluntary basis at the Track I level for compilation without any editing by the ARF 
Chairman and noted that maritime co-operation would be included in the agenda of future ISG on 
CBMs.

·  The Ministers also noted that the following Track I activities took place under the auspices of the ISG 
on CBMs: 

a.  Seminar on the Production of Defence Policy Documents in Canberra on 31 August-2 September 
1998.

b.  Second ARF Meeting of Heads of Defence Colleges and Institutions, in Seoul on 8-10 September 
1998.

c.   Symposium on Tropical Hygiene and Prevention and Treatment of Tropical Infectious Diseases, in 
Beijing on 25-27 November 1998. 

d.  ARF Professional Development Programme in Washington D.C. on l8-23 April 1999. 

·  The Ministers further noted that the following Track I activities took place under the auspices of the 
ISM on Peacekeeping Operations: 

a.  Workshop of Approaches to Training for Peacekeeping, in Dublin on 19-23 October 1998.
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b.  Training Course on Modern Peacekeeping Operations in Tokyo on 22-26 March 1999. 

·  The Ministers also took note of the following Track II activities: 

a.  ARF Workshop on Disaster Management in Bangkok on 25-28 January 1998. 

b.  CSCAP Seminar on Preventive Diplomacy in Bangkok on 28 Feb-2 March 1999. 

c.   Conference on "Towards Comprehensive Security and Cooperation in the Asia Pacific" in 
Vladivostok on 25-27 April 1999. 

The Ministers endorsed the programme of work for the next inter-sessional year (July 1999-July 2000). 

Future Direction of the ARF Process

·  The Ministers confirmed that the ARF is a framework for political and security dialogue and 
cooperation in the region and that its discussions and activities should be focused on issues which would 
have significant impact on regional security. The Ministers agreed that ASEAN would remain the 
driving force of the ARF process and that the ARF would maintain its evolutionary approach as the 
process progresses from confidence building to preventive diplomacy and, as an eventual goal, the 
elaboration of approaches to conflict resolution. The ARF process will continue to move at a pace 
comfortable to all ARF participants on the basis of consensus. The Ministers recognised the importance 
of CBMs in enhancing confidence and trust among ARF members and agreed that the ARF should 
further develop and deepen co-operation on CBMs among- ARF members. They recognized that various 
efforts at confidence building would have an important role in facilitating the ARF process. 

·  The Ministers also requested the ISG on CBMs to further explore the overlap between CBMs and 
Preventive Diplomacy for the next inter-sessional year, focussing inter alia, on the development of the 
concept and principles of preventive diplomacy. In this regard, the Ministers welcomed the offer by 
ASEAN to prepare a paper on the concept and principles of Preventive Diplomacy for consideration by 
the ARF SOM at its next meeting. 
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Chairman’s Press Statement: 3rd Informal Summit (28 Nov. 1999)
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Joint Communique of The 33rd ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting Bangkok, Thailand, 
24-25 July 2000 

 1. The Foreign Ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations convened at the 33rd ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok on 24-25 July 2000 under the chairmanship of His Excellency Dr. Suri
Pitsuwan, Foreign Minister of Thailand.
2. The Meeting was attended by all the Foreign Ministers of the ten ASEAN Member Countries an
Papua New Guinea. The Secretary-General of ASEAN was also in attendance. The representatives o
the Southern African Development Community and the United Nations Transitional Administration i
East Timor were also invited as guest of the host country. His Excellency Mr. Chuan Leekpai, Prim
Minister of Thailand, addressed the Ministers at the opening of the meeting.
3. The Foreign Ministers, at their meeting and at a Retreat among themselves, reviewed the situation i
Southeast Asia. They concluded that ASEAN had emerged from the global and financial difficulties o
1997 and 1998 stronger and more cohesive than before. ASEAN continued to be an effective force fo
regional peace and stability. At the same time, the Ministers acknowledged that the regional and nationa
measures being undertaken to make the region's economic recovery possible needed to be sustained i
the recovery was to endure.
A COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA
4. The Foreign Ministers recalled that the ASEAN Declaration was signed in Bangkok almost 33 year
ago on 8 August 1967, and that the organisation had grown from the five original members to now
include all the ten countries in the region.
5. The Foreign Ministers reviewed some of the issues discussed at last year's Retreat in Singapore
including the need to maintain a united and relevant ASEAN, the future of the ARF and PMC, and th
emerging issues affecting regional peace and stability.
6. The Foreign Ministers discussed the challenges affecting the Association, in particular the region'
geo-economic realities and the effects of globalisation. The Foreign Ministers exchanged views on how
a more comprehensive development agenda in strengthening national resilience could better prepare th
region for the complexities and magnitude of globalisation, enhance the region's economi
competitiveness and advance the creation of caring societies called for in the ASEAN Vision 2020.
7. The Foreign Ministers discussed the main elements of a more comprehensive developmont agenda
including augmenting the process of greater outreach to the people, enhancing ASEAN's economi
integration; advancing the development of ASEAN as a concert of nations; and building a community o
peace.
8. The Foreign Ministers noted the importance of poverty eradication, heightening social and huma
resources development, promoting equitable growth, facilitating the participation of all sectors of societ
in community and national activities in realizing the objective of total human development. They agree
to propose that a portion of the Solidarity Fund in the ASEAN Foundation be used for human resource
development. They agreed that promoting a strong sense of ASEAN identity would enable ASEAN t
maintain its rich cultural heritage and promote ASEAN to the outside world.
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9. The Foreign Ministers expressed support for the efforts to promote the development of informatio
technology (IT) as a tool to foster 'knowledge-based' societies in ASEAN in such areas as e-literacy, e
education, e-health and e-development.
10. The foreign Ministers underscored the need to strengthen cooperation on transnational issue
affecting the region, especially those related to environment, trafficking in persons, trafficking of illici
drugs, transnational crime and HIV/AIDS.
11. While economic recovery was taking place, the Foreign Ministers noted that the situation remaine
volatile and stressed the need to continue the reform process, in public and private sectors, at nationa
and international levels. While noting that existing economic co-operation programmes had achieve
tangible results in integrating ASEAN economies into a unified market, the Foreign Ministers reiterate
the importance of maintaining the pace of ASEAN's economic integration.
12. In order to advance the goal of ASEAN as a concert of Southeast Asian nations, and as an effectiv
force of peace and stability in the region, the Foreign Ministers believed that it was essential t
strengthen ASEAN's cohesiveness and capacity to respond effectively to developments within an
outside the region. ASEAN must participate in the globalization debate in order to have a role in shapin
the process. Heightened efforts would also have to be exerted to promote constructive bilateral relation
and elevate ASEAN's interaction to a higher plane in the light of the increasing interdependence.
13. The Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction, in the context of a more Comprehensive Developmen
Agenda, the progress made by the ASEAN committees and other bodies, including the ASEAN
Secretariat, in the realization of the Ha Noi Plan of Action (HPA) to implement the ASEAN Visio
2020. They expressed appreciation for the support made by Dialogue Partners, international financia
and development institutions, and others in the international community to realize the HPA, and looke
forward to further productive discussions.
POLITICAL AND SECURITY COOPERATION
14. The Foreign Ministers reviewed the progress of ASEAN's political and security cooperation an
noted the efforts made in further strengthening intra-ASEAN relations. They shared the view that th
overall security environment in the Southeast Asian region remains stable and peaceful despite th
existence of certain challenges. They re-affirmed their commitment to ensuring that ASEAN continue
to play a prominent role in the promotion of peace and stability in Southeast Asia and in the wider Asia
Pacific region.
15. The Foreign Ministers reiterated the importance of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation i
Southeast Asia (TAC) as a code of conduct governing relations among states in the region. The
welcomed the announcement made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Papua New Guinea at th
AMM that Papua New Guinea has now ratified the Second Protocol amending the TAC. With al
signatory, states having now ratified the Second Protocol, the Protocol has now entered into force. In th
light of this, they encouraged non-Southeast Asian states, particularly the Dialogue Partners, to acced
to the TAC as an expression of their commitment to the Treaty's purposes and principles in th
promotion of peace and stability. They also noted the progress being made to finalise the Draft Rules o
Procedure for the High Council under the TAC, and agreed to expedite efforts in this regard.
16. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the Progress made in implementing the Treaty on the Southeas
Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ). They noted with satisfaction the establishment of all th
various organs under the Treaty and the work undertaken by these organs, including consultations wit
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
17. The Foreign Ministers urged the Nuclear Weapon States to accede to the Protocol to the SEAWFZ
Treaty at an early date. They welcomed the announcement made by China at the PMC 10+1 i
Singapore in July 1999 of its readiness to accede to the Protocol, and called on the other Nuclea
Weapon States to exercise greater flexibility in the consultations on the Protocol.

Page 2 of 9Joint Communique of The 33rd ASEAN Ministerial Meeting Bangkok, Thailand, 24-25 J...

2/10/2014http://www.asean.org/communities/asean-political-security-community/item/joint-commun...



Annex 138

18. The Foreign Ministers noted the positive development in the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF
process, including the Intersessional Support Group on Confidence Building Measures, Th
Intersessional Meeting on Disaster Relief and other activities which contributed to enhancing mutua
confidence and cooperation among countries in the ARF. They noted that while confidence-buildin
measures (CBMs) remain the primary focus of the ARF process, the ARF could advance in th
development of the overlap between CBMs and preventive diplomacy (PD) as well as the concepts an
principles of PD. In this regard, they stressed the importance of continued participation of defence an
military officials in the ARF process. They also reaffirmed ASEAN's determination to continue to be th
driving force of the ARF, and its resolve to intensify consultations and promote further progress of th
ARF as an effective and relevant forum for political and security dialogue and cooperation in the Asia
Pacific region. The Foreign Ministers also noted with appreciation the efforts being undertaken in Trac
II to generate ideas to move the ARF forward, and encouraged greater interaction between the ARF an
Track II fora.
19. Pursuant to the decision of the Third ASEAN Informal Summit, convened in Manila on 2
November 1999, on the proposal to set up an ASEAN Troika at the ministerial level, the Foreig
Ministers approved the Paper which sets out the principles and purposes, and the procedures for th
constitution of the ASEAN Troika.
REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES
20. The Foreign Ministers had a wide-ranging exchange of views on current regional and internationa
developments. They noted that the overall security environment was marked by a number of positiv
developments, including continued economic recovery and greater interactions and exchange betwee
and among regional countries. They were of the view that stable relations among the major powers ha
been a factor contributing to these positive developments. They stressed that it was particularl
important for the major powers to work together with countries of the Asia-Pacific to further enhanc
peace, stability and prosperity of the region.
21. The Foreign Ministers commended Indonesia for all its efforts in resolving the East Timor issue, an
noted the key role of the United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) i
ensuring the territory's smooth transition to fall independence. They reaffirmed ASEAN's support fo
and encouraged the international community to remain engaged in, the process of reconciliation
rehabilitation and reconstruction that is essential for a peaceful and stable East Timor.
22. The Foreign Ministers reiterated their continuing support for the sovereignty, territorial integrity an
national unity of Indonesia, which includes the Provinces of Aceh and Irian Jaya (Papua). The Foreig
Ministers commended the efforts and measures taken by the Indonesian Government to restore peac
and order. The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed that the stability and prosperity of Indonesia woul
positively contribute to the peace, stability and prosperity of the Asian region as a whole.
23. The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed their "One China" policy. On the matter of Cross-Straits relations
they expressed the hope to see positive developments.
24. The Foreign Ministers welcomed progress being made towards the adoption of a Code of Conduct i
the South China Sea which would be an important contribution to confidence-building and enhancin
dialogue and understanding between ASEAN and China. They noted ongoing efforts by ASEAN an
China, particularly the informal consultations between both sides in Hua Hin, Thailand, on 15 Marc
2000 and the First Meeting of the Working Group of the ASEAN-China Senior Officials Consultation
on the Code of Conduct in Kuala Lumpur on 26 May 2000. They were encouraged that the Meeting i
Kuala Lumpur agreed to a consolidated working draft of the Code of Conduct in the South China Se
which would provide the basis for achieving further progress in the discussions by the Working Group.
25. The Foreign Ministers, welcomed the commitment of all parties concerned to resolving disputes i
the South China Sea by peaceful means in accordance with the recognized principles of internationa
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law, including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), as well as to ensurin
the freedom of navigation in the area. They encouraged all parties concerned to continue to exercise sel
-restraint in the conduct of their activities and refrain from taking any action that may disturb the peac
and stability in the area. They recognized the positive contribution of the bilateral and multilatera
consultations among the parties concerned at the intergovernmental level, the extensive consultations a
the ASEAN-China Dialogue and the regular exchange of views in the ARF, and the ongoing Informa
Workshops on Managing Potential Conflicts in the South China Sea and encouraged their continuance.
26. The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed that peace and stability in the Korean Peninsula was crucial to th
security of the region as a whole. They welcomed the Summit between the leaders of the Democrati
People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) and the Republic of Korea (ROK) in Pyongyang on 13-15 Jun
2000, and hoped that the momentum would be carried forward with a view to achieving enduring peac
and stability in the Korean Peninsula and reunification of the two countries. They noted with satisfactio
the efforts by the DPRK to improve relations with its neighbours, as well as ASEAN member countries
and to enhance its interaction with the wider international community. In this regard, they looke
forward to the participation of the DPRK at the 7th ARF in Bangkok on 26-27 July 2000. Further, the
continued to express support for the Four-Party Talks and the Korean Peninsula Energy Developmen
Organization (KEDO).
27. The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed their support for the Middle East Peace Process. They welcome
the decision by all parties concerned to continue negotiations at Camp David Middle East Summit, an
hoped for a positive outcome. They reiterated the importance of ensuring full implementation of th
pledges and commitments made at the Madrid Conference by all parties concerned. Welcoming th
Sharm El Sheik Agreement and relevant positive developments regarding the resolution of final statu
issues by September 2000, they also called for full implementation of all relevant United Nation
Resolutions.
28. The Foreign Ministers stressed the importance of strengthening the Non-Aligned Movement in orde
to enable it to effectively reinforce its ability to represent the interests and aspirations of the developin
world. They noted with satisfaction the successful outcome of the 13th Ministerial Conference of th
Non-Aligned Movement held in Cartagena on 8-9 April 2000 and the First South Summit held i
Havana on 12-14 April 2000 which, inter alia, reaffirms South-South Cooperation as an essentia
mechanism for promoting the sustainable economic self-support among developing countries.
29. The Foreign Ministers noted that discussions on the reform of the United Nations were stil
continuing. They reiterated the view that reform and expansion of the UN Security council should b
considered in tandem, with a view to enhancing the representativeness, effectiveness, transparency an
accoun-tability of the UN Security Council. They looked forward to the convening of the Millennium
Summit of the United Nations on 6-8 September 2000.
30. The Foreign Ministers reiterated the importance of achieving universal adherence to th
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
They welcomed the convening of the NPT Review Conference 2000 in New York on 24 April-19 Ma
2000 and hoped that it would create a momentum towards the implementation of concrete measures o
nuclear disarmament by the Nuclear Weapon States. In this regard, the Foreign Ministers affirmed th
unanimous conclusion of the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice of 8 July 1996 tha
"there exists an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion negotiations leading t
nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict and effective international control."
31. The Foreign Ministers stressed the importance for all states which had not ratified acceded to th
Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) to consider doing so at the earliest opportunity and noted th
progress in negotiating a verification Protocol to strengthen the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC
by the Ad Hoc Group of the State Parties to the BWC.
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32. The Foreign Ministers emphasized the importance of greater regional and international cooperatio
in dealing with the rise of transnational crime, which threatens the economic prosperity and stability o
the region. They welcomed the efforts of the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime t
strengthen the regional capabilities to deal with this problem and expedite the process leading to th
establishment of the ASEAN Centre for Combating Transnational Crime. In this regard, they noted th
progress being made towards the completion of the elaboration of the United Nations Conventio
against Transnational Organized Crime and its 3 additional Protocols. They also welcomed th
contribution of the Asia-Pacific Ministerial Seminar on "Building Capacities for Fighting Transnationa
Organized Crime" held in Bangkok on 20-21 March 2000 in promoting regional cooperation on thi
issue.
33. In recalling the decision of the 26th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting held in Singapore on 23-24 Jul
1993 to consider the establishment of an appropriate regional mechanism on human rights, the Foreig
Ministers noted with appreciation the consultations between the ASEAN Senior Officials and th
Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism. They also noted the establishment of 
national mechanism on human rights in some ASEAN countries.
EAST ASIA COOPERATION
34. The Foreign Ministers were gratified by the steady momentum of East Asian cooperation within th
context of the ASEAN+3 forum with China, Japan and the Republic of Korea and in accordance wit
the Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation, which the ASEAN+3 Leaders issued in Manila las
November. They considered this process, which now includes annual summits and cooperation a
various levels and in several sectors, as contributing significantly to the political and economic stabilit
of East Asia. They noted with satisfaction the rapid growth of cooperation activities under th
ASEAN+3 Framework for East Asia Cooperation, especially in trade, economic and financia
cooperation.
35. The Foreign Ministers looked forward to their own meeting with the Foreign Ministers of China
Japan and the Republic of Korea on 26 July. They hoped to intensify cooperation in such areas as huma
resources development, science and technology, culture and information, health and transnational issues
They looked, forward to exploring mechanisms and modalities for strengthening cooperation in th
implementation of the Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation as well as promoting peace an
stability in East Asia.
SUSTAINABLE RECOVERY THROUGH RESILIENCE AND INTEGRATION
36. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the continued strengthening of economic recovery in the region
noting that ASEAN's economy grew by 4.6% in 1999, compared to a contraction of 4.4% a year earlier
and is projected to grow by 4.5-5% this year. ASEAN's exports also recovered, growing by 6.4% from
US$322.8 billion in 1998 to US$343.4 billion in 1999. They acknowledged that much of th
improvement in ASEAN's economic performance can be attributed to on-going reforms, increase
exports, return of private sector's confidence, domestic demand stimulation as well as progress mad
towards regional economic integration which has created an environment conducive to greater trade an
investment in the region. They expressed confidence that continuation of such efforts and stabl
conditions would enhance regional resilience and ensure sustainable recovery.
37. The Foreign Ministers noted that advancement of ASEAN's economic integration was one of the ke
topics raised during the Third ASEAN Informal Summit in Manila last November, addressing suc
issues as acceleration of the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) and trade in services, implementation o
the ASEAN Investment Area (AIA) and the ASEAN Industrial Cooperation (AICO) Scheme as well a
the new "e-ASEAN initiative." Progress on financial cooperation, energy interconnections an
transportation linkages were also highlighted. These and other cooperation activities being carried ou
serve to underline the comprehensive and steady integration of the ASEAN economies into a combine
market of over 500 million people.
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38. In this connection, the Foreign Ministers welcomed the idea by Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai t
hold the ASEAN Trade Fair, which would help to attract increased trade into the region. The propose
ASEAN Trade Fair would be rotated among the ASEAN capitals every three years. They agreed t
commend it to the relevant Ministers for consideration.
39. The Foreign Ministers recalled the decision of the ASEAN Leaders at the Third ASEAN Informa
Summit to eliminate all import duties on intra-ASEAN trade by 2010 for the six original signatories t
the AFTA Agreement and by 2015 for the four new signatories with some flexibility. They noted tha
the sensitive unprocessed agricultural products will be phased into the tariff reduction scheme beginnin
in 2001. The Foreign Ministers noted that a modality is being worked out to deal with countrie
experiencing real difficulties in meeting their obligations under the CEPT Scheme for AFTA in 
manner that is consistent with AFTA and GATT rules and principles, while upholding the fundamenta
goal of achieving an ASEAN free trade area.
40. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the efforts made to enhance ASEAN's industrial cooperation. The
recognized the key role played by SMEs in ASEAN's recovery and economic growth, and were please
that regional cooperation in the development of SMEs sector is being actively pursued in such areas a
ASEAN SMEs database and SMEs skills development and training.
41. The Foreign Ministers were encouraged by the progress of the discussions on the liberalisation o
intra-regional trade in services. They also welcomed the intensification of joint efforts to promot
investments in the ASEAN Investment Area, in particular the successful conclusion of the ASEAN join
promotion missions to Japan in February 2000, and to the US and Europe in May 2000, which attracte
participants from a large number of companies in various sectors, including finance and banking.
42. The Foreign Ministers were pleased to note that the Third ASEAN Informal Summit had endorse
the "e-ASEAN initiative" aimed at developing competencies among ASEAN countries in informatio
and communications technology in order to enhance their competitiveness in the global economy. The
noted the work done by the e-ASEAN Task Force in formulating the broad-based and comprehensiv
action plan, which includes measures to narrow the digital divide within the region. They also noted th
effort to establish a free trade area for goods, services and investment for information an
communications industries under a new e-ASEAN Agreement.
43. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the progress made to develop a region-wide transportatio
network, which will comprise 23 ASEAN highway routes, 46 shipping ports and some 30 custom
airports. They also noted the progress made in the work on all the remaining implementing protocols fo
the ASEAN Framework Agreement on the Facilitation of Goods in Transit, as well as the draf
Framework Agreement on the Facilitation of Inter-state Transport and the draft Framework Agreemen
on Multimodal Transport,
44. The Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction the significant progress made in the operation of th
ASEAN Surveillance Process and the strengthening of monetary and financial cooperation in East Asia
which have contributed to the region's economic and financial stability. They welcomed the Chiang Ma
Initiative launched by ASEAN+3 Finance Ministers in May 2000, as a start to establishing a regiona
financing arrangement to supplement the existing international facilities. This Initiative involves a
expanded ASEAN Swap Arrangement and networks of bilateral swap and repurchase agreemen
facilities among ASEAN+3 countries. They looked forward to the study by the ASEAN Secretariat o
other appropriate mechanisms that could enhance ability to provide sufficient and timely financia
support to ensure financial stability in East Asia.
45. The Foreign Ministers noted with appreciation the efforts being undertaken to support and assist new
Member Countries in their integration into the regional and global trading system, including through th
promotion and development of the Mekong Basin including the West-East Corridor (WEC). In thi
regard, they welcomed the proclamation by ESCAP in June this year of the "Decade of the Greate
Mekong Sub-region Development, 2000-2009" as a means to mobilise international support an
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cooperation for the development of the region in a coherent and comprehensive manner. They were als
pleased that the Second ASEAN-Mekong Basin Development Co-operation (AMBDC) Ministeria
Meeting held in Ha Noi on 4 - 5 July 2000 was able to revitalize interest in the AMBDC projects
including the Singapore-Kunming Railway Link.
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES
46. The Foreign Ministers agreed that in moving the WTO process forward, the existing Uruguay Roun
Agreements must be implemented, particularly those related to the use of anti-dumping and sanitary an
phytosanitary measures for protectionist purposes. They called on the WTO to simplify and accelerat
the accession process for Cambodia, Lao PDR and Viet Nam.
47. The Foreign Ministers renewed the ASEAN call for a wider participation of developing countries i
the reform of the international financial architecture as well as the urgency in the implementation of th
reform. They emphasized the need to review the rules of the international financial institutions as well a
the international regulatory bodies and, if necessary, to further strengthen their capacity and capability t
contain and resolve future financial crises.
ASIA PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION
48. The Foreign Ministers reiterated their support for Brunei Darussalam in preparing for and hostin
the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in November under the theme "Delivering t
the Community". They joined Brunei Darussalam in placing particular emphasis on building capacity t
both underpin the region's economic recovery and to enable all economies to take up the new
opportunities arising from the information and communication technology development.
ASIA-EUROPE MEETING
49. The Foreign Ministers looked forward to a successful Third Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM 3) to b
held in Seoul on 19-21 October 2000. They expressed the hope that ASEM 3 would lay the foundatio
for the reinvigoration of the comprehensive Asia-Europe Partnership in the post-crisis era in order fo
Asia and Europe to meet new challenges more effectively. They looked forward to achieving 
substantive outcome at the Meeting with a long-term vision to promote a closer relationship between th
two regions.
PEOPLE ORIENTED APPROACH
50. The Foreign Ministers expressed support for the "Healthy ASEAN 2020" Vision Statement issued b
the 5th ASEAN Health Ministers Meeting to strengthen ASEAN collaboration for a healthier an
stronger ASEAN in the year 2020. They agreed to work towards realizing the recommendations mad
by the ASEAN Health Ministers at their meeting in Yogyakarta in April 2000 that the HIV/AIDS issue
be included for discussion at the 4th ASEAN Informal Summit in November 2000 and that an ASEAN
HIV/AIDS Summit be convened in conjunction with the 7th ASEAN Summit to be held in 2001.
51. In protecting the interest and welfare of workers facing the rapid changes brought about b
globalisation, the Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction the Vision and Mission Statement issued b
the 14th ASEAN Labour Ministers' Meeting in Manila in May 2000 to forge closer regional integratio
for a more progressive ASEAN in the 21st Century, and to address the labour and employment prioritie
arising from ASEAN's recovery process. They also noted that the emphasis on training and retraining
manpower planning, strengthened tripartite consultation and greater social protection for workers wil
provide an enabling environment conducive to employment generation, and would greatly assist th
overall regional effort to build a firmer and more balanced foundation for processing sustainable socia
and economic progress.
52. The Foreign Ministers noted the commitment of the ASEAN Ministers on Rural Development an
Poverty Eradication to ensure that mutual learning and sharing of beat practices and lesson learnt as wel
as delivering of social safety net measures and other measures promoting social resilience and cohesio
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in Member Countries would contribute to developing ASEAN into a community of caring societies, thu
fostering greater ASEAN solidarity and advancing the goals of regional integration. They were als
encouraged by its decision to promote meaningful participation of the poor and marginalised in the new
global economy, especially through improved access to social services and to information technology.
53. The Foreign Ministers took note of the decision by the ASEAN Ministers for Science an
Technology to augment the ASEAN Science Fund, as manifesting ASEAN's earnest commitment t
support regional science and technology development and propel ASEAN as a world player into th
knowledge economy of the 21st century.
54. The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed their full support for the ongoing cooperation being undertaken b
the ASEAN Ministers on the Environment to strengthen regional efforts to effectively addres
environmental protection and sustainable development issues. They hailed the launching of the ASEAN
Environment Year 2000 campaign under the theme "Our Heritage, Our Future". They noted the progres
and achievements of the ASEAN Regional Centre for Bio-Diversity Conservation (ARCBC). The
expressed support for the preparation of the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Access to Genetic an
Biological Resources to help regulate and facilitate proper bio-prospecting endeavours in ASEAN fo
mutual and equitable benefits between the concerned parties.
55. The Foreign Ministers noted the efforts made in implementing the Regional Haze Action Plan, an
underlined the importance of strong commitments and concerted efforts of the Haze Technical Tas
Force of the ASEAN Senior Officials on the Environment in dealing with the regional haze problem
including formulation of an ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution, establishment of th
coordination and support unit for the Regional Haze Action Plan and strengthening of the capacity o
ASEAN specialized Meteorological Centre in Singapore. They also expressed appreciation for the activ
support of the Asian Development Bank and some Dialogue Countries.
56. The Foreign Ministers took note of the threat from drug abuse and drug trafficking on the securit
and stability of the ASEAN region, particularly its relations with transnational crime. They urge
Member Countries to enhance joint efforts among all affected states in combating the drug menace
especially the newly emerging drugs like Methamphetamine or Amphetamine - Type Stimulants (ATS)
In this regard, they agreed to advance the target year for realising a drug-free ASEAN from 2020 t
2015.
57. The Foreign Ministers signed the Joint Declaration for a Socially Cohesive and Caring ASEAN
which embodies ASEAN's resolve to cooperate in ensuring that the people of ASEAN of all ages an
groups, including the disadvantaged and the specially vulnerable, have access to opportunities to creat
for themselves a decent and productive life.
58. In acknowledging that the conservation and cultivation of Southeast Asia's cultural heritage are vita
for binding ASEAN together and for developing among ASEAN's people a sense of their commo
destiny, the Foreign Ministers signed the ASEAN Declaration on Cultural Heritage.
EXTERNAL RELATIONS
59. The Foreign Ministers commended the work of the Special ASEAN Directors-General Workin
Group on Dialogue Relationships and endorsed their recommendations to strengthen ASEAN dialogu
relations and mechanisms including the PMC process. The Foreign Ministers agreed to extend th
moratorium on new dialogue partnerships to allow ASEAN to consolidate its existing dialogu
relationships. Recognising the interest of other countries in establishing ties with ASEAN and in lin
with its outward-looking orientation, the Foreign Ministers requested the ASEAN Standing Committe
to develop new modalities for cooperation.
60. The Foreign Ministers reiterated their support for Lao PDR in preparing for and hosting the 13t
ASEAN-European Union Ministerial Meeting to be held later this year in Vientiane. They expressed th
hope that the Meeting would help reinvigorate ASEAN-EU relations.
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61. Following the first-ever ASEAN-UN Summit in Bangkok in February 2000, the foreign Minister
called for greater collaboration with the UN and other international organizations, to address globa
issues and tap global expertise for the realisation of ASEAN goals. They also agreed on the need t
further strengthen cooperation between ASEAN and ESCAP.
62. The Foreign Ministers noted the outcome of the G-8 Summit held in Okinawa, Japan on 21-22 Jul
2000. They welcomed the initiative taken by the late Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi and further pursue
by Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori of Japan to invite representatives from developing countries as well a
international and regional organizations to meet with G-8 leaders, as a means to strengthen North-Sout
cooperation. They noted with appreciation that Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai of Thailand was invite
to a briefing session with G-8 leaders in Tokyo on 20 July 2000 prior to the Summit, as Thailan
currently held the chairmanship of the ASC and UNCTAD X.
63. The Foreign Ministers acknowledged the continued support of the Dialogue Partners, internationa
financial institutions, United Nations agencies, foundations and non-governmental organizations in th
implementation of the HPA. They pointed out that ASEAN would still require a great deal more o
resources and technical expertise to carry out the remaining HPA activities, including the new Membe
Countries economic integration in ASEAN and the development of the Mekong Sub-region.
64. The Foreign Ministers expressed hope that the Dialogue Partners would accord a high priority t
supporting the recovery and growth of ASEAN by cooperating with ASEAN in trade, investment
market access, human resources development, science and technology, information technology, th
environment and social and cultural development. They emphasized the importance of international an
multilateral cooperation in combating transnational crimes.
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Chairman’s Statement: 7th Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum 
(27 July 2000)





 Chairman's Statement of the 7th Meeting of ASEAN 
Regional Forum, Bangkok, 27 July 2000

Chairman's Statement 
The Seventh Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum

Bangkok, 27 July 2000

1.     The Seventh Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) was held in Bangkok on 27 July 2000. 
The Meeting was chaired by Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of 
Thailand.

2.     The Meeting was attended by the Foreign Ministers of all ARF participating countries or their 
representatives. The Secretary- General of ASEAN was also present. The List of Delegates appears as 
ANNEX A. 

3.     The Ministers welcomed the participation for the first time of the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea (DPRK) at the Seventh ARF Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok. With regard to the issue of 
membership, the Ministers reaffirmed the decision taken at the Fifth ARF and agreed that with the 
current 23 participants, the focus should now be on consolidating the process of dialogue and 
cooperation among the present participants of the ARF. 

Overview of the ARF Process

4.     The Ministers noted with satisfaction the significant progress which the ARF had made in terms of 
enhancing political and security dialogue and cooperation within the Asia-Pacific region. In the context 
of the circumstances prevailing in the region, they noted that the ARF participants were able not only to 
engage in a free flowing and productive exchange of views with a greater comfort level, but also to 
address, in a constructive manner, key political and security issues with bearing on regional -peace and 
stability, including new issues. that have emerged as a result of globalization. The Ministers emphasized 
the importance of confidence-building measures (CBMs) to the. overall ARF process and agreed that 
such efforts be intensified. They also welcomed the progress in the implementation of the proposals in 
the overlap between CBMs and Preventive Diplomacy (I'D) as well as the continued efforts to develop 
concept and principles of PD as to be applicable to the ARF context. In this regard, the Ministers agreed 
that these developments had enhanced the continuity and relevancy of the ARF process. 

5.     The Ministers reaffirmed that as it moved forward, the ARF should continue to develop at a pace 
comfortable to all participants, decision be made by consensus, and confidence-building remain key to 
the process. The Ministers expressed support to ASEAN in exercising its leading role in the ARF. At the 
same time, they also concurred that it was incumbent upon each ARF participant to contribute to 
advancing the ARF process. 

6.     In recalling the decision of the Sixth ARF in July 1999 on the overlap between CBMs and PD, the 
Ministers, noted the progress in the implementation of the enhanced role for the ARF Chairman in 
liaising with external partiesand promoting interaction between Track I and Track II. The Ministers 
noted that as Chair of the ARF, Thailandhad initiated informal contact with the United Nations, the 
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Organization of American States (OAS) and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). They agreed to consider how these links could be further followed up by exchanging of 
information and sharing of experiences. At the same time, recognizing the contribution of non-ARF 
Track II activities, particularly the Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific (CSCAP), the 
Ministers noted that the ARF Chair, carrying out the enhanced role, could serve as a useful channel for 
the ARF to draw on the resources of these Track II fora. In this regard, the Ministers welcomed the 
informal contact that had been established between the ARF and CSCAP through the ARF Chair. In 
addition, as a practical step in further enhancing the role of the ARF Chair, the Ministers agreed that the 
ARF Chair could serve as a conduit for information sharing in between ARF meetings, thus enabling the 
ARF participants to exchange information relevant to the ARF in a timelymanner and on a voluntary 
basis.

7.     The Ministers welcomed theestablishment of the ARF Register of Experts/Eminent Persons to be 
available for use by ARF members on the voluntary basis. In proceeding on this matter, they agreed 
thatpending further discussions andagreement on the terms of reference for the Register, the ARF 
participants proceed with collating nominations of experts/eminent persons for the Register on a 
voluntary basis with the ARF Chair serving as a focal point. 

8.     The Ministers welcomed the first volume of the ARF Annual Security Outlook (ASO), produced by
individual participants on a voluntary basis at the Track I level and compiled without editing by the ARF 
Chair. They shared the viewthat the ASO could help promote confidence, understanding and 
transparency as well as facilitating the exchange of views among ARF participants. While noting the 
voluntary nature of the ASO, it was hoped that the production of ASO, should be an annual exercise and 
that the ARF participants try to further enhance the value of ASO, to the ARF process. 

9.     TheMinisters noted the importance of the participation of defence and military officials in the ARF 
process. They therefore welcomed the contribution of greater and active interaction among defence and 
military officials towards the promotion of mutual understanding and transparency and encouraged 
continued participation of defence and military officials in all relevant ARF activities. 

Highlights of Issues Discussed

10.     The Ministers reviewed the political and security situation in the Asia-Pacific, region since the 
Sixth ARF in July 1999 and had a substantive exchange of views on security perceptions and major 
political and security issues that impact on regional security environment. The discussions were 
conducted in an open and friendly atmosphere, thereby contributing further towards better understanding 
and confidence among ARF participants. 

11.     The Ministers shared the views that the overall security environment of the Asia-Pacific region 
was marked by a number of positive developments, including continued recovery from the economic 
and financial crisis and greater interaction and exchanges between and among countries in the region. 
Theyfurther noted that while the security outlook for the Asia-Pacific region remained positive, there 
were uncertainties and challenges which would increasingly require the attention of the ARF, 
particularly those posed by globalization. In this regard, the Ministers felt that it was timely that 
Thailand initiated the discussions on security implications of globalization, which was pertinent to the 
efforts within the context of the ARF. It was noted that in addressing regional security issues, the ARF 
should give due consideration to economic, social and human components of security, and the need to 
promote regional cooperation. 

12.     The Ministers discussed both the positive effects and the repercussions brought about by 
globalization, including greater economic interdependence among nations and multiplication of security
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issues. It was felt that in responding to globalization, it was necessary for nations to strengthen their 
individual and collective capacities to meet the various challenges affecting their common security. 
They further agreed on the need for the countries in the region to continue efforts, through dialogue and 
cooperation, at national and international levels in addressing economic, social and political impacts of 
globalization so as to ensure sustained economic and social development. It was also essential to 
strengthen cooperation within such regional frameworks as the ARF in order to enhance international 
peace and security. 

13.     The Ministers emphasized that the constructive roles of and stable relations between the major 
powers remained significant to regional peace and stability. They wc1comed the recent improvement in 
these relations, including regular dialogue and exchange of visits at the heads of state/government level. 
In this regard, they expressed the hope that such a trend would continue. 

14.     The Ministers also welcomed the summit meetings held during the Informal Meeting of the Heads 
of State/Government of ASEAN in Manila on 28 November 1999, particularly the Meeting between the 
Heads of State/Government of ASEAN Member States, the People's Republic of China (PRC). Japan 
and the Republic of Korea (ROK),.,as well as the informal breakfast meeting of the leaders of the three 
Northeast Asian countries.. The Ministers also welcomed the adoption of the Joint Statement on Fast 
Asia Cooperation by the. ASEAN+3 Summit in Manila on 28 November 1999 as a contribution towards 
regional cooperation as well as peace, stability and prosperity of the region in the long term. 

15.     The Ministers recognized the purposes and principles contained in the Treaty of Amity and 
Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) as a basis for the promotion of cooperation, amity, and friendship 
within Southeast Asia. The Ministers also noted the progress, made on strengthening the TAC as an 
instrument of peace in Southeast Asia and the process of consideration by non-Southeast Asian countries 
to accede to the TAC. They also noted the entry into force of the Second Protocol amending the TAC. 

16. The Ministers welcomed the progress regarding the implementation of the Treaty on the Southeast 
Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ), which contributed towards non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons. They welcomed in particular the operation of the Commission for SEANWFZ and the 
Executive Committee for SEANWFZ, and the dialogue between the State Parties to the Treaty and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), as provided for in the Treaty. The Ministers also 
expressed support for the continued consultations between the State Parties of the SEANWFZ Treaty 
and the, Nuclear Weapon States regarding the latter's accession I to the Protocol to the Treaty. 

17.     The Ministers agreed that a united democratic and economically prosperous Indonesia was 
fundamental to the maintenance of regional security. In this context, they emphasized their support for 
Indonesia's territorial integrity. 

18.     The Ministers reviewed developments in East Timor while the welcomed the positive trends 
which had taken place there as well as cooperation between Indonesia and the United Nations 
Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET). They deplored the death of a UN peacekeeper in 
East Timor. The Ministers stressed the need for the international community to help East Timor promote 
peace, stability and prosperity during the latter's transition to full independence, which would contribute 
to the overall stability of the region. The Ministers also underscored the need for continued international 
attention to and support for the reconstruction, rehabilitation and nation building of East Timor as well 
as cooperation with the UNTAET. 

19.     With regard to the situation in the South China Sea, the Ministers encouraged the exercise of self-
restraint by all countries concerned and the promotion of confidence building measures in this area, and 
welcomed their commitment to resolving disputes by peaceful means in accordance with the recognized
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principles of international. law, including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS), as well as to ensuring the freedom of navigation in this area. The Ministers welcomed 
dialogue and consultations, particularly dialogue in the ASEAN-China Senior Officials Consultations, 
the exchange of views in the ARF, as well us in the Informal Workshop on Managing Potential Conflicts 
in the South China Sea. The Ministers welcomed in particular the on-going efforts between ASEAN and 
China to develop and adopt the Regional Code of Conduct in the South China Sea. 

20.     The Ministers welcomed the appointment of Mr. Razali Ismail as Special Envoy of the UN 
Secretary-General for Myanmar. In this regard, they welcomed his visit to Myanmar on 29 June - 3 July 
2000, during which Mr. Razali met with the leaders of the Myanmar Government and parties concerned, 
They welcomed the results of the visit, particularly the constructive dialogue initiated and hoped that 
this would. facilitate positive developments. 

21.     The Ministers noted with satisfaction the positive developments on the Korean Peninsula., 
including the increased dialogue and exchanges between the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
(DPRK) and several ARF countries. The Ministers welcomed in particular the historic Summit between 
the leaders of the DPRK and the ROK held in Pyongyang on 13-15 June 2000 and expressed their 
support for the "June 15 North-South Joint Declaration", the first agreement signed by the two leaders 
since the division of Korea in 1945. In this regard, the Ministers were of the view that the Summit 
represented a turning point in inter-Korean relations, and that the on-going momentum of dialogue and 
interaction would be carried forward with a view to achieving lasting peace and eventual reunification 
on the. Korean Peninsula. The Ministers also expressed the hope for further efforts by all parties 
concerned within the frameworks of inter-Korean dialogue, the USDPRK and Japan-DPRK talks, the 
Four-Party Talks and broader international efforts, as well as for further positive developments 
regarding the temporary moratorium by the DPRK on missile test launches and for the full 
implementation of the 1994 Agreed Framework, including the work of the Korean Peninsula Energy 
Development Organization (KEDO). 

22.     The Ministers exchanged views on situation in South. Asia and some expressed their continuing 
concern. The Ministers expressed the hope that efforts be made to bring about positive developments in 
the region. 

23.     The Ministers took note of developments in the South Pacific in view of their implications for the 
overall security with the ARF geographical footprint. They welcomed the efforts of the new Solomon 
Islands government to bring together the parties for discussions aimed at establishing a cease-fire. The 
Ministers noted a cease-fire was a first step towards the restoration of law and order. The Ministers also 
welcomed the recent release of the hostages in Fiji, but noted the interest of ARF countries in an early 
return to democratic government. 

24.     The Ministers discussed matters related to proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their 
means of delivery, as well as the implications of ballistic missile defence systems, They noted 
expressions of support for the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). In this regard, they noted the 
outcome of the NPT Review Conference, convened in New York on 24 April - 19 May 2000. The 
Ministers also took note of the call for all states to sign and ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT) and to accede to the NPT and the call made in the NPT Review Conference Final Document on 
the Conference on Disarmament to agree on a programme of work which includes the immediate 
commencement of negotiations on the Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty. The Ministers further 
emphasized the importance of systematic and progressive effirt3 by Nuclear Weapon States on nuclear 
disarmament and called on them to work towards the objective of total elimination of nuclear weapons. 
TheMeeting noted further the recent adoption by the Mongolian Parliament of a Law on its Nuclear 
Weapon-Free Status as an important unilateral measure undertaken by Mongolia in pursuance of the UN
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General Assembly resolution A/53/77D on “Mongolia's international security and nuclear weapon-free 
status”. 

25.     The Ministers reiterated their support for the work of the Ad Hoc Group of States Parties to the 
Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) on the negotiations on a verification protocol for the BWC and 
their call for a speedy conclusion of the said negotiations. 

26.     The Ministers discussed issues pertaining to transnational crime, especially issues of piracy, 
illegal migration, including trafficking in human persons, particularly women and children, and illicit 
trafficking in small arms. They recognized that these transnational issues could not only pose challenges 
to regional peace and stability, but also impair individual countries' efforts in promoting national 
economic development and improving people's livelihood. Hence, cooperative approaches were 
necessary to deal with these problems. They also noted the seriousness of the implications of drug 
production and trafficking as well as the need to address other issues such as money laundering, corrupt-
ion and computer crime. The Ministers underlined the importance of greater bilateral, regional and 
international cooperative efforts in this regard. The Ministers also expressed support for the on-going 
negotiations on the Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocols as well as the 
convening of the International Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All 
Its Aspects in 2001. They nonetheless noted that the extent of the impact of transnational crime 
problems differ across regions, In this Context, the Ministers agreed that the ARF continue to address 
transnational crime issues, which affect security of the Asia-Pacific region, and explore how the ARF 
could increase regional awareness and complement the work undertaken in other existing fora. 

Reports of Track I and II Activities for the Current Inter-sessional Year 
(July 1999 - July 2000) Track I

27.     The Ministers noted with satisfaction the, successful implementation of Track I and II activities 
during the current inter-sessional year (July1999-2000). They noted in particular the reports of the 
following major Track I activities: 

Co-Chairmen's Summary Report of the Inter-sessional Support Group on Confidence-Building 
Measures (ISG on CBMs), co-chaired by Singapore and Japan, held in Tokyo on 13-14 November 
1999 and in Singapore on 5-6 April 2000 (Annex B)
Co-Chairmen's Report of the Fourth Inter-sessional Meeting on Disaster Relief (ISM on DR), co-
chaired by Vietnam and Russia, hold in Hanoi on 4-6 May 2000 (ANNEX C).

28.     The Ministers commended the work of the ISG on CBMs and the ISM on DR in contributing to 
the advancement of the ARF process. They endorsed the recommendation contained in the, above-
mentioned reports. 

29.     The Ministers also noted that the following Track I activities took place under the auspices of the 
ISG on CBMs: 

Third ARF Meeting of Heads of Defence Universities, Colleges and institutions in Ulan Bator on 
22-24 September 1999;
ARF Professional Training Programme on China's Security Policy in Beijing on 10-19 October 
1999;
ARF Seminar on the Law of Armed Conflict in Newcastle on 13-17 December 1999;
ARF Defence Language :School Seminar in Melbourne on 28-31 March 2000;
ARF Expert Group Meeting on Transnational Crime in Singapore on 4 April 2000;
ARF Professional Development Programme in Bandar Seri Begawan on 23-28 April 2000; 
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Conclusion of the ARFNET study group. 

30.     The Ministers noted that the ARF Train the Trainers Seminar. “Towards Common Approaches to 
Training in Disaster Relief” was held in Bangkok on 25-28 January 2000 under the auspices of the ISM 
on DR. 

Track II

31.     The Ministers took note of the ARF Track II Expert Meeting on Pacific Concord in Moscow on 
21-22 February 2000 and the work-in-progress on the draft Pacific Concord. In this regard, they 
welcomed the joint work at the Track II level between Russia and the ASEAN-Institutes of Strategic and 
International Studies (ISIS). Hope was expressed that further efforts would be made with a view to 
advancing the idea of a Pacific Concord within the ARF framework. 

Programme of Work for the Next Inter-sessional Year (July 2000 - July 2001)

32.     The Ministers agreed that the ISG on CBMs continue their work and welcomed the offer by 
Malaysia and the ROK to co-chair the ISG on CBMs in the next inter-sessional year. They also agreed 
that the Meeting of ARF Expert Group on Transnational Crime be convened in conjunction with the first 
meeting of the ISO on CBMs to further explore the ARF’s role and contribution In addressing 
transnational crime. 

33.     The Ministers endorsed the programme of work for the next inter-sessional year as contained in 
ANNEX D. 

Future Direction of the ARF Process

34.     The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to promoting the ARF as an effective and relevant 
forum for political and security dialogue and cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. They also 
reaffirmed their intention to the evolutionary approach towards the development of the ARF process 
from confidence-building to preventive diplomacy (PD) to elaboration of approaches to conflict, and 
agreed that the ARF continue to move at a pace comfortable to all ARF participants and on the basis of 
consensus, with ASEAN playing its role as driving force in the process. 

35.     The Ministers underscored the significance of confidence-building as a foundation and the 
primary focus of the ARF process. They agreed that while moving towards PD, the ARF continue to 
strengthen its confidence-building process so as to ensure affective implementation of CBMs which 
would meaningfully augment the comfort level, trust, confidence and understanding as well as 
cooperation among the ARF participants. The Ministers also noted that the ARF has made progress in 
the discussions on the concept and principles of PD within its context based on the paper prepared by 
Singapore, as in ANNEX E, which they agreed could be a basis for the ARF's evolving consensus on 
this subject. They expressed the hope that all ARF participants would continue to cooperate in 
intensifying the consultations regarding the concept and principles of PD, which would in rum advance 
the ARF process. 

36.     The Ministers requested the ISG on CBMs' to continue its work in exploring the overlap between 
CBMs and PD and strengthening the four CBM/PD overlap proposals already agreed upon, namely an 
enhanced role of the ARF Chair, the ARF Register of Experts/Eminent Persons, the Annual Security 
Outlook, and voluntary background briefing on regional security issues. They also requested the ISG on 
CBMs to intensify its efforts in developing further the concept and principles of PD by the ARF, and to 

Page 6 of 7Chairman's Statement of the 7th Meeting of ASEAN Regional Forum, Bangkok, 27 July ...

2/10/2014http://aseanregionalforum.asean.org/library/arf-chairmans-statements-and-reports/157-chai...

Annex 139



submit recommendations to ARF SOM and ARF Ministers at their next meetings. 
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Annex 140

Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Joint Communiqué: 34th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (24 July 2001)





JOINT COMMUNIQUE OF THE 34TH 
ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING 
Hanoi, 23-24 July 2001 

     We, the Foreign Ministers of the ten ASEAN Member Countries, met in Ha Noi, Viet Nam, on 23-24 July 2001 under th

chairmanship of His Excellency Mr. Nguyen Dy Nien, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Republic of  Viet Nam

The Meeting was also attended by the Secretary-General of ASEAN.  Present at the Opening Ceremony of the Meeting wer

the representative for Papua New Guinea as Observer and the representative of the United Nations.  Transitiona

Administration in East Timor as guest of the host country.  His Excellency Mr. Phan Van Khai, Prime Minister of th

Socialist Republic of Viet Nam delivered the Keynote Address at the Opening Ceremony of the Meeting. 

1.  We reviewed the recent political-security developments in the world,  particularly the relationship among the majo

powers which might influence political and security situation in East Asia. We noted there were challenges but believed tha

positive trends towards peace, stability and cooperation still prevailed. 

2.  We discussed the challenges facing ASEAN, in particular the global economic outlook, the impact of globalization an

the region's political and economic situation that could undermine ASEAN's development and progress. 

3. We expressed concern over the global economic outlook, especially the economic downturn in the U.S., Japan and Europe

which in turn could hamper the prospects for continued growth in the ASEAN region. We resolved to accelerate existin

cooperative endeavours to enhance ASEAN's dynamism and competitiveness. 

4. We exchanged views on how ASEAN could best position itself to reap the benefits and meet the challenges o

globalization including the need to address the development gap and digital divide. We also discussed the need to promot

regional stability, sustain economic growth. enhance ASEAN's competitiveness and strengthen cooperation within ASEAN

and between ASEAN and the rest of the world. We shared the view that in order to effectively meet these challenges, th

ASEAN Member Countries must continue to be stable, united, integrated and outward-looking. We reaffirmed th

fundamental principles of ASEAN and the importance of working together to meet the challenges and further enhance mutua

trust and confidence. In line with these we also reaffirmed our commitment to accelerate the implementation of the Hano

Plan of Action (HPA) with a view to realizing the ASEAN Vision 2020. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INITIATIVE FOR ASEAN  INTEGRATION (IAI)

5. We were gratified to see good progress in the follow-up to the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI) which ASEAN

Leaders put forth at the 4th ASEAN Informal Summit in Singapore last November. We commended the IAI Task Force an

the ASEAN Standing Committee for taking the lead in the coordination and implementation of the IAI. On our part  w

adopted at this 34th AMM the Ha Noi Declaration on Narrowing Development Gap for closer ASEAN Integration, whic

reiterates the common commitment in ASEAN to integrate Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Viet Nam into ASEAN economi

mainstream and prescribes concrete measures for this crucial and long-term process focusing on three priority areas. namel
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infrastructure. information and communication technology and human resource development. In this connection, W

expressed our appreciation for all the assistance that ASEAN's friends and  partners have extended to the IAI endeavor an

expressed our strong belief that  progress in the IAI would continue to contribute significantly to peace,  prosperity an

progress in the region. 

6. To complement existing bilateral assistance extended to CLMV and facilitate request for funding support from intereste

Dialogue Partners and other sources, we agreed that the Member Countries of ASEAN should jointly initiate " ASEAN IA

Projects" based on the priority areas identified by the IAI Task Force. 

ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS' RETREATS

7. We stressed the importance of engaging in frank and open discussion as well as enhancing mutual trust and confidenc

with a view to further strengthening cooperation among ASEAN Member Countries in order to seek avenues to address th

above-mentioned challenges. In this connection, we agreed to meet more often in a less formal atmosphere. Following th

United Nations Millennium Summit., we held an ASEAN Ministerial Meeting in informal retreat style in New York on l

September 2000 to coordinate ASEAN position at the UN . 

8. We held, for the first time, a Retreat separate from the regular ASEAN Ministerial Meetings, in Yangon, Myanmar, on 3

April 200l. We had frank discussions on regional and international developments, and renewed ASEAN's commitment t

further deepen cooperation and play a more important role in enhancing regional security. 

9. We also held a Retreat in Ha Noi on 23 July 2001, during the 34th ASEAN Minister Meeting; We discussed the futur

direction of ASEAN and measures to enhance the Association's contribution and active role in cooperation with its Dialogu

Partners and other parties. 

10. We noted, with appreciation. Thailand's offer to host the next ASEAN Foreign Ministers' Retreat in the first quarter o

2002. 

POLITICAL AND SECURITY COOPERATION

11. We reiterated the importance of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation (T AC), which serves as a framework governin

relations within ASEAN and between ASEAN and countries in other parts of the world. We welcomed the entry into force o

the Second Protocol to the TAC following the ratification of the Protocol by Papua New Guinea (PNG). We adopted th

Rules of Procedure of the High Council of the TAC and renewed our call for extra-regional states, particularly the majo

powers, to accede to the TAC. 

12. We welcomed the progress in the implementation of the SEANWFZ Treaty, stressed the importance of direc

consultation between ASEAN, and the Five Nuclear Weapon States (NWS) and considered this a significant progres

towards encouraging the accession of the Nuclear Weapon States to the Protocol to the SEANWFZ Treaty. In thi

connection, we welcomed the first direct consultation between ASEAN and the NWS in Ha Noi on 19 May 2001, reaffirme

our support to this process and called for continued consultations with the NWS. We also welcomed the participation for th

first time of the Philippines as a full member of the SEANWFZ Commission, having recently deposited its instrument o

ratification. 

13. We noted positive developments in the ARF process through various activities at both Track I and Track II level. W

were encouraged that 8th ARF  would be adopting three Papers, namely the Paper on Concepts and Principles of  Preventiv

Diplomacy, the Terms of Reference for the ARF Experts/Eminent Persons Register and the Paper on the Enhanced Role o

the ARF Chair. This would mark a significant achievement for the ARF process. We also noted with satisfaction the progres
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in the implementation of the overlapping measures between Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) and Preventiv

Diplomacy (PD). Over the past year numerous discussions and talks have been held to enhance mutual understanding amon

nations and promote peace, stability and prosperity in the region. In this regard, we appreciated activities undertaken by th

Socialist Republic of Vietnam as the ARF Chair through formal and informal contacts with ARF participants as well a

regional and international organizations, particularly the United Nations, the Organization of American States (OAS), and th

Non-Aligned Movement.. We commended the activities of the ARF. Intercessional Support Group (ISG) on Confidenc

Building Measures (CBMs), and the convening of the ARF Experts Group Meeting (EGM) on Transnational Crime

particularity in examining transnational crimes of concern to the region. 

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

14. We held in-depth and wide-ranging discussions on recent regional and international political and security development

particularly situations that affect regional security environment and noted that the overall security environment remaine

relatively stable and was marked by a number of positive developments including greater interactions and exchanges betwee

and among countries. We agreed that the stability of relationship among the major powers, particularly the US and China, i

important to the region. We reiterated the important role played by the major powers and called upon them to continue t

make their contribution to strengthening peace, security,  cooperation and development in the region and throughout th

world. 

15. We welcomed positive developments in the Asia-Pacific region including the establishment of the Boao Asia Forum. W

also noted with satisfaction the Inaugural Ministerial Meeting of the Forum for East Asia-Latin America Cooperatio

(FEALAC) held in March 2001 in Santiago, Chile. The Meeting was instrumental in setting out the directions for future Eas

Asia-Latin America cooperation. 

16.  We exchanged views on new developments in East Timor and welcomed the progress towards the restoration of stabilit

in East Timor and acknowledged the role of the United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) in th

transitional period and reiterated the need for the support of the international community in playing an active role in th

nation-building efforts of East Timor. We welcomed the registration process of East Timorese refugees which had bee

undertaken successfully without incident. We supported the on-going efforts of the Government of Indonesia in cooperatin

with relevant international humanitarian organizations in facilitating the return and resettlement of the refugees. We als

welcomed the successful completion of the UNSECOORD mission which is essential in facilitating the role of the U.N. i

resolving the problem of the East Timorese refugees. 

17. We noted encouraging developments in the Union of Myanmar and appreciated the efforts of the Government o

Myanmar towards these developments and reiterated our support to the on-going process of national reconciliation in thi

country

18. We welcomed the political transition and election of President Megawati Soekamoputri in Indonesia. We expressed ou

hope that this orderly and peaceful transition would lead to political stability and speedy economic recovery in Indonesia. W

reiterated our support for the territorial  integrity and national unity of Indonesia. We believed that the stability and prosperit

of Indonesia would contribute positively to the peace, stability and prosperity of the region. 

19. We reaffirmed our commitment to our "one China" policy and expressed our hope for further positive developments i

the Cross-Straits relations. 
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20. We reviewed developments in the South China Sea and welcomed the progress in the consultations between ASEAN an

China towards the adoption of the Code of Conduct in the South China Sea. We encouraged the continued exercise of self

restraint by all the parties concerned and the promotion of confidence building measures in this area and welcomed the

commitment to resolving disputes in the South China Sea by peaceful means in conformity with recognized principles o

international law including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. (UNCLOS) as well as to ensuring th

freedom of navigation in the area.  

21. We recalled the historic inter-Korean Summit in June 2000 and follow-up steps taken to implement the North

South/South-North Joint Declaration and welcomed continued efforts for positive developments in the Korean Peninsula. W

expressed our hope that their momentum would be sustained by all the parties concerned, particularly the Democrati

People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) and the Republic of Korea (ROK) with a view to achieving peaceful nationa

reunification and lasting peace on the Korean Peninsula. 

22. We reiterated our support to the Middle East Peace Process and expressed our concern over the escalating tension an

continuing violence in Gaza and the West Bank. We called for immediate measures to prevent the situation from furthe

deteriorating and called on the parties involved to refrain from resorting to violence and work towards achieving 

comprehensive and lasting solution to the Middle East problem. 

23. We reaffirmed our support for the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and stressed the importance of enhancing th

movement's capacity to be a unifying forum for cooperation among developing countries, effectively representing aspiration

and interests of the developing world. We expressed ,our hope that recent NAM initiatives to strengthen the South-Sout

cooperation would be implemented successfully. 

24. We welcomed the successful outcome of the United Nations Millennium Summit held in New York on 6-8 Septembe

2000. We were of the view that the Summit was a success since it reaffirmed the UN Member Countries' commitment to th

UN process. and to the implementation of the Millennium Declaration adopted by the Summit in which the world leader

pledged to make the right to development a reality for all. We agreed that ASEAN should work with the rest of the worl

community to implement the Millennium Declaration. 

25. We exchanged views on the reform of the United Nations and reiterated that the reform of the UN and the UN Securit

Council should be undertaken in conformity with the principles of strengthening representative ness, effectivenes

transparency and accountability with a view to enhancing the role of the UN in the service of all nations, particularl

developing ones. 

26. We stressed the importance of achieving universal adherence to the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) an

the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and called on the Nuclear Weapon States to make further efforts towards th

elimination of all nuclear weapons. 

27. We noted the progress that has been made in negotiating a Protocol on the verification of the Biological Weapo

Convention (BWC) and looked forward to the 5th Review of the BWC in November 2001. 

28. We also noted the outcome of the UN Conference on Small and Light Weapons in all its aspects held in New York on 9

20 July 2001 and expressed our hope that the Program of Action adopted by this conference would be implemente

effectively.
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29. We noted the recent dialogues among the major powers and concerned states on the NMD and expressed our hope tha

such dialogues would narrow down the differences and bring new constructive approaches to address the issues related to th

NMD in the interest of maintaining world security and stability. 

30. We recalled the decision made by the 26th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting held in Singapore on 13-14 July 1993 to conside

the establishment of an appropriate regional mechanism on human rights and noted the consultations between the ASEAN

Senior Officials and the Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism. We acknowledged the efforts of th

Working Group in realizing this objective, including the convening of a Workshop for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism

in Jakarta, Indonesia on 5-6 July 2001. In this connection, we agreed that ASEAN-ISIS should also be involved in th

discussions especially in the broader context of a People's ASEAN. 

31. We should endeavour to find a common position in the regional and international form. On the WTO, we recognized th

need for a balanced and broad-based agenda for a new round of multilateral trade negotiations, taking into account th

interests of developing countries. The agenda should include capacity building for developing countries to better cope wit

the challenges of liberalization and carry out the various commitments under WTO. We refined our conviction tha

cooperation in a rule-based multilateral trading system plays a vital role in alleviating poverty of ASEAN. Furthermore, w

reiterated ASEAN's wish to see the WTO speed up the process for the accession of Cambodia, Laos and Viet Nam to th

organization. We were likewise of the view that the early accession of China to the WTO would be a significant contributio

to the multilateral trading system. 

32. We expressed our concern over the decline of commodity prices in the international market. Recalling the importance o

the commodity sector to the economies of Member Countries, we expressed our support for efforts by ASEAN to continue t

formulate a common stand and course of action to effectively address trade distorting practices of developed countries, suc

as export subsidies and domestic support measures, that continue to plague international trade in commodities. 

33. We reiterated ASEAN's call for support for the participation of Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar in APEC's Workin

Groups pending their eventual admission into APEC. We welcomed China's APEC chairmanship for the year 2001 an

expressed our full support for the realization of the theme "Meeting New Challenges in the New Century: Achievin

Common Prosperity through Participation and Cooperation". 

34. We noted the successful conclusion of 3rd Asia-Europe Foreign Ministers' Meeting (ASEM FMM) in Beijing, China, o

14-25 May 2001, and reaffirmed our commitment to ASEM process. We reiterated our support for the early admission o

Cambodia. Laos and Myanmar into ASEM. We agreed to work towards a more interactive and informal dialogue at futur

ASEM meetings in order to reinvigorate the comprehensive Asia-Europe Partnership in the post crisis era. In this context, w

looked toward to the 4th ASEM FMM in Spain in June 2002 and the ASEM  IV Summit in Copenhagen in September 2002.

35. We attached high importance to the Greater Mekong Sub-regional Cooperation program (GMS), which aims to increas

intra-regional. cross border trade through better physical linkages  to create more positive investment climate; and t

strengthen labor force and markets through human resource development. initiatives. In this regard, we noted that there is 

natural complementarily between the aims of the GMS programs and the ASEAN's interest and activities in the Mekong sub

region including through the ASEAN Mekong Basin Development Cooperation (AMBDC). which underlines the need fo

closer cooperation and coordination between the two bodies. 

36. Welcoming the success of the First Ministerial Meeting on Mekong-Ganga Cooperation in Vientiane on 11-13 Novembe

2000,  we considered this cooperation as complementary efforts to exploit the potential of the region and expressed the hop

Page 5 of 9JOINT COMMUNIQUE OF THE 34TH ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING Hanoi, 23-...

2/10/2014http://www.asean.org/communities/asean-political-security-community/item/joint-commun...

Annex 140



that this cooperation, which in the initial stage would focus on tourism promotion and development,. would bring abou

tangible results, contributing to the efforts to integrate the Mekong sub-region to the region. We looked forward to th

success of the 2nd Ministerial Meeting on Mekong-Ganga cooperation,  in Hanoi, on 18 July 2001. 

ECONOMIC COOPERATION

37. We were encouraged by the continued economic recovery in ASEAN, but also recognized the urgent need to continu

with structural refines in view of the slowdown in the global economy. We emphasized the importance of continuing regiona

economic integration as a measure to reduce costs and attract investment. 

38. We welcomed the efforts to expedite the accomplishment of AFTA and emphasized the important milestone it represent

for regional economic integration. We lauded the important move by the original signatories in accelerating th

implementation of the CEPT scheme. We expressed support for efforts to publicize AFTA and welcomed the CEPT Outreac

Program conducted from 2l March 2001 to 6 April 2001 in five ASEAN capitals to disseminate information on the benefit

of AFTA to the business community. 

39. We were encouraged by significant progress in the implementation of AICO. We stressed the importance of ASEAN

trade facilitation initiatives. particularly in terms of  customs and standards for intra-ASEAN trade. We recalled that the Sixt

ASEAN Summit in December 1998 had called for a second round of negotiations in services. We strongly urged the relevan

ASEAN bodies to ensure that substantive otters in air transport, business services, construction, finance, maritime transpor

telecommunications and tourism be 

 made before the end of this year. We urged an early implementation of the Framework Agreement on the ASEAN

Investment Area (AlA). 

40.  We noted the significant progress made in the implementation of the regional financing arrangements particularly th

enlargement of the ASEAN Swap Arrangement and its expansion to include all 10 ASEAN Member Countries, and th

conclusion of several substantial agreements on bilateral swap arrangements among ASEAN Member Countries,  China

Japan and the Republic of Korea under the Chiang Mai Initiative. 

41. We lauded the decision taken by the ASEAN Economic Ministers to establish an ASEAN-GSP Scheme to accor

preferential treatment to export goods from Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Viet Nam on a bilateral basis, and expressed ou

belief that this would bring immediate trade benefits to these newer Member Countries. 

42. We were pleased with the progress in the implementation of e-ASEAN Framework Agreement signed by ASEAN

Leaders at the 4th ASEAN Informal Summit in Singapore last November, particularly the development of a referenc

framework for e-commerce legal infrastructure.  We welcomed the holding of the e-ASEAN Business leaders Forum in Apr

2001 to validate the Framework Agreement's attractiveness to leading ICT multinational corporations and invite their activ

participation. We were pleased with the successful outcome of the First ASEAN Telecommunication Ministers' Meetin

(TELMIN) in Kuala Lumpur on 13 - 14 July 2001 including its decision to participate actively in the realization of e-ASEAN

and other ICT related activities in ASEAN. 

43. We stressed the importance of the tourism industry to the economies of Member Countries and reiterated our support fo

the Visit ASEAN Campaign (V AC) launched in Brunei Darussalam and expressed our hope that the VAC would giv

ASEAN a stronger brand name as a single tourism destination. 
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44. We recognized the importance of those sub-regional groupings/growth areas such as BIMP-EAGA. IMT-GT, IMS-GT

the AMBDC and the West-East Corridor in hastening regional integration and believed that a well-balanced development i

sub-regional groupings/growth areas could serve as a solid foundation for ASEAN Economic Integration. In this regard, w

lauded the convening of a seminar in Brunei Darussalam aimed at developing a common strategy for revitalizing these sub

regional groupings/growth areas. We appreciated the support and assistance being given to newer Member Countrie

including those through development projects/programs in the AMBDC. We reiterated our call to gather support an

assistance from ASEAN Member Countries and from the rest of the international community for the development of ASEAN

sub-regional co-operation. 

FUNCTIONAL COOPERATION

45. We noted that the ASEAN-Australia Safety Nets Project commenced  implementation in May 2001 and expresse

appreciation to Australia for its support for ASEAN's endeavour. We considered this an important step forward in improvin

the region's capacity to design social safety nets and to assess the social impact of economic and other setbacks. We als

noted that two activities under the Framework ASEAN Plan of Action on Rural Development and Poverty Eradication wer

being implemented with support from the UNDP. 

46. We welcomed the measures taken by the ASEAN Health Ministers to improve the competitiveness of health service an

health-related products in ASEAN, and to provide the peoples or ASEAN with a better access to cheaper drugs. 

47. We noted with satisfaction the progress in the preparation for the special session on HIV/AIDS on the occasion of 7t

ASEAN Summit in November 2001 in Brunei Darussalam. including the active participation of UNAIDS and other parties i

the formulation of the ASEAN Work Program on HIV/AIDS II (2001-2004). We also noted that the ASEAN regiona

response to HIV/AIDS was in line with the Declaration of commitments on HIV/AIDS adopted by the United Nation

General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS on 25-27 June 2001 in New York. 

48. We welcomed the Yangon 2000 Declaration on Preparing ASEAN Youth For the Challenges of Globalization

announced at the 3rd ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Youth (AMMY), held in Yangon in November 2000, which provide

guidance for preparing and empowering the region's youth to make use of the opportunities and meet challenges created b

globalization. 

49. We noted the importance of the on-going efforts to combat forest fires and haze problems in the region. These include th

implementation of the Regional Haze Action Plan and Iimmediate Action Plan; monitoring of forest fifes and haze; an

negotiations on the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution, which was expected to be concluded by the end o

this year. We emphasized the importance of strong commitments among the Member Countries, increased public an

community awareness and participation, and continued support from donors to ensure success and sustainability of activitie

In this regard,  we expressed our appreciation for the assistance of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), some internationa

organizations and Dialogue Countries. 

50. We were pleased with the activities of the 36th ASEAN Committee on Culture and Information (COCI) in developing 

regional identity and a sense of community among ASEAN's people. In this connection we lauded the efforts of COCI in

promoting regional understanding and interaction among the youth, artists, experts and representatives of the mass media

We also acknowledged the importance of the ASEAN Kindness Movement as a new initiative to further promote th

awareness of ASEAN and its standing in the international community. 
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51.  Recalling the recommendations of the ASEAN Eminent Persons Group to develop more and broader linkages amon

educational institutions at all levels and to raise the standards of education in the whole of ASEAN, we reaffirmed th

importance of student and academic exchanges among the universities of the ASEAN Member Countries. In this connection

we recognized the important role of the ASEAN University Network (AUN) as a pillar of the human resource developmen

in the region. and requested the AUN to explore the acceleration of credit transfer among its member universities. We als

requested relevant ASEAN bodies to continue to explore the establishment of common professional and technical standard

in ASEAN and the setting up of benchmarks in the field of education. 

52. We expressed support for efforts of the Committee on Science and Technology (COST) to develop cooperation wit

China, Japan and the Republic of Korea within the ASEAN+3 framework. 

53. We noted the progress being made towards the adoption of work program to implement the ASEAN Plan of Action t

Combat Transnational Crime. We also welcomed the efforts to intensify ASEAN cooperation against transnational crime

through convening of workshops on specific issues among law enforcement officers, thus creating closer networking an

better understanding among them. 

54. We were pleased to note that the ASEAN Directors-General of Immigration Departments and Heads of Consula

Divisions of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs had endorsed the Institutional Framework and Plan of Action whic

institutionalize cooperation among ASEAN Member Countries on Immigration matters. We also noted the progress in the us

of smart card to facilitate travel within ASEAN and the harmonization of ASEAN immigration regulations. 

55. We welcomed the endorsement of the ASEAN and China Cooperative Operations in Response to Dangerous Drug

(ACCORD) Plan of Action by the International Congress in Pursuit of a Drug-Free ASEAN 2015, which was jointl

organized by Thailand, ASEAN and the United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention on 11-13 Octobe

2000 in Bangkok, Thailand. We we're gratified by  the agreement to strengthen coordination in proactively advocatin

awareness of the danger of drugs and response building consensus and sharing best practices on demand reduction

strengthening the rule of law through improved law enforcement cooperation and legislative review, and eliminating th

supply of illicit drugs by boosting alternative development program and community participation in the eradication of illic

crops. Mindful that illegal drugs and narcotics trafficking is not only of concern to each ASEAN Member Country an

ASEAN as a whole, but also to the entire international community, we agreed to designate 2002.2003 as "ASEAN Drug

Awareness Years" in order to help raise the awareness of the peoples of ASEAN on the danger of illicit drugs and narcotic

trafficking and mobilize their support for further strengthening the region's efforts in the fight against narcotic drugs. In thi

regard, we agreed to request the ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug Matters (ASOD) to consider how to implement suc

measures. including the possibility of establishing an appropriate ASEAN mechanism to combat illegal drugs and narcotic

trafficking.

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

56.  We expressed our satisfaction with the progress of cooperation within the framework of ASEAN+3 with China, Japa

and the Republic of Korea in all fields, particularly trade, investment and finance. Considering that the enhancement of thes

cooperative activities was of great significance in restoring economic dynamism in East Asia in general and South East Asi

in particular, we encouraged further cooperative efforts with priority to be given to infrastructure, ICT and human resourc

development. In this connection. we welcomed the establishment of the East Asia Study Group (EASG) and initiatives t

boost this cooperation. We also encouraged the participation of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea and other Dialogu
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Partners in the implementation of ASEAN  initiatives such as the IAI and measures highlighted in the Hanoi Declaration o

Narrowing Development Gap for Closer ASEAN Integration. 

57. We reaffirmed that ASEAN's relations with its Dialogue Partners are the most significant aspect of ASEAN's externa

relations and expressed appreciation for their support for the implementation of the HPA and other ASEAN plans of action

We called upon the Dialogue Partners to continue the assistance especially after the review of the HPA by the ASEAN

Summit in  November 2001 in Brunei Darussalam, which would identify priority areas that ASEAN should focus on. 

58.  In the context of ASEAN overall development cooperation with Dialogue partners,  we reiterated that the principle o

non-discrimination should be upheld and respected in the Dialogue Partners relations with ASEAN and agreed tha

development cooperation activities in the dialogue process should involve ASEAN as one regional entity. 

59. We recalled the successful convening of the l3th ASEAN-European Union Ministerial Meeting (AEMM) on 11-1

December 2000 in Vientiane. We expressed ASEAN's desire to further strengthen its relations and to promote dialogue wit

the EU in all sectors of mutual interest. We looked forward to the next AEMM in Europe. 

60. We stressed ASEAN's continued interest in enhancing closer cooperation with the United Nations, inter-governmenta

and regional organizations and welcomed the ASEAN Secretariat's efforts to coordinate closer cooperation with thes

organizations. 
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RESPONDING TO CHALLENGES: SECURING A BETTER FUTURE

1.    We, the Foreign Ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), met in 
Bandar Seri Begawan to review regional and international political and economic developments, 
bearing in mind our resolve, to take full advantage of the opportunities offered by globalisation 
and address the new security concerns raised by the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks in the 
United States. These were among the important factors in the evolving situation that underlined 
the urgency for ASEAN to respond. 

2.      We expressed with appreciation the keynote address by His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal 
Bolkiah of Brunei Darussalam. His Majesty stated that the most pressing issue for ASEAN is 
economic progress and ASEAN needs to respond rapidly to this challenge.  His Majesty also 
stated that the cooperation between ASEAN and its Dialogue Partners is now an integral part of 
ASEAN itself. His Majesty highlighted that terrorism, at its deepest, level threatened all 
international order and challenges the fundamental values set in the Bangkok Declaration. His 
Majesty also stressed that terrorism must be addressed through a comprehensive strategy. His 
Majesty emphasised that ASEAN countries, individually and as a group, have enormous 
strength, vigour and dynamism and there is no lack of resolution, foresight and sheer talent in 
the region.  In this regard, ASEAN needs to make its work more meaningful to the people so as 
to fulfill the dream of the founding fathers of ASEAN and the vision set out by the leaders in the 
new century.

3.         We are fully committed to strengthening our bilateral, regional and international 
cooperation to counter terrorism in a comprehensive manner and to make Southeast Asia a 
safer place for all as reflected in the 7th ASEAN Summit Declaration on Joint Action to Counter 
Terrorism. We believe this would ensure peace, stability and security in our efforts to achieve 
greater development, progress and prosperity in ASEAN.

4.         Encouraged by the achievements and progress of ASEAN over the years, we are 
determined to work even harder.  We resolved towards realising the ASEAN Vision 2020 
through the implementation of the Hanoi Plan of Action and the development of the Roadmap 
for the Integration of ASEAN (RIA) as instructed by our Leaders at the 7th ASEAN Summit.

5.         Our priority is to further enhance our integration especially in ensuring the strength and 
competitiveness of our economies.  In this regard, the realisation on 1 January 2002 of the 
ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) among the original six signatories represented a very 
important milestone to an even deeper integration. We are confident that the implementation of 
AFTA by our new members would be carried out as scheduled. We would exert every effort to 
go beyond AFTA and the ASEAN Investment Area (AIA) by deepening market liberalization in 
trade, services and investment.

6.         We recognised the strategic value of intensifying our dialogue processes within ASEAN 
as well as developing linkages with friends and partners in promoting cooperation, broader 
understanding and addressing areas of common concern. Through our own Summits and 
Ministerial Meetings, Post Ministerial Conferences (PMC), ASEAN Dialogue Relations, ASEAN 
Regional Forum (ARF) and the ASEAN + 3 process and other relevant international fora, we 



Annex 142

2002 JOINT COMMUNIQUE OF THE 35TH ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING

UNOFFICIAL TEXT · CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW · www.cil.nus.edu.sg                                                   Page 3 of 10                              

can maintain our coherence and cohesiveness and ensure that ASEAN continues to play a 
pivotal role, and to remain open and outward-looking. 

7.         In order to provide for better prospects and greater confidence for our people, friends 
and partners, we are determined to take urgent concrete measures in addressing the immediate 
and long-term concerns affecting the region.  

COMBATING TERRORISM

8.   We recognised that terrorism is a global threat and that the disturbing acts of terrorism and 
transnational crimes, which continue to threaten world peace and stability, must be tackled by 
the international community. Towards this end, we called for the need to undertake concerted 
efforts and concrete initiatives at all levels. 

9.     We acknowledged that following the 2001 ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter 
Terrorism adopted during the 7th ASEAN Summit in November 2001 in Brunei Darussalam, 
ASEAN at all levels had undertaken practical measures and further enhanced its role and 
contribution in the fight against terrorism. We noted the increased cooperation and activities 
among the frontline agencies in ASEAN. We welcomed the adoption of the Work Programme on 
Terrorism by the Second Annual Senior Officials’ Meeting on Transnational Crime and endorsed 
by the Special ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Terrorism in Kuala Lumpur in May 2002. We 
believed that the Work Programme would further enhance information / intelligence exchanges 
particularly on terrorists and their organisations, movement, financial support as well as 
strengthen our legal infrastructure and law enforcement capabilities. We would also work 
towards developing our regional training and capacity-building programmes.  We are also 
determined to enhance counter-terrorism cooperation in line with specific circumstances in our 
respective countries.

10.   We welcomed the signing of the Agreement on Information Exchange and Establishment 
of Communication Procedures between the Republic of Indonesia, Malaysia and the Republic of 
the Philippines in Putrajaya, Malaysia on 7 May 2002 as a significant building block in the 
international campaign against terrorism. We also welcomed Cambodia’s accession to the 
Agreement on 30 July 2002. 

11.   We have also broadened our cooperation and involvement with the international 
community through the United Nations, our Dialogue Partners, the ASEAN Regional Forum and 
the ASEAN + 3 process.  We affirmed that at the international level the United Nations should 
play a major role. In this regard,   we fully supported the implementation of the Security Council 
Resolution 1373 and noted that all ASEAN countries have submitted their reports in compliance 
with the Resolution. We looked forward to further efforts by the international community to 
provide technical assistance and other support to ASEAN Member Countries in need of such in 
implementing Security Council Resolution 1373.

12.    We believed that all these efforts would bolster ASEAN’s capability and capacity to 
contribute to the fight against terrorism at the regional as well as at the international levels. 
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ECONOMIC CHALLENGES AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES

13.    Globalisation has intertwined the economic fates of many countries. The 11 September 
attacks came at a difficult time for most of our ASEAN economies, recovering from the 1997-
1998 financial crisis and heavily dependent on exports. However, we welcomed the projection of 
ASEAN’s economic growth of 3.5-4% this year.  

14.     Much needs to be done in ensuring sustainable economic recovery in the region. Tackling 
the remaining challenges from the financial crisis is our priority. While noting the progress 
achieved in these areas, we pledged our continued commitment to work together and 
individually in financial and corporate sector restructuring.

15.    We will respond to the challenges posed by the economic diversity of our expanded 
ASEAN with greater coherence and cohesiveness through the development of RIA. The 
Roadmap would bring together our various initiatives to deepen economic cooperation, to 
accelerate integration and to bridge the development gap in ASEAN. 

16.    The RIA would also ensure that our economies remain competitive and dynamic through 
strengthening AFTA, accelerating the ASEAN Investment Area (AIA) and fostering industrial 
linkages through the ASEAN Industrial Cooperation (AICO). ASEAN would further work towards 
facilitating, enhancing cooperation and progressively liberalising trade in services and tourism.  
Through the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI), we would increase the development levels of 
our members by focusing on capacity-building and human resources development in areas such 
as energy, telecommunications, and transportation especially within the Mekong Basin and our 
other sub-regional growth areas. 

17.   We endorsed the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI) Work Plan together with 
programmes and projects focusing on four-priority areas namely human resource development, 
infrastructure, information communication technology and regional economic integration. The 
Work Plan would serve as a roadmap to implement the Hanoi Declaration on Narrowing the 
Development Gap for Closer ASEAN Integration. We welcomed the convening of the IAI 
Development Cooperation Forum (IDCF) in Jakarta on 15-16 August 2002. We also welcomed 
the initiative of the six older ASEAN Members to launch joint IAI projects to help narrow the 
development gap within ASEAN. This would be a significant step in demonstrating ASEAN’s 
commitment in helping its new members in the integration efforts under the IAI.

18.       We recognised the increasing global competition for investment and markets and in this 
regard, we welcomed efforts initiated by our Economic Ministers for an ASEAN Competitiveness 
Study to be realised. We believed this would complement our AIA initiative to further promote 
ASEAN as a competitive investment destination.

19.   We would continue to work together for our peoples and businesses to better equip them 
for communication and competition in the new economy.  In this context, we have committed to 
accelerate the implementation of the e-ASEAN Framework Agreement and looked forward to 
the establishment of an ASEAN Business Advisory Council (ABAC). We would also help 
businesses by promoting freer movement of goods and people through the ASEAN Framework 
Agreement on Facilitation of Goods in Transit and through the ASEAN Tourism Agreement to 
be signed by our Leaders at the 8th ASEAN Summit in Phnom Penh in November 2002. 
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20.    Mindful that this is a difficult time for the multilateral trading system, we were thus 
encouraged that a consensus was reached at the WTO Ministerial Meeting in Doha, which 
underscored the importance of development in the trade agenda.   We will work closely with our 
economic partners in negotiations at the WTO towards achieving greater market access for 
products and services of developing economies, including that of ASEAN. We reiterated our call 
for the early accession of Cambodia, Laos and Viet Nam into the WTO, taking into account their 
different stages of development and the basic principles of special and differential treatment.

21.   In emphasising the importance of establishing linkages with our other partners, we pledged 
to work together to implement the decision of our Leaders and the Chinese Premier at the last 
Summit to formalise the Framework Agreement on ASEAN-China Economic Cooperation, 
including the establishment of the ASEAN-China Free Trade Area within 10 years with special 
and differential treatment and flexibility to the new members. We looked forward to the signing 
of the Framework Agreement at the forthcoming ASEAN-China Summit. We also considered the 
idea of having a feasibility study on establishing an East Asia Free Trade Area (EAFTA).  

22.   We resolved to further strengthen the ASEAN + 3 cooperation. In this context, we noted 
the need to strengthen the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta and Malaysia’s offer to host the 
ASEAN + 3 Secretariat in Kuala Lumpur. 

23.     We commended the work on the closer economic partnership with the CER countries and 
in this regard, welcomed a Ministerial Declaration to be signed in September this year. We also 
looked forward to further progress in developing closer economic partnership with Japan. We 
were encouraged by the recent development of a comprehensive work programme between 
ASEAN and the US to further strengthen our trade and investment ties. These linkages would 
ensure that ASEAN continues to practise open regionalism and remain outward-looking and 
supportive of the multilateral trading system.

24.       We welcomed the decision of our Leaders at the 7th ASEAN Summit to consider the 
idea of convening ASEAN + 1 Summits with other Dialogue Partners starting with ASEAN-India 
at the forthcoming Summit in Cambodia.

25.  We recognised the importance of sub-regional growth areas to the overall development in 
the region. We welcomed the active involvement of the private sector and the Asian 
Development Bank in the ASEAN sub-regional growth areas such as the Brunei Darussalam-
Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines – East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA), Indonesia-Malaysia-
Thailand – Growth Triangle (IMT-GT), Singapore-Johor-Riau Growth Triangle (SIJORI), 
ASEAN-Mekong Basin Development Cooperation (AMBDC), East-West Corridor and the 
Cambodia-Laos-Viet Nam Development Triangle.

26.   We commended the work of our Finance and Economic colleagues in these areas and 
believe our work would offer great opportunities for our peoples and our business sectors.
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FUNCTIONAL COOPERATION

27.   We were pleased with the progress that ASEAN has achieved in promoting functional 
cooperation. We commended the work produced by our Ministers responsible for Social 
Welfare, Science and Technology, Health, Environment, Labour, Law and Transnational Crimes 
and expressed full support for the implementation of their recommendations. 

28.    We reviewed ongoing efforts in ASEAN under the Framework for the ASEAN Plan of 
Action on Rural Development and Poverty Eradication and the ASEAN Plan of Action on Social 
Safety Nets. Recognizing that poverty is one of the central challenges in today’s economy and 
society and reaffirming our commitment to uplift our people from poverty, we noted the 
Philippines’ proposal to establish an ASEAN facility for micro-lending for the poor and requested 
the relevant ASEAN bodies to consider it. 

29.       We welcomed the adoption of the ASEAN Declaration on HIV/AIDS and the 2nd Work 
Plan on HIV/AIDS, by the Leaders at the 7th ASEAN Summit.  In this regard, we were pleased 
with the implementation of the programmes in tackling the HIV/AIDS issues under the Work 
Plan.

30.       We welcomed the adoption of the Work Programme to Implement the ASEAN Plan of 
Action To Combat Transnational Crimes in Kuala Lumpur, 17 May 2002. We believed that the 
Work Programme would further strengthen our capacity to combat transnational crimes such as 
illicit drug trafficking, trafficking in persons, sea piracy, arms smuggling, money laundering, 
terrorism, international economic crime and cyber crime. We reaffirmed our commitment 
towards a Drug-Free ASEAN 2015 and expressed satisfaction on the progress in realising the 
ASEAN Drug Awareness Years 2002-2003. We called on all our partners in the ASEAN-China
Cooperative Operations in Respond to Dangerous Drugs (ACCORD) Plan of Action to take 
immediate and practical measures to combat illegal drugs and narcotics trafficking in 
accordance with the said Plan of Action. 

31.   We reiterated the message contained in the Joint Statement of the ASEAN Ministers 
Responsible for Environment to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, particularly in 
setting in place targeted, time-bound, practical and implementable actions for achieving specific 
sustainable development goals.

32.   We recalled the decision made by the 26th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting to consider the 
establishment of an appropriate mechanism on human rights. In this regard, we noted the First 
and Second Workshops on the ASEAN Regional Mechanism on Human Rights hosted 
respectively by Indonesia from 5-6 July 2001 and the Philippines from 13-15 June 2002. We 
also noted the 9th ASEAN-ISIS Colloquium on Human Rights, held from 23-24 February 2002, 
in Manila. We deemed that these efforts could contribute in enhancing the exchange of views 
among different sectors in ASEAN towards the realisation of the concept of an ASEAN human 
rights mechanism. We also acknowledged the importance of continuing dialogue with the 
Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism.

33.       In improving the quality of lives of our peoples, we pledged to continue our efforts in 
enhancing these initiatives. We believed that these would bring all sectors of society closer 
together, especially our women and youth. We stressed the importance of promoting effective 
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outreach programmes through cultural cooperation, science and technology exchanges, and 
environmental awareness at the national and regional levels.

POLITICAL AND SECURITY COOPERATION

34.     We exchanged views on a wide range of political and security issues affecting the region. 
We noted that the overall security environment in the Southeast Asian region remains stable 
and peaceful despite the existence of certain challenges. Encouraged by positive 
developments, we will continue to play an important role in the promotion of peace, stability and 
economic progress in Southeast Asia and in the wider Asia-Pacific region. 

35.    We stressed the importance of maintaining the territorial integrity, sovereignty, and unity of 
states. In this context, we recognised the need to address threats and challenges posed by 
issues such as separatism and terrorism.

36.   We reaffirmed the usefulness of informal open and frank dialogue amongst ASEAN to 
address issues of common concern to the region. We have strengthened the ASEAN 
mechanism by having an annual Leaders’ Summit, Ministerial Meetings and Retreats to guide, 
assess and review developments in ASEAN and its relationship with friends and partners. In 
recognising the need for ASEAN to remain relevant and able to respond and adapt to changes 
in the regional and international environment, we agreed to meet and consult on urgent issues 
in a timely manner.

37.    We were satisfied that the ARF, as the key forum for political and security dialogue in the 
Asia-Pacific region, continued to make significant progress in addressing regional security 
concerns,  implementing confidence-building measures and beginning exploratory work on 
Preventive Diplomacy. Given our resolve for ASEAN to maintain its role as the primary driving 
force, we will continually strengthen the Forum by considering further initiatives and other 
means including the Forum’s expansion to meet the challenges of the evolving strategic security 
situation.

38.       We reaffirmed that the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation (TAC) in Southeast Asia serves 
as the framework governing relations among Southeast Asian states and those outside the 
region. We welcomed the intention of China, Russia and India to accede to the Treaty and 
renewed our call to other Dialogue Partners and interested countries, in particular the major 
powers, to accede. We recalled that the adoption of the Rules of Procedure of the High Council 
of the Treaty and the Instrument of Accession would facilitate accession of interested parties. 

39.       We welcomed the on-going consultations between ASEAN and the Nuclear Weapon 
States (NWS) on the Protocol of Southeast Asian Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) 
Treaty and urged the NWS to sign the Protocol of the Treaty as soon as possible. 

40.       We reaffirm that the adoption of a code of conduct in the South China Sea would further 
promote peace and stability in the region and agreed to work towards a Declaration on the 
Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea. In this regard, we agreed to work closely with China 
with a view to adopting the Declaration.  All parties concerned are encouraged to continue the 
exercise of self-restraint and we welcomed their commitment to resolving disputes in the South 
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China Sea by peaceful means in conformity with recognised principles of international law 
including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as well as to 
ensuring the freedom of navigation in the area.

41.      We were satisfied with the on-going South China Sea Workshops on Managing Potential 
Conflict in the South China Sea through dialogue, confidence-building and cooperative 
measures. We urged the participating authorities as well as the NGOs, foundations or private 
companies from the South China Sea region as well as outside the region to contribute 
generously to the continuation of the Workshop’s programmes as agreed at the Workshop in 
August 2001. 

42.    As a reflection of the recognition that ASEAN, individually, and collectively, should 
contribute positively in creating an international regime of peace and stability, we expressed 
support for the Philippines’, Indonesia’s and Viet Nam’s candidature to become non-permanent 
members of the UN Security Council for the year 2004 – 2005, 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 
respectively. 

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

43.    We warmly welcomed the initiative of the Royal Thai Government in inaugurating the Asia 
Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) on 18-19 June 2002, in Thailand, which aimed to provide a non-
institutionalising arrangement for dialogue and the exchange of ideas to promote synergy within 
Asia through consolidating collective strengths. We noted that the ACD, as an evolving, open 
and informal process, would serve to complement existing regional cooperation and that 
ASEAN’s role and contribution is essential to ACD’s incremental and steady progress towards 
forging Asia-wide cooperation, which would make Asia a strong partner for other regions of the 
world.

44.       We welcomed the Democratic Republic of East Timor as a new member of the 
international community and were prepared to engage East Timor in the long-term. We had 
invited East Timor to the 35th AMM and agreed to extend similar invitation for future AMMs. We 
noted East Timor’s intention to become observer to ASEAN and to accede to the TAC. We 
would continue to consult with East Timor on this matter. 

45.    We support the continued efforts of the Royal Government of Cambodia to bring the 
senior leaders of Democratic Kampuchea and those who were most responsible for the crimes 
and serious violations of Cambodian penal law, international humanitarian law and custom, and 
international conventions recognised by the Kingdom of Cambodia to trial in accordance with 
international standards of justice, fairness and due process of law. We recognised, in this 
connection, the need of the Royal Government of Cambodia and the United Nations to 
cooperate together and appeal to the international community, to provide assistance in this 
regard. 

46.    We noted the national efforts in dealing with any violation of international human rights 
and humanitarian law.
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47.       We welcomed the readiness of Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and the 
Republic of Korea (ROK) to resume the inter-Korean dialogue and appreciated the role of other 
parties in bringing this into effect. We encouraged both Koreas to implement further follow-up
measures to enhance inter-Korean reconciliation and cooperation in the spirit of the 15 June 
2000 North-South Joint Declaration. We called for further promotion of the peace process on the 
Korean Peninsula and emphasised the importance of holding the second inter-Korean summit.

48.       We considered peace and stability in South Asia as important to the whole region and 
beyond. We expressed the hope that India and Pakistan would take all necessary steps to 
defuse tensions. We called on both countries to resume immediate dialogue, strengthen their 
cooperation and resolve their differences through peaceful means to restore and maintain 
peace and stability.

49.       We expressed concern over the latest developments in the Middle East and condemned 
the recent Israeli air attack in Gaza resulting in the death of innocent civilians. We reaffirmed our 
support for the Middle East Peace Process and called on Israel and the Palestinian Authority to 
resume peaceful negotiations towards a comprehensive and full settlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. We reiterated the importance of ensuring full implementation of all relevant United 
Nations resolutions and the pledges and commitments made by both parties at the Madrid 
Conference and at Sharm El-Sheikh. We welcomed all peace initiatives aimed towards 
achieving a comprehensive and lasting solution to the Middle East problem.  

50.       We welcomed the election of the new government in Afghanistan by the Loya Jirga and 
hoped that the newly-elected government would bring peace and stability in the country. We 
welcomed the Pledging Conference on the Reconstruction Assistance of Afghanistan held in 
Tokyo this year and urged members of the international community to continue to provide 
necessary assistance in all areas for the development of the country.

51.       In view of the United States withdrawal from the 1972 ABM Treaty, we welcomed the 
signing of the Treaty on Strategic Offensive Reductions between the Russian Federation and 
the United States on 24 May 2002, bearing in mind the importance of this Treaty as a 
contribution to the maintenance of strategic balance, world peace and long-term international 
security. We further called for the nuclear weapons states to continue dialogue to look for new 
ideas and approaches to address the issue of nuclear disarmament. 

ENHANCING ASEAN’S RELEVANCE

52.      We believed that ASEAN faces serious challenges from within and from outside. They 
encompass the political, social and economic lives of our peoples. ASEAN is responding with a 
combination of ambitious initiatives and pragmatic programmes addressing the needs of our 
people and the demands of a globalising world. This requires our institutions to evolve to remain 
relevant, our member countries to reflect and reorient to remain dynamic and competitive and to 
develop linkages with each other and other regional and international organisations. 

53.   We have also strengthened the capacity of ASEAN institutions by implementing our 
Leaders’ decision on the role and functions of the ASEAN Secretariat. We endorsed 
Singapore’s nomination of Mr Ong Keng Yong to succeed Mr. Roldolfo C. Severino, Jr. as the 
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next Secretary-General of ASEAN and agreed to recommend his appointment to the Heads of 
State / Government of ASEAN. 

54.       We believed that ASEAN continues to provide the necessary and relevant framework for 
cooperation and dialogue among nations and peoples. We are therefore resolved to work 
closely together to meet the challenges to regional peace, stability and sustained growth in the 
ASEAN region with renewed vigour to build a strong foundation for a secure and prosperous 
ASEAN.
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in South China Sea 
(4 Nov. 2002)



DECLARATION ON THE CONDUCT OF PARTIES IN THE 
SOUTH CHINA SEA 

The Governments of the Member States of ASEAN and the Government of the People's Republic of China,
REAFFIRMING their determination to consolidate and develop the friendship and cooperation existing between their people and governments with the view t
promoting a 21st century-oriented partnership of good neighbourliness and mutual trust;
COGNIZANT of the need to promote a peaceful, friendly and harmonious environment in the South China Sea between ASEAN and China for the enhancement o
peace, stability, economic growth and prosperity in the region;
COMMITTED to enhancing the principles and objectives of the 1997 Joint Statement of the Meeting of the Heads of State/Government of the Member States o
ASEAN and President of the People's Republic of China;
DESIRING to enhance favourable conditions for a peaceful and durable solution of differences and disputes among countries concerned;
HEREBY DECLARE the following:

1. The Parties reaffirm their commitment to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, th
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, and other universally recognized principles of international law
which shall serve as the basic norms governing state-to-state relations;
2. The Parties are committed to exploring ways for building trust and confidence in accordance with the above-mentioned principles and on the basis of equality an
mutual respect;
3. The Parties reaffirm their respect for and commitment to the freedom of navigation in and overflight above the South China Sea as provided for by th
universally recognized principles of international law, including the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea;
4. The Parties concerned undertake to resolve their territorial and jurisdictional disputes by peaceful means, without resorting to the threat or use of force, through
friendly consultations and negotiations by sovereign states directly concerned, in accordance with universally recognized principles of international law, includin
the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea;
5. The Parties undertake to exercise self-restraint in the conduct of activities that would complicate or escalate disputes and affect peace and stability including
among others, refraining from action of inhabiting on the presently uninhabited islands, reefs, shoals, cays, and other features and to handle their differences in 
constructive manner.
Pending the peaceful settlement of territorial and jurisdictional disputes, the Parties concerned undertake to intensify efforts to seek ways, in the spirit o
cooperation and understanding, to build trust and confidence between and among them, including:

a. holding dialogues and exchange of views as appropriate between their defense and military officials;
b. ensuring just and humane treatment of all persons who are either in danger or in distress;
c. notifying, on a voluntary basis, other Parties concerned of any impending joint/combined military exercise; and
d. exchanging, on a voluntary basis, relevant information.

6. Pending a comprehensive and durable settlement of the disputes, the Parties concerned may explore or undertake cooperative activities. These may include th
following:

a. marine environmental protection;
b. marine scientific research;
c. safety of navigation and communication at sea;
d. search and rescue operation; and
e. combating transnational crime, including but not limited to trafficking in illicit drugs, piracy and armed robbery at sea, and illegal traffic in arms.
The modalities, scope and locations, in respect of bilateral and multilateral cooperation should be agreed upon by the Parties concerned prior to their actua
implementation.

7. The Parties concerned stand ready to continue their consultations and dialogues concerning relevant issues, through modalities to be agreed by them, includin
regular consultations on the observance of this Declaration, for the purpose of promoting good neighbourliness and transparency, establishing harmony, mutua
understanding and cooperation, and facilitating peaceful resolution of disputes among them;
8. The Parties undertake to respect the provisions of this Declaration and take actions consistent therewith;
9. The Parties encourage other countries to respect the principles contained in this Declaration;
10. The Parties concerned reaffirm that the adoption of a code of conduct in the South China Sea would further promote peace and stability in the region and agre
to work, on the basis of consensus, towards the eventual attainment of this objective.

Done on the Fourth Day of November in the Year Two Thousand and Two in Phnom Penh, the Kingdom of Cambodia.
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Chairman’s Statement: 11th Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum
 (2 July 2004)





 Chairman's Statement of the 11th Meeting of the ASEAN 
Regional Forum, Jakarta, 2 July 2004

CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT 
THE ELEVENTH MEETING OF ASEAN REGIONAL FORUM 

Jakarta , 2 July 2004

1.      The Eleventh Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) was held in Jakarta , Indonesia , on 2 
July 2004 . The meeting was chaired by H.E. Dr. N. Hassan Wirajuda, Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Indonesia . 

2.      The Meeting was attended by the Foreign Ministers of all ARF participating countries. The 
Secretary-General of ASEAN was also present. The List of Delegates appears as ANNEX A.

3.      A meeting among defence and military officials attending the 11th ARF was also held on 1 July 
2004 . 

4.      The Ministers welcomed the admission of Pakistan as the 24th participant of the ARF and took 
note of its expressed commitment to help achieve the ARF’s key goals and to abide by and respect fully 
the decisions and statements already made by the ARF. 

Overview of the ARF Process

5.      The Ministers reaffirmed the importance of ARF as the main political and security forum in the 
region, and reiterated the importance of further strengthening the ARF. The Ministers also reiterated 
their support for ASEAN as the primary driving force of ARF and further encouraged the contribution of
all ARF participants in moving the ARF process forward. 

6.      The Ministers discussed extensively issues of common concern and reiterated the importance of 
maintaining peace and stability in the region. The Ministers also stressed the importance of ARF 
focusing its deliberations on regional issues, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region, as well as 
global/international issues with regional repercussion, and excluding issues of a bilateral nature. 

7.      The Ministers noted with satisfaction the significant progress and the role that ARF has played in 
enhancing political and security dialogue and cooperation as well as confidence building in the Asia-
Pacific region. The Ministers agreed to continue to observe the basic principles of decision-making by 
consensus and non-interference The Ministers reaffirmed that ARF should move forward at a pace 
comfortable to all. 
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8.      The Ministers recognized that the challenges facing the Asia Pacific region are becoming more 
complex and intertwined. The Ministers emphasized the importance of enhancing cooperation and 
dialogue in a frank and open manner. 

9.      The Ministers acknowledged the importance of the involvement of the ASEAN Secretariat in 
assisting the ARF Chairman. In this regard, they welcomed the participation of the ASEAN Secretariat 
in all ARF activities, including ISG on CBMs and ISM on CTTC. 

Highlights of Issues Discussed

10. The Ministers welcomed the Declaration of ASEAN Concord II (Bali Concord II) at the 9th ASEAN 
Summit, which recognized the ARF’s role as the primary forum in ehancing political and security 
cooperation in the Asia Pacific region, as well as the pivot in building peace and stability in the region. 
The Ministers supported ASEAN’s intention to enhance its role in further advancing the stages of 
cooperation within the ARF to ensure the security of the Asia Pacific region. The Ministers further 
welcomed the endorsement of the ASEAN Security Community, as one of the pillars of the ASEAN 
Community which would ensure that countries in the region live at peace with one another and with the 
world in a just, democratic, and harmonious environment, and regard their security as 
fundamentally link ed to one another and bound by geographic location, common vision and objectives. 
The Ministers expressed their support for the realization of the ASEAN Security Community in 2020 
and the development of its Plan of Action, as this will strengthen ASEAN as it leads the ARF towards a 
more secure and stable region. 

11. The Ministers recognized the importance of the purpose and principles of the Treaty of Amity and 
Cooperation in the Southeast Asia (TAC) which can serve as the key code of conduct for the promotion 
of cooperation, amity and friendship within Southeast Asia and between ASEAN and other ARF 
participants. The Ministers welcomed the accession by the People’s Republic of China and India to the 
TAC during the ASEAN+China Summit and ASEAN-lndia Summit in October 2003. They also 
welcomed the accession by Japan and Pakistan to the TAC during the current series of the 37th 
AMM/PMCs/11th ARF. 

12. The Ministers exchanged views on recent developments on the Korean Peninsula . The Ministers 
encouraged the efforts of concerned parties towards the maintenance of peace and security on 
the KoreanPeninsula and the region by achieving a peaceful solution through dialogue to 
denuclearization on the KoreanPeninsula. The Ministers took note positively that the Third Round of Six 
Party Talks was recently held in Beijing on 23-26 June 2004, and the participating states agreed to 
convene the Fourth Six Party Talks in September 2004 in Beijing. The Ministers supported the parties’ 
commitments to the goal of denuclearization of the KoreanPeninsula and underlined the need to take 
first steps towards that goal as soon as possible. The Ministers emphasized the importance of a step-by-
step process of “words for words” and “action for action” in search of a peaceful solution to the nuclear 
issues. 

13. The Ministers noted with satisfaction the progress made in recent years by the North and South 
towards reconciliation and cooperation, and reiterated support for continued dialogue and contacts 
between the North and South, at various levels.
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14. The Ministers underlined the importance of the implementation of Declaration on the Conduct of 
Parties in the South China Sea (DoC). The Ministers also stressed that the parties concerned exercise 
self-restrain in the conduct of activities that would affect peace and stability in the region. The Ministers 
emphasized the importance of confidence building and the need to explore ways and means for 
cooperative activities among the parties concerned, thus creating favourable conditions for settling 
disputes in South China Sea peacefully. The Ministers welcomed the proposal of ASEAN and China to 
convene a Senior Officials’ Meeting under the DoC and establish an ASEAN China Working Group that 
will oversee the implementation of the Declaration in spirit and letter. 

15. The Ministers noted the briefing given by Myanmar and discussed the development in Myanmar . 
The Ministers recalled and emphasized the continued relevance of the 10th ARF Chairman’s Statement. 
In this regard, the Ministers underlined the need for the involvement of all strata of Myanmar society in 
the on-going National Convention. The Ministers urged Myanmar to take every action that will add 
substance to the expression of its democratic aspiration. The Ministers also recognized the role of the 
Special Envoy of the United Nations Secretary-General in assisting Myanmar to achieve this goal. 

16. The Ministers reiterated their support for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and national unity 
of Indonesia , and emphasized that durable stability, economic prosperity, and democratization would 
contribute to peace, stability and development in the region. 

17. The Ministers welcomed the full reassertion of the sovereignty of Iraq on 28 June 2004 . We 
emphasized the need to ensure substantive materialization of this sovereign status. The Ministers were 
concerned by the current security situation in Iraq , and hoped that a durable solution could be attained 
in order to achieve peace, security, stability and national reconciliation for the well being of the Iraqi 
people. We stressed the importance of the full implementation of the United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1546 (2004) on Iraq, and the importance of all nations supporting the full transfer of 
sovereignty to Iraqi authorities, and the presence of the multinational force in Iraq for the time period 
described in UNSCR 1546. We further emphasized the central role of the United Nations in the process 
of political transition from the sovereign interim government to a democratic government; 
reconstruction; and development of the country. 

18. The Ministers expressed deepest sympathy and condolences to the death of civilian victims in the 
on-going situation in Iraq , in particular the death of civilian hostages of various nationalities, including 
nationals of ARF participans. The Ministers, therefore, condemned the barbaric killings and acts of 
terrorism against civilian hostages, and consider those acts as offences of grave concern to the 
international community. Furthermore, they expressed their determination to prevent the recurrence of 
civilian hostage taking. 

19. The Ministers affirmed that terrorism, irrespective of its origins, motivations or objectives, 
constitutes a threat to all peoples and countries, and to the common interest in ensuring peace, stability, 
security and economic prosperity in the region and beyond. The Ministers reiterated their strong 
condemnation of acts of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. The Ministers emphasized the 
importance of avoiding the identification of terrorism with any particular religion or ethnic group. The 
Ministers agreed that the campaign against terrorism should be conducted in full conformity with the 
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and in accordance with the principles of 
international law, in particular humanitarian and human rights law. 

20. The Ministers welcomed the results of the International Conference of Islamic Scholars (ICIS) held 
in Jakarta , 23-25 February 2004, which among others condemned acts of terrorism with any religion, in 
particular Islam, and any race. They noted that Moslem scholars from all parts of the world stressed the 
fact that the campaign against terrorism can only be won through comprehensive and balanced 
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measures, in particular by squarely addressing the root causes of terrorism, including poverty, 
intolerance, and injustice. 

21. The Ministers Welcomed the Joint Communique of the 4th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on 
Transnational Crimes (AMMTC) and the Joint Communique of the 1st AMMTC+3 in January 2004 
in Bangkok . Furthermore the Ministers commended the signing of Memorandum of Understanding 
between ASEAN and China on Cooperation in the Field of Non-Traditional Security Issues at the 1st 
AMMTC+3, which provides concrete and operational measures on cooperation in the field of non-
traditional security issues between ASEAN and China. The Ministers welcomed the signing of ASEAN-
India Joint Declaration for Cooperation in Combating International Terrorism at the 2nd ASEAN-India 
Summit in Bali 2003. Ministers also welcomed the signing of the ASEANAustralia Joint Declaration for 
Cooperation to Combat International Terrorism at the 10+1 Meeting in Jakarta on 1 July 2004 . They 
further Welcomed the signing of ASEAN-Russia Joint Declaration for Cooperation to Combat 
International Terrorism during the 11th ARF. 

22. The Ministers, recalling the objectives agreed at the Bali Regional Ministerial Conference on 
People’s Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime in February 2002 and 
April 2003 in Bali , welcomed the results of the Bali Process Senior Officials Meeting held in June 2004 
in Brisbane . The Ministers noted that the Bali process was continuing to work on practical activities to 
combat people’s smuggling and trafficking in persons. 

23. The Ministers welcomed the Convening of the Bali Regional Ministerial Meeting on Counter 
Terrorism (BRMM-CT), held in Bali on 4-5 February 2004, co-hosted byIndonesia and Australia as a 
means to translate strong political commitments of the countries in the Asia Pacific region in combating 
terrorism into practical collaborative actions. The Ministers further encouraged participants to actively 
participate in the two ad-hoc Working Groups established as a followup of the Bali Meeting. 

24. The Ministers welcomed the formal opening of the JakartaCenter for Law Enforcement Cooperation 
(JCLEC) in Semarang, on 3 July 2004, to build regional operational law enforcement capacity needed to 
fight transnational crimes, with a key focus on terrorism, and expressed interest in appropriate national 
agencies drawing on the resources that will be provided by the Center for operational support. The 
Ministers also encouraged contributions from ARF countries to the work of the JCLEC. The Ministers 
expressed their support for the center forming complementary working relations, including cooperation 
in the training of officials involved in counter-terrorism with other relevant regional bodies, such as the 
International Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA) in Bangkok and the Southeast 
Asia Regional Center for Counter Terrorism (SEARCCT) in Kuala, Lumpur. 

25. The Ministers were pleased with the outcomes of the second Intersessional Meeting on Counter-
Terrorism and Transnational Crime (ISM on CTTC) in Manila , on 30-31 March 2004. They expressed 
their appreciation for the work of the Philippines and Russia as co-chairmen of that meeting. The report 
of the co-chairmen appears as ANNEX B.

26. The Ministers adopted the ARF Statement on Strengthening Transport Security against International 
Terrorism, as recommended by the ISM on CTTC. The Statement, which appears as ANNEX C,
expressed the ARF participants’ determination to take concrete and cooperative measures in 
safeguarding their means of transportation from terrorist threats. 

27. Noting the important work being done by the ISM on CTTC, the Ministers agreed to extend its 
mandate for one more year, while maintaining the current format. The Ministers 
welcomed Canada and Thailand ’s offer to co-chair the next ISM on CTTC in 2005 in Thailand .
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28. The Ministers reiterated the importance of addressing the issue of nonproliferation and disarmament 
in all its aspects. The Ministers underlined the importance of close collaboration between participants to 
prevent proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery. The Ministers also 
stressed the need to strengthen technical cooperation in order to enhance countries’ capabilities and to 
strengthen national legal measures to address the issue of nonproliferation in all its aspects, in 
accordance with the international law. The Ministers adopted the ARF Statement on Non-proliferation, 
as appears in ANNEX D.

29. The Ministers of the States Parties to NPT agreed to make further efforts for the successful outcome 
of the 2005 NPT Review Conference. They emphasized the importance of promoting the 
universalization of non-proliferation and disarmament agreements. The Ministers called for the 
maintenance of existing moratorium on nuclear testing. The Ministers also reaffirmed their support for 
the concept of internationally recognized nuclear-weapons-freezones (NWFZs) established on the basis 
of arrangements freely arrived at among States in the region, and emphasized the contribution of such 
zones to enhancing global and regional peace and security. They reaffirmed the importance of the early 
accession of Nuclear Weapons States to the Protocol of the SEAN WFZ Treaty. 

30. The Ministers noted the importance of all countries in the region to take strong measures to eliminate
the illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons to non-state actors. 

31. The Ministers noted the success to date of the Pacific Island Forum’s Regional Assistance Mission 
to the Solomon Islands (RAMSI), which represented a Pacific solution to a Pacific problem. 

Activities of the Current Inter-sessional Year (July 2003-July 2004)

32. The Ministers expressed their satisfaction with the success of Track l and Track II activities during 
the current inter-sessional year (July 2003 — July 2004). They noted, in particular, the ARF Inter-
sessional Support Group on Confidence Building Measures (ISG on CBMs), co-chaired by China and 
Myanmar, held in Beijing, China, 20-22 November 2003 and in Yangon, Myanmar, 11-13 April 2004. 
The Ministers commended the work of the ISG on CBMs in advancing the ARF process. They noted the 
summary report of the co-chairmen, which appears as ANNEX E, and endorsed its recommendations. 

33. The Ministers noted the following activities, which were completed in intersessional year 
2003/2004:

·         7th ARF Meeting of the Heads of Defence Colleges/lnstitution in New Delhi, 15-17 October 
2003.

·         Workshop on “Civil-Military Relations and the Rule of Law” in Brunei Darussalam, 11-12 
February 2004. 

·         ARF Workshop on Preventive Diplomacy, Tokyo , 16-17 March 2004. 

Programme of Work for the Next Inter-sessional Year
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34. The Ministers agreed that the ISG on CBMs continue its work and welcomed the offer 
of Cambodia and the European Union to co-chair the ISG on CBMs in the next inter-sessional year. The 
Ministers also noted that the next ISG on CBMs will be held in Phnom Penh on 26-27 October 2004 and 
the second meeting of the ISG on CBMs will be held in Berlin in March 2005. 

35. The Ministers reaffirmed the procedure that proposed activities should first be discussed at the ISG 
level before SOM noted the new activities. In this regard, the Ministers approved the work program for 
the next inter-sessional year (July 2004 –July 2005), as indicated by the proposed CBM activities listed 
in ANNEX F.

Future Direction of the ARF Process

36. The Ministers expressed their satisfaction with further progress made in the implementation of the 
Nine Recommendations of the Stocktaking of the ARF process and underlined the importance of 
implementing all remaining recommendations. 

37. The Ministers stressed the importance of the adopted Concept and Principles of Preventive 
Diplomacy in guiding the ARF in its actions and works in Preventive Diplomacy (PD) thus far, noting 
that some of the concepts have been translated into actions. In this regard, they expressed their 
appreciation for the convening of the Workshop on Preventive Diplomacy in Tokyo , March 2004, 
which had explored and elaborated various ideas for moving the ARF process further. In the same vein, 
the Ministers also took note of the concept papers circulated by Canada and Japan , respectively, 
regarding the evolution of the ARF. The Ministers requested the ISG on CBMs to continue its efforts in 
discussing PD. In this regard, the Ministers underlined that the present work in tackling terrorism 
represents a milestone in the ARF’s development of a preventive role. 

38. The Ministers agreed to extend further cooperation and support for the ARF Chair in carrying out the 
mandates outlined in the paper on the Enhanced Role of the ARF Chair, particularly in assigning the 
ASEAN Secretariat to assist the ARF Chairman in facilitating the work of the ARF. In this regard, the 
Ministers were encouraged by and supported the establishment of an ARF Unit within the ASEAN 
Secretariat, which would, among others, regularly update the ARF Register of CBMs and serve as the 
repository of ARF documents. 

39. The Ministers emphasized the need to continue strengthening ties with other regional and 
international security organizations as well as link ages between Track I and Track II. 

40. The Ministers noted that the continued publication of the ARF Annual Security Outlook (ASO) is an 
important contribution to transparency as well as confidence building among ARF participants. In this 
regard, the Ministers welcomed the fifth volume of the ASO compiled without editing by the ARF 
Chair. They also encouraged the continued submission of inputs on the next volume of the ASO. 

41. The Ministers appreciated the publication of an updated Register of Experts/Eminent Persons 
(EEPs). In this connection, the Ministers agreed to adopt the Guidelines for the Operation of the ARF 
EEPs, which appears as ANNEX G. The Ministers expressed their appreciation to 
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the Republic of Korea in working closely with ARF countries to finalize the Guidelines. 

42. The Ministers welcomed the contribution made by defence officials in the ARF process and 
endorsed China ’s proposal on the ARF Security Policy Conference (ASPC), which appears as ANNEX
H. The Ministers welcomed China ’s offer to host the 1st ASPC by the end of 2004 and agreed 
that Indonesia would Chair this Conference. The Ministers underlined the principle that the ASPC 
should be convened back-to-back with the annual ARF SOM and therefore subsequent ASPC will be 
hosted and chaired by the ARF Chair country. The 2nd ASPC will therefore be held in Vientiane under 
the chairmanship of Lao PDR. 

43. The Ministers noted the Matrix of ARF Decisions and Status prepared by the ARF Unit at the 
ASEAN Secretariat and agreed that the Matrix should be updated on an annual basis to contribute to 
building ARF institutional memory. The Matrix appears as ANNEX I.

44. The Ministers expressed their satisfaction with the open dialogue regarding the progress of the ARF 
process and committed to further advancing the ARF process towards the preventive diplomacy stage 
and beyond, at a pace comfortable to all, while continuing to build mutual confidence and trust among 
its participants. 
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Plan of Action to Implement the Joint Declaration on ASEAN-China 
Strategic Partnership for Peace and Prosperity (29 Nov. 2004)
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Joint Communiqué: 38th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (26 July 2005)
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Report of the ASEAN-China Eminent Persons Group (29 Oct. 2005)
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Report of the ASEAN-China Eminent Persons Group
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Joint Communique of the 39th ASEAN Ministerial 
Meeting (AMM) Kuala Lumpur, 25 July 2006

FORGING A UNITED, RESILIENT AND INTEGRATED ASEAN
INTRODUCTION

1. We, the Foreign Ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), met at the 39th 
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on 24-25 July 2006 in Kuala Lumpur.  His Excellency Dato’ Seri Syed Hamid 
Albar, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia and Chairman of the 39th ASEAN Standing Committee, 
chaired the Meeting.

2. His Excellency Sir Moi Avei, Minister for Petroleum and Energy of Papua New Guinea, and His Excel-
lency José Luis Guterres, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Timor Leste, attended the Open-
ing Ceremony of the 39th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting as a Special Observer in ASEAN and a Guest of the 
Chairman of the 39th ASEAN Standing Committee, respectively.

OPENING ADDRESS

3. The Honourable Dato’ Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Prime Minister of Malaysia, delivered an Opening 
Address at the Opening Ceremony of the 39th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting. The Honourable Prime Minister 
of Malaysia emphasized the need for ASEAN to be steadfast in keeping its solidarity and to remain focused 
on achieving its common mission of fostering greater regional integration.  ASEAN should adopt the ap-
proach of proceeding step-by-step, instrument-by-instrument, institution-by-institution in its community 
building efforts.  This is the only way to ensure that ASEAN achieves true consensus on establishing a set of 
common values, perceptions and outlook.

4. On the building of the ASEAN Community, he underlined three overarching principles, whereby there 
should be a universal acceptance that community interests would prevail over national interests on issues af-
fecting the community and that ASEAN has to do better in giving national effect to wider international trea-
ties and conventions, including ASEAN treaties and agreements by putting in place capacities for enforcing 
community decisions.  In addition, Member Countries must adhere to a common set of community values, 
though universal in nature, but are distinctly ASEAN in character.  Topping the list of values must be accep-
tance of good governance in our respective countries and societies.

5. He looked forward to receiving the report of the Eminent Persons Group on the ASEAN Charter which 
would be a major leap forward in ASEAN‘s work of placing the building blocks for the ASEAN Commu-
nity.

6. The Honourable Prime Minister also highlighted the latest developments in the Middle East which was 
gravely threatening international peace and security.  Being responsible members of the international com-
munity, ASEAN countries should not appear indifferent to the plight of the Palestinians.  He stated that we 
should condemn Israel’s latest use of disproportionate force in Gaza and in the West Bank. We should not 
tolerate Israel’s excessive military reprisals against Lebanon. ASEAN must make its voices heard, loudly 
and clearly and that ASEAN should not continue tolerating the subjugation and repression of the Palestinian 
people by Israel.
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THE ASEAN COMMUNITY

7. We were pleased with the progress made in moving towards the realization of the ASEAN Community 
by the year 2020, through the implementation of the Vientiane Action Programme (VAP), and based on the 
three pillars, namely the ASEAN Security Community (ASC), ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) and 
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC), as enshrined in the Bali Concord II.  We agreed that it was 
important for ASEAN to strengthen our integration efforts for all three pillars of the ASEAN community.  As 
a follow-up to our Leaders’ discussions at the 11th ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur, we exchanged views 
on how to bring forward the realisation of the ASEAN Community from 2020 to 2015 and the possible ways 
of achieving this objective. We reiterated the importance of maintaining ASEAN centrality in the context of 
ASEAN related regional architectures to support the attainment of the objectives of the establishment of the 
ASEAN Community.

8. We welcomed the ongoing historic mission of the Eminent Persons Group on the ASEAN Charter to 
propose bold and visionary ideas for the future direction of ASEAN and provide practical recommendations 
on the nature of the ASEAN Charter, as mandated by the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on the Establishment of 
the ASEAN Charter, which was signed by our Leaders at the 11th ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur, Ma-
laysia on 12 December 2005.

9. We commended the EPG for its consultative and inclusive approach in engaging all pertinent stakeholders 
in ASEAN, including meetings with representatives of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organisation (AIPO), 
Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism, ASEAN Institutes of Strategic and International 
Studies (ASEAN-ISIS), civil society organisations, ASEAN Chambers of Commerce and Industry (ASEAN-
CCI) and the private sector.  We reiterated our support for the EPG to continue to “think out of the box” and 
explore all bold and visionary ideas for the strengthening of ASEAN and its institutional framework. We are 
confident that the EPG’s report and recommendations, which would be presented for consideration by our 
Leaders at the 12th ASEAN Summit in Cebu, the Philippines, would enable the Leaders to decide on the 
drafting of the Charter.  The EPG report represents a significant contribution to the building of the ASEAN 
Community that is more people-centred and resilient to challenges. In this context, we agreed to establish 
the High Level Task Force to carry out the drafting of the ASEAN Charter after the 12th ASEAN Summit, 
based on the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on the Establishment of the ASEAN Charter.

10. We underlined the need to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of ASEAN for improved coordina-
tion in its endeavours to achieve the goals and objectives of the ASEAN Community.

Vientiane Action Programme (VAP)

11. In ensuring the expeditious implementation of the VAP, we reiterated that the implementation of the 
three pillars of the ASEAN Community should be mutually reinforcing. We agreed to undertake greater ef-
forts to enhance the coordination mechanism in its implementation to help us realise the goals of the ASEAN 
Community. We also agreed that Member Countries should take into account the need to integrate the VAP 
into their national development plans.   In this regard, we welcomed the convening of the 5th ASEAN Senior 
Officials Meeting on Development Planning (SOMDP) in Kuala Lumpur on 6-7 July 2006, in facilitating the 
integration of ASEAN’s goals, objectives and implementation of the VAP into national development plans of 
Member Countries. We further agreed that the Plans of Action with the respective Dialogue Partners should 
be in tangent with the VAP.
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12. We welcomed the ASEAN Baseline Report as a crucial instrument in the evaluation of the achievements 
of the VAP and successor action programmes. In this regard, we reiterated the importance of regular review 
of the VAP to ensure that all the programmes and activities are responsive to ASEAN needs and priority.

13. We appreciated the contributions by several ASEAN Dialogue Partners to the ASEAN Development 
Fund (ADF), which serves as a common pool of financial resources for the implementation of the VAP.  We 
called upon other Dialogue Partners, countries as well as international organisations to support and contrib-
ute to the ADF.

14. We underscored the importance of narrowing the development gap among ASEAN Member Countries, 
which is essential for the regional integration of ASEAN.  We agreed that in undertaking capacity-building 
projects, focus should also be given to developing policy environment that is conducive to support trade, 
investment and infrastructure sectors in the CLMV countries. We expressed our appreciation to our Dialogue 
Partners, donor countries, institutions and ASEAN Member Countries for their contributions and assistance 
towards ASEAN integration.    

Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI)

15. We stressed the need for effective implementation of the recommendations in the Report of the Mid-term 
Review of the IAI Work Plan, which was adopted by our Leaders at the 11th ASEAN Summit in Decem-
ber 2005 in Kuala Lumpur. The Report has broadened the scope of the IAI to meet the urgent needs of the 
CLMV countries and to improve the coordination mechanism. We underlined the need to further explore 
innovative sources of funding to support the efforts, including through private and public initiatives and 
welcomed Thailand’s offer to prepare a paper on this matter.

16. We welcomed the sustained efforts taken by the ASEAN-6 countries and Dialogue Partners to implement 
the IAI Work Plan (2002-2008) and look forward to their further support and assistance. We believed that 
there is a need to harmonize the IAI Work Plan projects within the framework of the 7 focus areas and to 
ensure that the IAI projects support the realization of the 11 priority integration sectors under the AEC.

17. We welcomed Viet Nam’s offer to host the Second IAI Development Cooperation Forum (IDCF) Meet-
ing in the first half of 2007 with a view to expediting the implementation of the IAI in bridging the develop-
ment gap among ASEAN Member Countries.

ASEAN SECURITY COMMUNITY (ASC) 

18. We reaffirmed our commitment under the ASC to promote and advance political and security coopera-
tion to a higher plane in our efforts to preserve and further advance ASEAN as a peaceful, stable and devel-
oped region, living in peace with one another and with the world at large in a just, democratic and harmoni-
ous environment, including through shaping and sharing of regional norms.

19. We welcomed the convening of the Inaugural ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM), held in 
Kuala Lumpur on 8-9 May 2006, as an important contribution to the development of the ASC. We noted 
that the next ADMM will be held in Singapore in 2007. We noted Indonesia’s offer to host a Retreat of the 
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ASEAN Defence Ministers in Bali during the Chairmanship of the Philippines. 

20. We noted the outcome of the inaugural consultation between the Chairman of the 39th ASEAN Standing 
Committee and the President of the 27th ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organisation (AIPO) on 13 April 2006 
in Kuala Lumpur as provided for under the ASC Plan of Action in the VAP.  We agreed that such consulta-
tions should be held regularly. 

21. We welcomed the proposal to convene the first ASC Plan of Action Coordinating Conference of the 
ASEAN committees / bodies responsible for the ASEAN Security Community in September 2006 for the 
purpose of expediting its implementation.

22. We noted the outcome of the Fifth Workshop on an ASEAN Regional Mechanism on Human Rights held 
on 29-30 June 2006 in Kuala Lumpur and viewed it as an important forum for continuous dialogue on the 
establishment of a regional human rights mechanism in ASEAN.  We also noted the work carried out by the 
non-governmental Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism, including the meeting be-
tween the open-ended ASEAN SOM Troika and the Working Group at the sidelines of the 39th AMM with 
the objective to facilitate the implementation of the activities under the promotion of human rights compo-
nent of the VAP.  We further noted that the National Human Rights Commissions of Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines and Thailand are prepared to collaborate with the Working Group and other civil society organi-
sations, with the view to facilitating the establishment of an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism.

23. In accordance with the Plan of Action to implement the ASEAN Security Community, the Ministers also 
agreed to begin discussions on the elaboration of an ASEAN Instrument on the Protection and Promotion of 
the Rights of Migrant Workers.

Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia

24. We reaffirmed the importance of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) as an 
instrument of peace, security and cooperation in inter-state relations.  We were gratified that a growing num-
ber of countries outside ASEAN have either acceded or expressed their interest to accede to the TAC. We 
regarded this as further testimony of the continued relevance of the TAC in contributing to regional peace, 
security and stability. In this context, we welcomed the accession of Australia on 10 December 2005 at the 
margins of the 11th ASEAN Summit. 

25. We welcomed the decision by France to accede to the TAC. However, we noted that France was not able 
to accede to the Treaty during the 39th AMM/PMC/13th ARF in Kuala Lumpur due to the situation in the 
Middle East.   We expressed the hope that France would be able to accede to the TAC soon.

26. We also reiterated our call to other Dialogue Partners and countries to accede to the TAC in the near fu-
ture so as to create a favourable environment conducive for development in the region which will be benefi-
cial not only to ASEAN but all its partners and friends as well.
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South China Sea 

27. We noted the convening of the Second ASEAN-China Senior Officials’ Meeting on the Implementation 
of the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) held in Siem Reap, Cambodia in 
May 2006 and the convening of the First and Second Meetings of the ASEAN-China Joint Working Group 
on the Implementation of the DOC which were held in Manila, Philippines and Sanya City, China in August 
2005 and February 2006 respectively, as a concrete step towards the full implementation of the DOC. We 
hoped that with the effective implementation of the DOC, ASEAN and China would move towards the early 
adoption of a Code of Conduct for the South China Sea.

28. We encouraged all parties concerned to continue the exercise of self-restraint and undertake confidence-
building measures that would contribute to the maintenance of peace and stability in the region. In this con-
nection, we took note of the cooperative activities already forged by some concerned parties, which yielded 
positive results through negotiation and dialogue, in the spirit of mutually beneficial cooperation. We also 
reaffirmed our commitment to resolve the dispute in the South China Sea through peaceful means in accor-
dance with international conventions including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

Transnational Crimes and Counter Terrorism

29. We reiterated our strong condemnation against terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and empha-
sised the need to address the root causes of terrorism.  We reaffirmed our commitment to prevent, suppress 
and eliminate international terrorism in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and international 
law.

30. We underscored the significant role of the ASEAN Ministers Meeting on Transnational Crime (AM-
MTC) in combating transnational crimes and called on the AMMTC to heighten cooperation in these areas 
including other relevant ASEAN bodies and ASEAN Dialogue Partners.  In this regard, we also look for-
ward to the convening of the 6th AMMTC in Brunei Darussalam in 2007. 

31. We noted the successful conclusion of the Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters 
(MLAT) by all ASEAN Member Countries, which would improve the effectiveness of cooperation in com-
bating transnational crime and terrorism through mutual legal assistance in criminal matters, and expressed 
hope that the Treaty would be ratified by all ASEAN Member Countries.  We also recalled the proposal to 
work towards the immediate establishment of an ASEAN extradition treaty as envisaged by the 1976 Dec-
laration of ASEAN Concord as stipulated in the VAP, and the consequent decision by the 6th ASEAN Law 
Ministers Meeting (ALMM) that ASLOM would examine modalities for a model ASEAN extradition treaty. 

32. We welcomed efforts to enhance the capacity of the ASEAN Member Countries in counter-terrorism 
including through the elaboration of an ASEAN Convention on Counter Terrorism as provided for under the 
VAP, and the consequent decision of the 6th SOMTC in Bali in 2006 to create a joint experts working group 
(EWG), comprising representatives from SOM, SOMTC and ASLOM, to work out the terms of reference 
and guiding principles of an ASEAN Convention on Counter Terrorism. 

33. We also noted the need to pursue cooperation to prevent and combat corruption as mandated by the VAP 
and look forward to the convening of the ad-hoc working group meeting prior to the 7th SOMTC in Lao 
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PDR in 2007 to further follow-up on this initiative. 

34. We called for continued close cooperation between security-related bodies, such as Interpol, ASEA-
NAPOL and the relevant national authorities, particularly relating to intelligence information sharing on 
terrorism.  We also called upon all Member Countries to strengthen the existing technical cooperation for the 
development of capacity and capability of counter terrorism-related agencies and officials.  In this connec-
tion, we further called for continued cooperation between the regional centres, in particular, the Southeast 
Asia Regional Centre for Counter-Terrorism (SEARCCT) in Kuala Lumpur, the International Law Enforce-
ment Academy (ILEA) in Bangkok and the Jakarta Centre for Law Enforcement Cooperation (JCLEC) in 
Semarang.  

Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ)

35. We reaffirmed the importance of vigorous efforts to further strengthen cooperation in supporting the 
implementation of the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ). We urged the 
nuclear weapons States to become parties to the Protocol of the SEANWFZ Treaty as soon as possible.

36. We recalled Article 20 of the SEANWFZ Treaty of 15 December 1995, which states that “Ten years 
after this Treaty enters into force, a meeting of the Commission shall be convened for the purpose of review-
ing the operation of the Treaty”.  We directed the Executive Committee of the SEANWFZ to look into the 
implementation of Article 20.

ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF)

37. We reaffirmed the roles of ASEAN as the primary driving force of the ARF process and the ARF as the 
primary forum in enhancing political and security dialogue and cooperation in the wider Asia-Pacific region 
as well as the pivot for building peace and security in the region. We welcomed Bangladesh’s participation 
at the 13th ARF on 28 July 2006 as the 26th participating country in the ARF, which would contribute to 
further enhance political and security dialogue and cooperation in the region.

38. We commended the important progress made in the implementation of the ARF activities, which had to a 
great extent contributed to political stability, security, and cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. We recog-
nized the need to forge concrete cooperation among ARF countries in building capacity and capabilities in 
order to better cope with numerous challenges. While emphasizing that confidence building would continue 
to play a vital role in the ARF process, we welcomed the ARF’s progress towards Preventive Diplomacy 
(PD) and look forward to the development of concrete measures in PD at a pace comfortable to all.  We 
noted with satisfaction the progress made in the implementation of the agreed ARF activities for the Inter-
Sessional year 2005-2006.

ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (AEC)

39. We welcomed the convening of the 38th ASEAN Economic Ministers Meeting on 21-25 August 2006 in 
Kuala Lumpur and noted the outcome of the 12th ASEAN Economic Ministers Retreat on 15 May 2006 in 
Manila.  We expressed satisfaction with the substantial progress made towards the realization of the AEC. 
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We noted the efforts made in relation to deepening the economic integration of ASEAN, which will provide 
the necessary impetus to sustain and boost economic growth in the region and that internal economic inte-
gration of ASEAN must be accelerated for ASEAN to maximise gains from its economic engagement with 
major trading partners.

40. We welcomed the efforts in implementing various measures to integrate the 11 priority sectors to realize 
the AEC. We were pleased with the inclusion of logistics as the 12th priority integration sector and noted the 
on-going discussions to identify new measures and sectors as well as evaluate existing measures for Phase 2 
of the integration process. 

 

41. We also welcomed the initiative taken by the Economic Ministers to identify and eliminate restrictive 
practices and non-tariff barriers to allow for unrestricted flow in trade in goods, services and investment 
to realise the AEC. These include initiatives taken to further establish Mutual Recognition Arrangements 
(MRAs) and the Plan of Action for the realization of the ASEAN Single Window (ASW), which allows for 
a single channel clearance of goods for the ASEAN Member Countries, by 2008 for ASEAN-6 and no later 
than 2012 for other Member Countries.

42. We attached great importance on the strengthening of economic linkages with ASEAN Dialogue Partners 
which aims at enhancing ASEAN’s position as a competitive base for international production and foreign 
direct investment.  In this context and in pursuant to the signing of the ASEAN-ROK Framework Agreement 
on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation at the 9th ASEAN-Republic of Korea Summit in Kuala Lumpur 
on 13 December 2005, we noted that the Trade in Goods Agreement between ASEAN and ROK would be 
implemented by no later than 1 January 2007.  We noted the status of the on-going negotiations on FTAs 
with Dialogue Partners and expressed hope that the FTAs would be concluded in a timely manner to the 
mutual satisfaction of all parties.

43. We supported the initiative taken to further broaden and enhance economic relations with the European 
Union and the United States of America. In this respect, we noted the recommendations made in the Report 
of the ASEAN-EU Vision Group on Enhanced Partnership on the establishment of an ASEAN-EU FTA to 
foster and diversify trans-regional trade and investment flows and to deepen economic integration between 
the two regions in a sustainable manner. We were pleased to note that ASEAN and EU would undertake do-
mestic consultations before any decision could be made to launch an FTA. The initiatives in pursuing these 
engagements are consistent with the principle of open regionalism that ASEAN has always advocated.

44. We were pleased with the new initiatives and progress in ASEAN Finance Cooperation particularly in 
the progress of the Roadmap for Financial and Monetary Integration of ASEAN (Ria-fin). Notable progress 
was made in relation to capital market development as well as the Fourth Round Negotiations on Liberalisa-
tion of Financial Services (AFAS), under a new positive list modality, which is expected to be concluded by 
the end of 2007. We also welcomed the efforts to promote ASEAN as an asset class.

45. We noted the projected economic growth of ASEAN at 5.8 per cent in 2006 as compared to the 5.5 per 
cent growth in 2005.

Energy Cooperation
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46. We recognized the adverse impact of rising international oil prices on the economy of Member Countries 
and hence underscored the importance of finding ways to enhance energy efficiency and increase the share 
of renewable energy sources in power generation and energy consumption.  We called for greater regional 
cooperation in sharing experience, knowledge and expertise to help promote energy efficiency and develop-
ment of new and renewable energy sources in the region.  In this respect, we commended the efforts by the 
ASEAN Ministers of Energy and the ASEAN Senior Energy Officials in expediting the conclusion of the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the ASEAN Power Grid and the ASEAN Petroleum Security 
Agreement (APSA) 2005, as well as the progressive implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on the Trans-ASEAN Gas Pipeline (TAGP).

Sub-regional Cooperation

47. We were pleased with the substantial progress made in the implementation of the initiatives and pro-
grammes under various sub-regional arrangements. In this regard, we recalled the successful convening of 
the 2nd Summit of the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS) held 
in Thailand on 1-3 November 2005.  We also recalled the successful convening of the Second Brunei-Indo-
nesia-Malaysia-Philippine East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) Summit, the First Indonesia-Malaysia-
Thailand Growth Triangle (IMT-GT) Summit, the Second Cambodia-Laos-Myanmar-Viet Nam (CLMV) 
Summit and the Second Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam Growth Triangle (CLV-GT) Summit on 11 December 
2005 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.   We reaffirmed the importance that ASEAN attaches to the various sub-
regional cooperation frameworks in enhancing the efforts of narrowing the development gap among all 
Member Countries as well as accelerating the integration of ASEAN.   

ASEAN SOCIO-CULTURAL COMMUNITY (ASCC)

48. We were encouraged by the progress of the ASCC Plan of Action that was adopted by the ASEAN Lead-
ers at the 10th ASEAN Summit in Vientiane, Lao PDR.  We expressed our hope and desire to see greater 
engagement and participation of the ASEAN people in ASEAN activities.  In this regard, we expressed our 
commitment to pursue the programmes and activities under the ASCC, with the objective of bringing ASE-
AN to the people of ASEAN, and took note of the adoption of the theme of the 39th ASEAN Day, “ASEAN 
and the Young People”.  We were pleased to see the plan by the ASEAN Secretariat to convene a coordinat-
ing conference of ASEAN bodies relevant to the ASCC Plan of Action in the second half of 2006.

49. We commended the holding of the Civil Society Conference at the sidelines of the 11th ASEAN Summit 
on 7-9 December 2005 in Kuala Lumpur.  The involvement of civil society is a vital component of develop-
ing a people-centred ASEAN Community.  In this regard, we were pleased to note that the Philippines will 
continue the engagement with civil society groups during its chairmanship on the regional level.  An oppor-
tunity for the civil society representatives to report to the Leaders will be arranged during the 12th ASEAN 
Summit.  

50. We supported the continued efforts by the ASEAN Foundation in generating public awareness of ASE-
AN and fostering a sense of belonging to ASEAN among its peoples through its various activities.  We noted 
the Report of the Executive Director of the ASEAN Foundation on the Foundation’s activities. We encour-
aged other countries and regional and international organizations as well as the private sector from ASEAN 
Member Countries to cooperate closely with the ASEAN Foundation and assist it to carry out its activities 
aimed at realizing its goals and objectives. 
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Sectoral Cooperation

Consular and Immigration

51.   We welcomed the signing of the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Visa Exemption in Kuala Lumpur 
on 25 July 2006.   We agreed that this Framework Agreement would facilitate travel for ASEAN nationals 
within ASEAN.

Environment

52. We recalled the concerns expressed by our Leaders at the 11th ASEAN Summit held in Kuala Lumpur 
on 12 December 2005, on the issue of transboundary haze pollution resulting from land and forest fires that 
affects some of the Member Countries annually.  We reiterated our commitment to further intensify and 
undertake coordinated action by our relevant Ministries and agencies at the national and regional levels, to 
deal collectively with the transboundary haze pollution, guided by the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary 
Haze Pollution.   In this regard, we noted the on-going process of ratification by Member Countries which 
have yet to ratify the Agreement and expected this to be finalised soon in order to ensure effective regional 
cooperation in this area.

53. We commended the initiative to commemorate 2006 as the ASEAN Environment Year with the theme: 
“Biodiversity: Our Life, Our Future”, which was launched in Bogor, Indonesia on 18 May 2006.  We urged 
all Member Countries and our collaborating partners to showcase ASEAN’s efforts, and promote awareness 
and ownership, in promoting environmental protection, in particular sustainable management of our rich 
and diverse biological diversity.  In this respect, we welcomed the establishment of the ASEAN Centre for 
Biodiversity based in Los Banos, the Philippines, which was launched on 27 September 2005 to further pro-
mote collaboration on biodiversity.  We expressed our appreciation to the EU for providing financial support 
for the first three years of operation of the Centre, and called upon Member Countries and our collaborating 
partners to continue to lend support to the activities of the Centre.

54. We reaffirmed the importance of the Heart of Borneo initiative, as stated in the Chairman’s Statement of 
the 11th ASEAN Summit, as a collective effort to promote sustainable forest management.

55. We reiterated the importance of concrete implementation of UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol and called for 
further concrete implementation and commitment to pursue efforts for parties, particularly those in Annex 1 
of the Convention and its Kyoto Protocol to address climate change. Therefore, we urged the Annex I Parties 
to increase their commitment in implementing the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) activities particu-
larly in the ASEAN region.
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Disaster Management

56. We expressed our deepest condolences to the Governments and the peoples of the Republic of the Philip-
pines and the Republic of Indonesia over the tremendous loss of lives and property as a result of the mud-
slide disaster which struck Guinsaugon St. Bernard, Southern Leyte, Philippines on 17 February 2006; the 
earthquake which struck Yogyakarta and Central Java, Indonesia, on 27 May 2006; and the tsunami which 
struck Western and Central Java, Indonesia, on 17 July 2006 respectively.  We expressed our appreciation for 
the expeditious relief efforts of ASEAN Member Countries, friendly countries, international organisations 
and other relief organisations and called upon them to continue to provide their support for rehabilitation and 
reconstruction activities to enable speedy recovery of those affected.

57. We recalled the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response (AADMER), 
which was signed on 26 July 2005 in Vientiane, Lao PDR.   We welcomed the ratification of the Agreement 
by Member Countries and further called upon Member Countries that have yet to ratify the Agreement to do 
so in order to ensure effective regional cooperation in this area.  In this regard, we noted the offer by Indo-
nesia to host the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management (AHA 
Centre).

 

58. We emphasized the importance of developing effective multi-nodal and multi-hazard early warning 
systems to save lives and minimise damages.  We recognized the existing efforts such as the establishment 
of the UNESCAP Multi-Donor Voluntary Trust Fund for Tsunami Early Warning Arrangements in the Indian 
Ocean and Southeast Asia, with Thailand and Sweden contributed a total of US$12.5 million.  In this regard, 
we encouraged the contribution and utilisation of the fund to enhance the capacity of the early warning sys-
tems. In addition, those efforts to strengthen disaster preparedness of local communities should be promoted.

59. We reaffirmed our commitment to strengthen ASEAN standby arrangements for disaster relief and emer-
gency response and to enhance linkages with other regional and global standby arrangements through the 
sharing of earmarked assets, joint exercises in search and rescue and expediting the establishment of com-
mon guidelines and standard operating procedures as well as regional disaster early warning and monitoring 
capacities through real time information sharing in order to ensure rapid responses to emergencies.

Health

60. We recalled our Leaders’ decision at the 11th ASEAN Summit to strengthen regional institutional linkag-
es and partnership among all stakeholders in ASEAN Member Countries to control and eradicate the spread 
of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in the region.  In this regard, we expressed our deep concern 
over the negative effects of the avian influenza on economy and society and called for greater coopera-
tion among Member Countries and others, through information exchange and best practices, to prevent and 
control the spread of the disease.  We noted the progress in stockpiling vaccines and antiviral drugs to meet 
the immediate needs of affected countries and underlined the importance to prepare for containment when 
human cases occur; and meet pandemic preparedness needs.

61. We commended the work of the ASEAN HPAI Taskforce and the ASEAN+3 Emerging Infectious Dis-
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eases (EID) Programme to conduct and coordinate effective and comprehensive plans to combat emerging 
and re-emerging diseases.  We also welcomed endeavours from donor countries and international organiza-
tions to help keep ASEAN free from emerging diseases.  In particular, we appreciated the funding support 
of Japan and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to assist ASEAN in combating the avian influenza in the 
region.

62. We commended the efforts made by the ASEAN Health Ministers to ensure regional cooperation and 
unity in health emergencies, and in providing the necessary guidance for development of an operation plan 
for the Third ASEAN Work Programme on HIV and AIDS (2006-2010).  We welcomed their preparations 
to convene a Second Special Session on HIV and AIDS for ASEAN Leaders in December 2006 alongside 
the 12th ASEAN Summit.  We also underlined the need for a higher profile of ASEAN cooperation on the 
issue to be highlighted to the international community, such as through the convening of ASEAN panels at 
the International Conferences on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific (ICAAP) since 2001. We noted that ASEAN’s 
commitment to address the issue together with like-minded partners has also resulted in a cooperation agree-
ment with the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS).

Education

63. We welcomed the convening of the First ASEAN Education Ministers Meeting (ASED) held in Sin-
gapore on 21 March 2006 and its Joint Statement. As education is an important tool in engendering the 
ASEAN identity and promoting the development of the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community, we welcomed 
the initiative by ASED to lay a strategic framework for education collaboration in the region which among 
others, highlighted the importance of education, particularly in primary and basic education, in developing a 
regional identity.  This is relevant to the emphasis placed by ASEAN Leaders to establish an ASEAN Com-
munity imbued with a sense of awareness and belonging.

Culture and Information

64. We reaffirmed our support to the ASEAN Committee on Culture and Information (COCI) to continue 
undertaking activities that promote mutual understanding and solidarity among Member Countries through 
people-to-people exchanges, cultural performances and exhibitions, information exchange, skills develop-
ment, and the promotion of awareness and appreciation of customs and traditions among the younger gener-
ation. We recognised that these activities have played a vital role in the efforts towards building an ASEAN 
Community. In this respect, we were pleased that the people-centred agenda advocated by the 39th ASC 
Chair has contributed to the awareness of ASEAN, mutual respect and cooperation amongst ASEAN and its 
peoples. We commended the efforts of the COCI in forging friendship with the international community as 
part of its effort to promote ASEAN through arts and culture.

Labour

65. We were pleased with the expansion of ASEAN Labour cooperation through the ASEAN Labour Minis-
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ters’ Work Programme. We welcomed the addition of a new priority area on occupational safety and health 
(OSH) under the Labour Ministers’ Work Programme at the 19th ASEAN Labour Ministers Meeting on 5 
May 2006 in Singapore and the continued progress of the ASEAN Occupational Safety and Health Network 
(ASEAN-OSHNET).  We look forward to the continued contribution of the Labour Ministers to a sustained 
economic growth in ASEAN through their Policy Dialogue on National OSH Framework and Management 
Systems, and the discussions on progressive labour practices to enhance competitiveness of ASEAN. 

Women

66. We welcomed the operationalisation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women 
in ASEAN, which we had signed at our 37th Meeting in 2004.  We congratulated the ASEAN Committee on 
Women (ACW) for their efforts in developing an operational work plan with focused activities to ensure that 
ASEAN’s women are protected and empowered and in reducing women’s vulnerability to exploitation and 
paving the way for their continued advancement.  We also welcomed the partnership forged with the United 
Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) in support of the ACW’s work.

Youth

67. We reiterated the need to involve ASEAN youth in our various mainstream and sectoral programmes and 
activities as part of the regional effort to empower and shape our youth into useful citizens with strong na-
tional and regional identity, features that are essential as we strive towards realising the ASEAN Community.  
We welcomed the initiative taken to establish a youth development fund in ASEAN, to address the VAP’s 
call for increased participation of youth in the productive workforce, and encourage their entrepreneurship 
and employability, leadership and regional awareness.   We further called upon the different ASEAN sectoral 
bodies to link their respective efforts in addressing priorities for the youth.

Science and Technology

68. We reaffirmed that human resource and technology developments have played a vital role in sustaining 
economic growth and enhancing community well-being in ASEAN.  We welcomed the initiative of the 11th 
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Science and Technology (S&T) held on 11-12 August 2005 in Jakarta to 
focus the regional science and technology cooperation on human resource and development and research in 
emerging fields and enabling technologies such as renewable and alternative energy, development of infor-
mation technology application particularly on open source systems, biotechnology and food science, materi-
als science and nanotechnology and disaster management. In this regard, we look forward to the convening 
of the 4th Informal ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Science and Technology on 28-29 August 2006 in Kuala 
Lumpur.  

69. We welcomed the continued efforts by ASEAN Member Countries to implement new activities under 
the ASEAN-help-ASEAN Programme to promote S&T development in ASEAN.  We were pleased to note 
that since its launching by the ASEAN S&T Ministers in 2002, joint activities implemented under the Pro-
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gramme have benefited ASEAN Member Countries and also contributed in narrowing the development gap.

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

70. We expressed satisfaction with the progress achieved in ASEAN’s relations with the Dialogue Partners, 
namely, Australia, Canada, China, the European Union, India, Japan, New Zealand, the Republic of Korea, 
the Russian Federation, the United States of America, the United Nations Development Programme and the 
increasing interest of Sectoral Dialogue Partner Pakistan to engage more with ASEAN.   We also expressed 
our commitment to intensify cooperation in various fields with ASEAN Dialogue Partners for the mutual 
benefit of our peoples and region. We further expressed our appreciation to our Dialogue Partners for their 
continued support in ASEAN’s efforts towards establishing the ASEAN Community by 2020.

71. In this regard, we look forward to the signing of the Framework Document for the Plan of Action to 
Implement the ASEAN-US Enhanced Partnership on 27 July 2006.  We also look forward to the signing of 
the ASEAN-Canada Joint Declaration for Cooperation to Combat International Terrorism on 28 July 2006 in 
Kuala Lumpur and the implementation of the activities identified therein. 

72. On ASEAN-Russia relations, we are pleased to note the successful convening of the First ASEAN-Rus-
sian Federation Summit held in Kuala Lumpur on 13 December 2005, and the endorsement of the ASEAN-
Russia Joint Declaration on Progressive and Comprehensive Partnership.

73. We believed that these developments will contribute to further enhance ASEAN-Russia relations.  We 
also noted that 2006 is the 10th anniversary of ASEAN-Russia relations, which we are marking with a few 
commemorative activities, among which are the Russian Food Festival and the publication of the ASEAN-
Russia Commemorative Magazine.  These two activities will be launched at the sidelines of the 39th ASE-
AN Ministerial Meeting/Post Ministerial Conferences, in conjunction with the ASEAN PMC+1 session with 
the Russian Federation on 27 July 2006 in Kuala Lumpur.  We further noted that the ASEAN Food Festival 
will be organised in the Russian Federation later this year.

74. We underscored the need to maintain ASEAN centrality and unity in all dialogue and cooperation pro-
cesses initiated by ASEAN.  In this regard, we reaffirmed the importance of ASEAN acting and be recogn-
ised as the driving force in all facets of our relations with our Dialogue Partners and other external parties as 
well as ASEAN playing a central role in the evolving regional architectures.

75. We welcomed the interest expressed by several non-regional countries and international institutions to 
extend technical assistance and financial support for the implementation of ASEAN’s development agenda.  
As an outward-looking organization, ASEAN recognised the need to establish other forms of formal rela-
tions with other non-regional countries and international institutions to assist its development agenda.  In 
this context, we tasked the ASEAN Directors-General and the ASEAN Secretariat to develop new categories 
of partnership with non-regional countries and international institutions while maintaining the moratorium 
on new Dialogue Partnership.  We also welcomed the offer of the Philippines to work with the ASEAN Sec-
retariat in identifying ways to strengthen cooperation with the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO).

76. We renewed our commitment to the ASEAN Plus Three (ASEAN+3) cooperation and reiterated our 
long-term goal of developing an East Asian community.  We agreed that the ASEAN Plus Three process 
would remain as the main vehicle with ASEAN as the driving force for East Asian community building.    
Pursuant to the signing of the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on the ASEAN Plus Three Summit in Kuala Lum-
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pur on 12 December 2005, we noted that the ASEAN Plus Three Senior Officials and the Directors-General, 
in their meetings on 18 May 2006 in Karambunai, Sabah and 8 June 2006 in Seoul, ROK, respectively, had 
had initial discussions in preparation of the drafting of the Second Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation, 
and the accompanying Work Plan, to be issued by our Leaders in 2007 to commemorate the 10th anniversary 
of the ASEAN Plus Three cooperation. 

77. We recalled the successful convening of the First East Asia Summit (EAS) in Kuala Lumpur on 14 De-
cember 2005 attended by all Leaders of ASEAN Member Countries, Australia, China, India, Japan, Republic 
of Korea and New Zealand.  While emphasising ASEAN as the driving force, we reaffirmed that the EAS, 
as an open, inclusive, transparent and outward-looking forum, would serve as a platform for dialogue on 
broad strategic, political and economic issues of common interest to promote peace and economic prosper-
ity in East Asia.  We reaffirmed the efforts of the East Asia Summit to promote community building in this 
region and its integral part of the evolving regional architecture.  We viewed this ‘Leaders-led’ Summit as an 
important event of historical significance to ASEAN and agreed to cooperate using existing mechanisms to 
implement the decisions of the Summit and the 17 areas of cooperation mentioned by the Leaders. 

78. We recalled the successful holding of the Second ASEAN-UN Summit on 13 September 2005 in New 
York wherein it was agreed that ASEAN-UN cooperation needs to be further broadened with the involve-
ment of the various UN specialised agencies to encompass all areas related to community building, includ-
ing key issues related to development, in particular, poverty eradication and the Millennium Development 
Goals, prevention and control of infectious diseases, disaster management, transnational issues, trade and 
investment as well as peace and security.  We noted that the Summit also agreed to convene future ASEAN-
UN Summits on a regular basis.  In this context, the Philippines proposed to explore the possibility of having 
an ASEAN-UN Summit in 2007.

DEVELOPMENTS IN MYANMAR

79. We took note of the briefing by Myanmar on the recent developments in the country and the complex 
challenges faced by Myanmar in dealing with the process of national reconciliation and peaceful transition 
to democracy as contained in the Roadmap. We expressed concern on the pace of the national reconciliation 
process and hope to see tangible progress that would lead to peaceful transition to democracy in the near 
future. We reiterated our calls for the early release of those placed under detention and for effective dialogue 
with all parties concerned. We expressed our support for the constructive role taken by the Chairman of 
the 39th ASEAN Standing Committee and further discussed the outcome of his visit to Myanmar on 23-24 
March 2006. We also noted the initiative taken by the United Nations Undersecretary General for Political 
Affairs, who visited Myanmar on 18-20 May 2006 and Myanmar’s readiness to receive another visit by him.

80. We recognized that Myanmar needs both time and political space to deal with its many and complex 
challenges. We hope that Myanmar’s efforts to deal with those challenges will progress so that Myanmar 
can effectively engage the international community, and in this regard ASEAN would remain constructively 
engaged as required.

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

81. We exchanged views on the following issues:
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• Timor Leste

82. We took note of the recent positive developments in Timor Leste and welcomed the immediate assis-
tance from Malaysia, Australia, New Zealand and Portugal to deploy defence and security forces in Timor 
Leste.  We welcomed the appointment of the new Prime Minister and Cabinet.  We congratulated H. E. José 
Luis Guterres, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Timor Leste, on his recent appointment.  

 

83. We agreed to Timor Leste’s participation, where appropriate, in functional areas of ASEAN activities.  
We also welcomed Timor Leste’s decision to accede to the TAC.

• Iraq

84. We were encouraged by the determination of the Iraqis in taking important steps in the political process 
towards reconciliation and shaping the democratic and independent future of Iraq. We welcomed the election 
that took place in Iraq on 15 December 2005 to elect 275 members of the Iraqi Parliament and subsequent 
establishment of the Iraqi Government of national unity on 20 May 2006 that could bring about political and 
economic reconstruction. However, we expressed deep concern over the deteriorating security condition in 
Iraq, including the continued attacks on civilians and places of worship.  We urged the Iraqi authorities and 
others to improve the security situation in Iraq and to engage with all parties in resolving the political differ-
ences through peaceful democratic means. We also earnestly hoped that the new Iraqi Government would act 
with utmost urgency towards the restoration of national unity and political stability that would contribute to 
durable peace, security and prosperity in the country. 

• Middle East

85. We were gravely concerned over the deteriorating situation and the escalation of violence in the Middle 
East, particularly the disproportionate, indiscriminate and excessive use of force by Israel in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory and in Lebanon, triggered by the capture of the two Israeli soldiers. It would threaten 
efforts towards reviving the Peace Process.

86. We condemned all acts of terror, violence and destruction. We also condemned attacks that have resulted 
in injury and death of innocent civilians and the destruction of civilian property and infrastructure. We fur-
ther condemned the abduction and detention of Cabinet Ministers, government officials, and other individu-
als and we called for their immediate and unconditional release.

87. We urged all parties to exercise utmost restraint, in particular to avoid additional casualties among in-
nocent civilians and damage to civilian property and infrastructure and to refrain from acts that could further 
exacerbate the situation and worsen the humanitarian crisis.

88. We called for an immediate ceasefire and urged the international community and the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) to get all parties in the conflicts to adhere to the ceasefire under UN supervision 
with the participation of countries that are able to do so, and ultimately to work towards a just, durable and 
comprehensive peace in the region.
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89. We reaffirmed the call for the strict respect of the sovereignty, territorial integrity, unity and political in-
dependence of Lebanon under the sole and exclusive authority of the Government of Lebanon as stipulated 
in UNSC Resolutions 1664 and 1680.

90. We also urged Israel and Palestine to return to the peace process and implementation of the Quartet Per-
formance-Based Roadmap to a Permanent Two-State Solution to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict as outlined 
in UNSC Resolution 1515.

91. We welcomed all efforts taken to address the situation, including the visits to the region by the Special 
Advisor of the UN Secretary-General to the Middle East and the UN Under-Secretary General for Humani-
tarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, as well as the efforts undertaken by the Foreign Minister 
of France in that country’s capacity as current President of the United Nations Security Council. We viewed 
the visit by the U.S. Secretary of State to the region and Italy’s intention to host an international confer-
ence on 26 July 2006 as encouraging steps and hope that these would bring about the immediate cessation 
of hostilities, opening the way for the unimpeded flow of humanitarian relief and assistance to the civilians 
affected by the conflict, the early return of displaced persons and providing the conditions for a durable and 
lasting solution to the problems in the region. We also emphasised the need for speedy restoration of essen-
tial infrastructure facilities in Palestine and Lebanon to avoid further deterioration of humanitarian condition 
of the Palestine and Lebanese people.

 

• Korean Peninsula

92. We expressed our concern over the latest developments in the Korean Peninsula including the test-firing 
by DPRK of its Taepodong-2 missiles on 5 July 2006 which could affect peace and stability in the region. 
We noted the unanimous adoption of the UNSC resolution 1695. We also expressed our desire for the re-
alisation of a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula and our continued support for the early resumption of the Six 
Party Talks. We also expressed our hope that the on-going inter-Korean exchanges would continue to pro-
vide conditions which would be conducive to peace and stability in the Korean Peninsula. We also believed 
that the ARF can contribute to promoting peace and stability in the Korean Peninsula and expressed the hope 
that members of the Six Party Talks can utilise their presence during the ARF to promote the resumption of 
the Talks.

• World Trade Organisation (WTO)

93. We reemphasised the importance of a rule-based multilateral trading system.  We expressed regret on 
the failure to agree to the negotiating modalities on agriculture and non-agriculture market access (NAMA) 
at the Informal Ministerial Meeting held on 29 June - 1 July 2006 in Geneva. We called on all WTO Mem-
bers, especially the major ones, to redouble their efforts in line with their commitment to the objectives 
of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) and to ensure that the negotiations would come to a successful 
conclusion by the end of 2006.  We reiterated that the Doha Round must achieve an ambitious and balanced 
outcome that is development-oriented with particular emphasis on ensuring real, effective and operational 
development benefits to developing countries.

94. We reiterated our support to the early accession of the Lao PDR and Viet Nam to the WTO.  In this 
connection, we congratulated Viet Nam on her conclusion of all her bilateral negotiations and supported 
the earliest completion of the multilateral negotiation process to enable Viet Nam to join the WTO before 
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November 2006.

• Asia-Middle East Dialogue (AMED)

95. We recognised that now is the opportune time to strengthen ties and forge cooperation between Asia and 
the Middle East that would allow the two regions to take advantage of their resurgence in the global econ-
omy.  The AMED was conceived to achieve this objective by fostering dialogue and mutual understanding 
through three Working Groups on Political and Security issues, on Social, Educational, Cultural, Scientific 
and Media issues, and on Economic issues.

• Asia-Cooperation Dialogue (ACD)

96. We also welcomed the outcome of the 5th ACD Ministerial Meeting on 23-24 May 2006 in Doha, Qatar.  
We commended the progress that has been made with respect to the promotion of closer cooperation in the 
area of energy, which is to put priority on such areas as energy security, research and assessment on energy, 
energy infrastructure and development and exploring the possibility of reinvesting revenues that accrue from 
the energy in the ACD countries to enhance sustainable growth and development in Asia.  We look forward 
to the 2nd ACD Energy Forum to be hosted by Pakistan in November 2006 to further discuss this and other 
important energy issues. We also commended the progress that has been made in the area of financial coop-
eration, especially with regard to making productive use of Asia’s substantial savings, including revenues 
that accrue from the energy trade, and invest these through the Asian Bond Market mechanism for the ben-
efit of the region.

• Asia-Africa Cooperation

97. We noted the progress on the follow up of the outcome of the Asia-Africa Summit toward the realisation 
of the New Asia-Africa Strategic Partnership (NAASP) and look forward for the development of concrete 
programme and project cooperation by the Senior Officials’ Meeting to be held in Durban on 1-3 September 
2006.

• Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)

98. We welcomed the progress achieved by APEC member economies towards facilitating and liberalizing 
trade and investment as well as towards economic and technical cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region.  We 
believed ASEAN and APEC share a common vision of promoting regional sustainable growth and shared 
prosperity. We also believed that greater collaboration between ASEAN and APEC through the exchange 
and sharing of information, expertise and best practices and capacity building programmes would contribute 
towards this vision and that the ASEAN-APEC partnership would also benefit the business sector and other 
sectors through the various trade facilitation initiatives to address business concerns and impediments to 
cross border trade, investment and cooperation.  In this regard, we expressed our full support for Viet Nam 
to successfully hold the 14th APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting in November 2006 with a view to contrib-
uting to the building of a dynamic community for sustainable development and prosperity.  We also sup-
ported Cambodia’s intention to seek membership in APEC.

• Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM)

99. We stressed the need for ASEM to provide a foundation and framework for fostering the Asia-Europe 
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comprehensive partnership in the 21st century. We look forward to a successful convening of the 6th ASEM 
Summit on 10-11 September 2006 in Helsinki, Finland and the commemoration of the 10th anniversary of 
ASEM as an important benchmark of a ten-year process linking Asia and Europe.  We hoped that the 6th 
ASEM Summit would further strengthen a mutually beneficial and forward looking Asia-Europe partner-
ship.  We hoped further it would reflect in its vision on the future directions of ASEM cooperation in areas 
of mutual concern and interest such as strengthening multilateralism; addressing security threats; sustainable 
development; dialogue among cultures and civilisations; and globalization and competitiveness.

100. We welcomed the initiative to establish the ASEM Virtual Secretariat (AVS) at the ASEAN Secretariat 
as an information-sharing device to facilitate coordination and cooperation among its partners. In this con-
text, we look forward to contributions to the ASEAN Secretariat by all ASEM partners to ensure the effec-
tive operation of the AVS.

• United Nations (UN)

101. We reaffirmed our support for multilateralism and international law as embodied in the UN Charter.  In 
reviewing the status of the implementation of the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document, adopted at the 
conclusion of the High-level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly held from 14 to 16 September 2005, 
we supported a comprehensive reform of the United Nations and underlined the need to enhance the voice 
and the role of the developing countries within the UN system. We believed that to ensure that the UN re-
mains relevant and effective, it is imperative that it be democratized efficient, transparent, accountable, and 
truly reflective of the will and interest of all Member States.  We also welcomed the establishment of the UN 
Human Rights Council and the UN Peacebuilding Commission.

102. We reaffirmed ASEAN’s support for Indonesia, Viet Nam, Thailand, Cambodia and Malaysia’s candi-
dature to become non-permanent members of the UN Security Council for the year 2007-2008,  2008-2009, 
2011-2012, 2013-2014, 2015-2016 respectively.  In this context, we also reaffirmed our collective endeavour 
to support Indonesia’s bid for the non-permanent seat for the UNSC for 2007-2008, in the election to be held 
at the 61st Session of the UN General Assembly and requested Indonesia to coordinate this endeavour with 
the Permanent Representatives of ASEAN Member Countries in New York.

ASEAN Candidature for the UNSG

103. We reaffirmed our endorsement of Dr. Surakiart Sathirathai, Deputy Prime Minister of Thailand as the 
ASEAN Candidate for the post of Secretary-General of the United Nations (UNSG). We agreed to continue 
to pursue a coordinated strategy in support of the campaign for the ASEAN Candidate.  We called on all 
Member States of the United Nations to support the ASEAN Candidate.

Cooperation with Regional Organisations

104. We recalled the outcomes of the ASEAN-South Asia Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), 
ASEAN-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and ASEAN-Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) For-
eign Ministers Meetings in September 2005 in New York where several areas were identified for cooperation 
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between ASEAN and these organisations. We recognized the potential of these cooperation arrangements to 
generate mutual benefits. 

40th AMM

105. We elected the Philippines as the In-coming Chair of the 40th ASEAN Standing Committee and Singa-
pore as the Vice-Chair.  We look forward to the 40th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting / Post Ministerial Confer-
ences / 14th ASEAN Regional Forum to be held on 30 July to 2 August 2007 in the Philippines.
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Joint Communique of the 40th ASEAN Ministerial 
Meeting (AMM) “One Caring and Sharing Commu-
nity” Manila, 29-30 July 2007

INTRODUCTION

1. We, the Foreign Ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), met at the 40th 
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on 29-30 July 2007 in Manila. His Excellency Alberto G. Romulo, Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs of the Philippines and Chairman of the 40th ASEAN Standing Committee, chaired the Meet-
ing.

2. The Representatives of Timor-Leste and Papua New Guinea attended the Opening Ceremony of the 40th 
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting as Guest of the Chairman of the 40th ASEAN Standing Committee and as Spe-
cial Observer in ASEAN, respectively.

OPENING ADDRESS

3. Her Excellency President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, President of the Republic of the Philippines, ad-
dressed the Opening Ceremony of the 40th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting.

4. President Arroyo stated that ASEAN relations have never been stronger and recalled ASEAN achieve-
ments in cooperation, solidarity, fighting poverty and winning collective security. She called on ASEAN to 
carry forward the landmark commitments made at the 12th ASEAN Summit to create “one caring and shar-
ing” community by 2015. She said such a community should be anchored on economic integration with a 
focus on social justice and raising the standards of living in the region.

5. To achieve that objective, President Arroyo urged ASEAN to build upon its bold decision to draft an 
ASEAN Charter that will strengthen ASEAN and deepen collaboration among its Member Countries. She 
said the ASEAN Charter should be a testament to ASEAN’s commitment to become one, single united front.

6. President Arroyo said, furthermore, that developing ASEAN is more than creating a regional community 
and should also be a dynamic force in Asia that would maximize the benefits of globalization. For ASEAN 
to become a true expanding union, the President said ASEAN should continue nurturing its relations with 
key partners through, among other things, forging free trade agreements and engaging all parties that have a 
stake in the region to establish an East Asia community.

7. President Arroyo also called on ASEAN to point the way ahead in regional security cooperation. In this 
regard, she said that ASEAN welcomed the recent positive developments on the Korean Peninsula nuclear 
issue, including the shutdown of the Yongbyon reactor, and commended all parties for the progress they 
have made thus far. She said ASEAN must stand ready to advance regional security and stability and, in this 
connection, to strengthen our collective stake in a stable Korean Peninsula.

8. The President emphasized the achievements ASEAN has made in regional security, from the Treaty of 
Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) to the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF). The President said 
ASEAN has been a force for regional peace and progress for forty years and must find the means to sustain 
this role for the next forty years.
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9. In conclusion, President Arroyo said ASEAN must be a community where all can grow and prosper to-
gether. If ASEAN succeeds in this respect, then future generations will look back on ASEAN’s fortieth year, 
on the 12th ASEAN Summit and on the 40th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting, as the point where the region’s 
effort to attain this aspiration was begun.

THE ASEAN COMMUNITY

10. We welcomed the progress achieved in the implementation of the Leaders’ decisions at the 12th ASEAN 
Summit on 13 January 2007 in Cebu, Philippines, in accelerating the establishment of an ASEAN Commu-
nity to 2015 and in building a people-centred ASEAN, consistent with our commitment to establish “One 
Caring and Sharing Community”. We reaffirmed our resolve to pursuing region-wide programmes and ac-
tivities that would truly make ASEAN relevant, beneficial and meaningful to peoples of ASEAN.

11. We are encouraged by the advancement we have made in ASEAN regional integration, and agreed to 
further intensify our efforts to accelerate the narrowing of the development gap to ensure the realization of 
the ASEAN Community.

12. We recognized the need for synergy in enhancing our efforts and pooling our resources, as well as 
achieving effective coordination, so that ASEAN can be more responsive to and consistent with the stated 
goals and objectives of an ASEAN Community.

13. To ensure that all three pillars of the ASEAN Community move in the same pace, we agreed to give 
particular attention to developing blueprints for each of the ASEAN Security Community and the ASEAN 
Socio-Cultural Community, similar to those of the ASEAN Economic Community.

14. We agreed in a Joint Statement issued on 30 July 2007 to recommend to our Leaders the endorsement of 
the proposal to observe ASEAN Day (8 August) as a special day in each of the ASEAN Member Countries 
with the objective of increasing ASEAN awareness among our people.

40th Anniversary of ASEAN

15. We highlighted that the 40th anniversary of ASEAN on 8 August 2007 will be an historic milestone for 
our regional organization. We supported the various initiatives and activities carried out by Member Coun-
tries to commemorate this auspicious occasion, which would highlight ASEAN’s achievements and develop 
ASEAN consciousness. We welcomed Malaysia’s initiatives to convene an ASEAN Integrity Dialogue.

Vientiane Action Programme (VAP)

16. We took note of the progress in the implementation of the Vientiane Action Programme (VAP). Reaf-
firming our commitment to the completion of the VAP by 2010, we agreed to mobilize financial resources 
for the remaining VAP programs, projects and activities. We resolved to strengthen coordination among the 
various ASEAN sectoral bodies carrying out the VAP and reiterated the importance of undertaking coordina-
tion among the three pillars of ASEAN Community.

Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI)

17. We agreed to exert greater efforts on narrowing the development gap to enhance ASEAN integration and 
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ensure equitable economic development for the well-being of the peoples of ASEAN.

18. We expressed support for the recommendations made at the Second Initiative for ASEAN Integration 
(IAI) Development Cooperation Forum in Ha Noi, Viet Nam, on 12-13 June 2007 on new and innovative 
strategies to narrow the development gap among the ASEAN Member Countries, including the proposed 
formulation of the Second IAI Work Plan for 2008-2015. To realize the full ASEAN integration in compli-
ance with ASEAN Community by 2015, we recognized the need to also address the “pockets of poverty and 
underdevelopment” in ASEAN Member Countries. The programmes for IAI should also be aligned with 
ASEAN’s larger efforts to become an ASEAN Community by 2015.

19. We expressed appreciation to our Dialogue Partners and other international institutions for their support 
and contributions to the IAI. We are committed to sustain and accelerate our efforts to narrow the develop-
ment gap in the region to make ASEAN more economically competitive and socially cohesive.

The ASEAN Charter

20. We stressed the importance of codifying the principles, values and norms of ASEAN into a Charter and 
in sustaining the momentum towards transforming ASEAN into a rules-based organization with a legal per-
sonality, capable of performing a greater role in regional and international affairs.

21. We welcomed the submission of the first draft of the ASEAN Charter by the High Level Task Force on 
the Drafting of the ASEAN Charter (HLTF) and conveyed our appreciation for the HLTF’s excellent work. 
We thoroughly discussed the draft ASEAN Charter and gave our views to the HLTF on the important aspects 
of the ASEAN Charter. We looked forward to the completion of the work of the HLTF and its submission of 
the final draft of the ASEAN Charter at the 13th ASEAN Summit in November 2007 in Singapore.

ASEAN SECURITY COMMUNITY (ASC)

22. We stressed the importance of building the ASC as a backbone of the ASEAN Community. We noted 
the convening of the 2nd ASC Plan of Action Coordinating Conference (ASCCO) on 10-11 July 2007 and 
underscored the importance of coordination in the implementation of the Programme Areas and Measures of 
the ASC Plan of Action in the process of ASEAN Community building.

23. We agreed to undertake all efforts to ensure early ratification and entry into force of the ASEAN Con-
vention on Counter-Terrorism (ACCT) and to intensify cooperation to ensure a peaceful and stable ASEAN. 
We took note of the progress achieved at the recent 7th Senior Officials Meeting on Transnational Crime 
(SOMTC) Meeting in Lao PDR, which endorsed the institutionalization of the SOMTC Working Group on 
Counter Terrorism. We also welcomed the recommendations of the ASEAN Ad Hoc Meeting on Anti-Cor-
ruption. We took note of the process to develop a model ASEAN Extradition Treaty as part of our concerted 
efforts to establish an ASEAN Extradition Treaty. We also encouraged signatory countries to ratify the Re-
gional Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance on Criminal Matters so as to ensure its effective implementation.

24. Consistent with our goal to build One Caring and Sharing Community, we are committed to the timely 
implementation of the provisions of the ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights 
of Migrant Workers. We agreed to establish the ASEAN Committee on the Implementation of the ASEAN 
Declaration on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers that will lead and oversee the 
implementation of various activities under this Declaration. We recognized that this Committee shall report 
to ASEAN Senior Labor Officials.
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25. We reaffirmed our commitment to the protection and promotion of human rights under the Vientiane 
Action Programme (VAP). We also noted the convening of the 6th Workshop on ASEAN Regional Human 
Rights Mechanism in Manila on 16-17 July 2007 and the Working Session of National Human Rights Insti-
tutions Consultations Mechanism in Bali on 28 June 2007. We further noted the work carried out by the non-
governmental Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism, including the meeting between 
the open-ended SOM Troika and the Working Group on the sidelines of the 40th AMM with the objective of 
facilitating the implementation of the activities under the promotion of human rights component of the VAP.

Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ)

26. We noted the results of the Meeting of the Commission on SEANWFZ in Manila on 30 July 2007 which 
reviewed the progress of the implementation of the Treaty since it came into force in 1997 and discussed 
ways for the Treaty to effectively contribute to ASEAN Security Community-building efforts.

27. We welcomed the adoption of the Plan of Action that would guide the future implementation of the 
SEANWFZ Treaty to ensure that we are able to respond to the evolving internal and external challenges and 
opportunities.

Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia

28. We welcomed the accessions to the TAC of the Republic of France and the Democratic Republic of 
Timor-Leste at the margins of the 12th ASEAN Summit on 13 January 2007 in Cebu, Philippines. We looked 
forward to the accessions of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) on 1 August 2007 in Manila. 
We acknowledged the declarations of the United Kingdom and the European Union of their intent to accede 
to the TAC. We noted that the continuing interest in the TAC underscores its important role as a key code of 
conduct governing inter-state relations in Southeast Asia and its value as a major diplomatic instrument for 
the promotion of peace, security and stability in the region.

29. We called upon the other countries, particularly our Dialogue Partners and friends in the ARF, sharing 
ASEAN’s aspirations for peace, security, stability and development in the region, to also accede to the TAC.

South China Sea

30. We reaffirmed the continuing importance of the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China 
Sea of 2002 (DOC) as a milestone document between ASEAN and China, embodying their collective com-
mitment to ensure the peaceful resolution of disputes in the area. We believed that the Declaration had been 
effective in building mutual trust and confidence among the claimants in the area and in maintaining peace 
and stability in the region. We underscored the need to intensify efforts to move forward the implementation 
of the Declaration and eventually conclude a Regional Code of Conduct in the South China Sea.

31. We encouraged the continued exercise of self-restraint by all the parties concerned and the promotion of 
confidence building measures in this area and welcomed their commitment to resolving disputes in the South 
China Sea by peaceful means in conformity with the spirit of the DOC and recognized principles of interna-
tional law including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF)
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32. We reaffirmed the role of ASEAN as the primary driving force of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) 
process and the ARF as the primary forum in enhancing political and security dialogue and cooperation as 
well as the fulcrum for building peace and security in the wider Asia-Pacific region.

33. We welcomed the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka as the 27th participating country in the 
ARF and we looked forward to its attendance at the 14th ARF on 2 August 2007. We expressed confidence 
that the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka would be able to contribute to the further enhancement 
of political and security dialogue and cooperation in the region.

34. We commended the steady progress and growing momentum generated in the implementation of ARF 
activities. We encouraged the forging of more concrete and practical cooperation among ARF countries in 
building capacity and capabilities in order to better cope with numerous challenges, including in counter-ter-
rorism, disaster relief, maritime security, non-proliferation and disarmament of weapons of mass destruction 
and energy security, among others. We would discuss at the 14th ARF Meeting the elevation of the ARF to a 
premier forum for discussion of security issues of common concern affecting the region in the future.

35. While emphasising that confidence building would continue to play a vital role in the ARF process, we 
welcomed the ARF’s progress towards Preventive Diplomacy (PD). We also commended the activities un-
dertaken to enhance links between Track I and Track II in the ARF, and between the ARF and other regional 
and international security organisations. We noted with satisfaction the progress made in the implementation 
of the agreed ARF activities for the Inter-Sessional year 2006-2007.

ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (AEC)

36. We underscored ASEAN’s commitment to establish a Single Market and Production Base characterized 
by a competitive economic region with equitable economic development and one that is fully integrated into 
the global economy.

37. We noted the finalisation of the ASEAN Economic Community Blueprint and Strategic Schedule, which 
will serve as an integrated and coherent master plan with clearly defined measures and actions, milestones 
and timelines to establish the ASEAN Economic Community by 2015, for the consideration and signing by 
the ASEAN Leaders at the 13th ASEAN Summit in November 2007 in Singapore. This would reaffirm and 
reinforce ASEAN’s collective will to deepen the economic integration of the region.

38. We supported the decision of the ASEAN Economic Ministers to recognise Viet Nam as a full market 
economy, taking into consideration its rate of economic progress and integration with the regional and global 
economies, and we encouraged our Dialogue Partners to make similar recognitions.

Energy Cooperation

39. We agreed to implement projects and activities in line with the Cebu Declaration on East Asian Energy 
Security within ASEAN and the East Asia Summit (EAS). In particular, we welcomed the upcoming inau-
gural meeting of the EAS Energy Ministers in Singapore on 23 August 2007 as an important step towards 
fulfilling the Cebu Declaration and following-up on the Leaders’ discussions during the 2nd EAS in Cebu. 
We are committed to improving energy efficiency and conservation, increasing the use of alternative and 
renewable sources of energy, expanding biofuel production/utilization, developing open and competitive 
energy markets, and encouraging greater private sector involvement in energy resource and infrastructure 
investment within the region.
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Sub-regional Cooperation

40. We recognised the positive contributions of sub-regional cooperation within ASEAN to the growth and 
development of the whole region. We supported the initiatives and programmes currently being undertaken 
under these sub-regional arrangements within ASEAN: Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Co-
operation Strategy (ACMECS), Brunei-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-
EAGA), Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle (IMT-GT), Cambodia-Laos-Myanmar-Viet Nam 
(CLMV), and Cambodia–Lao–Vietnam Development Triangle (CLV-DT).

ASEAN SOCIO-CULTURAL COMMUNITY (ASCC)

41. To ensure that all three pillars of the ASEAN Community move in the same pace, we agreed to paying 
particular attention to putting in place a mechanism for the socio-cultural community, similar to the SOM 
and SEOM, which coordinates the activities of the two other Communities. We tasked our senior officials 
to come up with a blueprint to ensure proper coordination of the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (SOC-
COM).

42. We agreed that ASCC sectoral bodies should work together with those under the AEC in intensifying 
strategic focus, particularly on the core element pertaining to “Managing the Social Impact of Economic 
Integration.” They should also focus on operationalising the decisions and declarations of the 12th ASEAN 
Summit and consider possible thematic approach and cross-cutting programmes in the fields of migrant 
workers, women, education, ASEAN identity, disaster management, climate change and sustainable devel-
opment, and communicable diseases. We encouraged ASEAN sectoral bodies to develop and implement 
some flagship projects under the ASCC.

43. To carry out the ASCC Plan of Action, particularly towards building a community of caring societies, we 
agreed on the need to draw up an ASEAN roadmap for the implementation of the Millennium Development 
Goals Plus (MDG Plus) by the concerned ASEAN sectoral bodies, particularly those involved in poverty 
reduction and social development.

44. We recognised the valuable contribution of the civil society organizations (CSO) in the building of an 
ASEAN Community and expressed our commitment to continue to engage with CSO representatives at vari-
ous levels, programmes and meetings.

45. We acknowledged the Report of the Executive Director of the ASEAN Foundation. We noted ASEAN 
Foundation’s 10th year anniversary in 2007 and encouraged it to continue its efforts in promoting ASEAN 
awareness in the region, especially among the youth and students, and in mobilising funds to support its 
programmes and activities.

Consular and Immigration

46. In line with our goal of increasing people-to-people contacts among ASEAN nationals and promoting 
freer intra-ASEAN travel, we called for the early ratification by Member Countries of the ASEAN Visa 
Framework Agreement.

47. Recalling the Statement by the Foreign Ministers of ASEAN in Kuala Lumpur on 25 July 2006 and 
consistent with our commitment to build One Caring and Sharing Community, we committed to extend the 
appropriate emergency assistance to all ASEAN nationals caught in crisis and conflict situations in third 
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countries. We adopted the guidelines for the provision of emergency assistance by ASEAN missions in third 
countries to nationals of ASEAN Member Countries in crisis situation.

Environment and Climate Change

48. We expressed concern over the impact of global warming and climate change and called on concerted ef-
forts involving the international community, including the private sector and the civil society, in addressing 
these challenges in accordance with the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities.

49. We welcomed the proposal by Singapore, as the next Chair of ASEAN, to focus on “Energy, Environ-
ment, Climate Change and Sustainable Development” as the theme for discussions at the 13th ASEAN Sum-
mit and Related Summits in Singapore in November 2007. In line with this theme, we looked forward to the 
ASEAN Leaders’ Declaration on Environmental Sustainability to be signed at the 13th ASEAN Summit. We 
also welcomed Singapore’s proposal to work on a Singapore Declaration on the Environment to be issued 
at the 3rs East Asia Summit in Singapore. We also looked forward to the outcome of the Informal ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting on Environment to be held in Bangkok in September 2007. We called on the interna-
tional community to support the successful convening of the 13th Conference of Parties (COP) of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 3rd Meeting of Parties (MOP) of 
the Kyoto Protocol to be held in Bali on 3-14 December 2007. We also welcomed the Indonesian proposal to 
develop a draft declaration on the 13th COP to the UNFCCC and the 3rd MOP to the Kyoto Protocol to be 
signed by the Leaders at the 13th ASEAN Summit.

50. We reiterated the need to step up cooperation to prevent and mitigate transboundary haze pollution in 
the region and welcomed the efforts of ASEAN Member Countries to finalize the process of ratification of 
the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution. We called upon the ASEAN Member Countries 
to expedite the operationalisation of the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution and for those 
that have not yet ratified to do so soon.

51. We welcomed the signing of the Host Country Agreement between the Republic of the Philippines and 
the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) on 8 August 2006 in Manila. We expressed support for the opera-
tions of the ACB and the implementation of various projects that would preserve and protect biodiversity 
areas in the region. We encouraged our Dialogue Partners to support the ACB in implementing key biodiver-
sity projects.

Disaster Management

52. Recognising the fact that Southeast Asia is one of the most disaster-prone regions in the world, we com-
mitted to coordinate and cooperate during disaster emergencies to provide immediate relief, assistance and 
rehabilitation to disaster victims, and implement measures to reduce disaster losses in the ASEAN region. 
We called for the early ratification of the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Re-
sponse (AADMER).

53. We endorsed the offer of Indonesia to host the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assis-
tance on Disaster Management (AHA Centre) as recommended by the 4/40 Meeting of the ASEAN Standing 
Committee, held in Manila on 27-28 July 2007, and we tasked the relevant officials to work out the details.

Health
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54. We expressed support for the implementation of the Third ASEAN Work Programme (AWP) on HIV and 
AIDS for 2006-2010, following its adoption by the Leaders during the 12th ASEAN Summit Special Session 
on HIV and AIDS.

Education

55. We expressed support for programmes undertaken by the ASEAN University Network in promoting 
ASEAN studies and ASEAN regional identity among the youth. We acknowledged the critical role that 
education plays in fostering greater inter-cultural, inter-religious and inter-racial understanding within and 
among societies in the region. We agreed on the need to provide broader access to education and more edu-
cational opportunities and scholarships for study in ASEAN universities.

Labour

56. We welcomed the establishment on 30 July 2007 of the ASEAN Committee on the Implementation of 
the ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers as the instrument 
for effectively implementing the provisions of the ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and Promotion of 
the Rights of Migrant Workers, which our Leaders signed on 13 January 2007 in Cebu, Philippines.

57. We expressed confidence that with the signing of the Cooperation Agreement between the ASEAN 
Secretariat and the International Labour Organisation (ILO) Secretariat on 20 March 2007, ASEAN and the 
ILO would collaborate more to address labour issues where they have common interests. We also welcomed 
the adoption of an ASEAN Plan of Action on National OSH Framework and the continued progress of the 
ASEAN Occupational Safety and Health Network.

Youth

58. We recognised the importance of involving and engaging ASEAN youth to obtain their perspectives on 
the activities and programmes of ASEAN. We welcomed Singapore’s announcement to launch a S$5-mil-
lion Singapore-ASEAN Youth Fund at the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Youth on 26 April 2007, which 
aims to foster greater understanding and friendship amongst the youth of the region through its support of 
ASEAN youth projects. We agreed to harness the capabilities, talents and potentials of the youth so that they 
could contribute more to ASEAN. We were encouraged by the interest of Dialogue Partners to undertake 
youth and student exchange programmes with ASEAN as a way of promoting cross-cultural understanding.

Science and Technology

59. We commended the initiative to strengthen science and technology cooperation between ASEAN and the 
Dialogue Partners, such as Australia, China, India, Japan, the Republic of Korea and New Zealand, through 
the holding of informal ministerial consultations held on 28-29 August 2006 in Kuantan, Malaysia. We also 
welcomed the efforts of ASEAN and the U.S. to forge dynamic and effective cooperation among scientific 
and technological organisations and individual scientists and technical experts in these countries through the 
establishment of the ASEAN-U.S. Science and Technology Agreement, which will be signed soon. We also 
look forward to the establishment of the ASEAN-India Science and Technology Development Fund, which 
will promote collaborative research and development activities between ASEAN and India.

Rural Development and Poverty Eradication
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60. We welcomed the development of the ASEAN Millennium Development Compact (AMDC) during the 
5th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Rural Development and Poverty Eradication (5th AMRDPE) in Bang-
kok in January 2007. We looked forward to the adoption of the AMDC during the next Senior Officials 
Meeting on Rural Development and Poverty Eradication (SOMRDPE) in Singapore next year to pursue the 
priority projects under the ASEAN Framework Action Plan on Rural Development and Poverty Eradication 
in order to improve the economic conditions of people living in the rural areas.

Culture and Information

61. We acknowledged the significance of a number of projects and activities that were implemented in the 
culture and information sectors to promote the rich and vast cultures of ASEAN and raise the level of ASE-
AN awareness among the peoples of ASEAN. We recognised the contribution of the ASEAN Committee on 
Culture and Information (COCI) in the implementation of these projects and activities. We supported the for-
mulation of an ASEAN Communications Plan under the purview of the ASEAN Ministers Responsible for 
Information (AMRI) to promote ASEAN to the people in and outside the region. We underscored the impor-
tance of having more television programs about ASEAN in Member Countries as a communication tool to 
promote cross-cultural understanding among the people of ASEAN.

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

62. We stressed the important role and contributions of our Dialogue Partners, namely Australia, Canada, 
China, the European Union (EU), India, Japan, New Zealand, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federa-
tion, and the United States of America, in the building of an ASEAN Community. We were pleased with the 
progress in our cooperation with our Dialogue Partners over the past year and committed to moving these 
partnerships forward. We discussed regional and international issues that were of interest to ASEAN and our 
Dialogue Partners.

63. We looked forward to the signing of the Joint Declaration of the ASEAN-Australia Comprehensive Part-
nership on 1 August 2007 and the early finalization of the Plan of Action to Implement the Joint Declaration 
of the ASEAN-Australia Comprehensive Partnership (2007-2012). We expressed confidence that the imple-
mentation of the Joint Declaration would further broaden and enhance ASEAN-Australia Dialogue Relations 
covering political and security, economic and socio-cultural cooperation.

64. We agreed to adopt the 2007-2010 Second ASEAN-Canada Joint Cooperation Work Plan on 1 August 
2007.

65. We also agreed to work expeditiously to complete the Plan of Action to Implement the Nuremberg 
Declaration on an ASEAN-EU Enhanced Partnership. We welcomed the launch of the ASEAN-EU FTA ne-
gotiations, on a region-to-region basis, during the 8th ASEAN Economic Ministers and EU Trade Commis-
sioner Consultations in Brunei Darussalam in May 2007. In this regard, we welcomed the convening of the 
ASEAN-EU Commemorative Summit in Singapore on 22 November 2007 to further deepen and enhance 
the partnership.

66. We welcomed the Russian Federation’s initial contribution to the ASEAN-Russian Federation Dialogue 
Partnership Fund, which would pave the way for the implementation of joint ASEAN-Russia projects. We 
noted the progress in the drafting of the ASEAN-Russia Agreement on Cultural Cooperation, and looked 
forward to its signing by the Ministers Responsible for Culture and Arts at an appropriate time, which will 
promote exchange and cooperation in various cultural and artistic fields between ASEAN and the Russian 
Federation.
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67. We welcomed the conferment of observer status to ASEAN at the UN General Assembly and other 
main bodies in December 2006. We recalled our decision during our ASEAN Foreign Ministers Retreat in 
Siem Reap in March 2007 to explore the possibility to upgrade our relations with the UN. In this regard, we 
looked forward to conclude the ASEAN-UN Cooperation Agreement as soon as possible.

68. We acknowledged the interest of Pakistan, currently an ASEAN Sectoral Partner, to become a Full Dia-
logue Partner. We looked forward to implementing more cooperation projects and strengthening ASEAN-
Pakistan relations. Towards this end, we welcomed the contribution from Pakistan to the ASEAN-Pakistan 
Cooperation Fund.

69. We were encouraged by the interest expressed by countries and regional and international organisations 
to forge relations with ASEAN. We agreed that ASEAN should work to promote greater interactions with 
those countries and organisations.

70. We took note that this year marks the 30th Anniversary of the establishment of ASEAN Dialogue Rela-
tions with the EU, the United States of America and Canada. We underscored the importance of these mile-
stone events and agreed to conduct various commemorative activities in ASEAN and in the three Dialogue 
Partner countries this year.

71. We expressed satisfaction on the progress of partnership between ASEAN and the Plus Three Countries 
in the economic and financial area, particularly the multilateralisation of the Chiang Mai Initiative and ex-
pansion of the Asian Bond Market Initiative, as well as in new areas of cooperation, such as women, poverty 
alleviation, disaster management and minerals. We renewed our commitment to the ASEAN Plus Three pro-
cess. We looked forward to the adoption of the Second Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation and its ac-
companying Work Plan at the 11th ASEAN Plus Three Summit in Singapore, to mark the Tenth Anniversary 
of ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation. We reaffirmed that the Second Joint Statement should provide strategic 
guidance for the future direction of the ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation in the next ten years.

72. We welcomed the entry into force of the ASEAN-Korea Free Trade Agreement in Goods (FTA) on 1 
June 2007 and the progress made in the FTA negotiations with Australia, India, Japan and New Zealand, as 
well as negotiations on services and investment agreements with the Republic of Korea and the investment 
agreement with China. These expansions in economic ties with Dialogue Partners would contribute positive-
ly to the economic development of the region and complement ASEAN’s own internal integration process.

73. We recalled the successful convening of the 2nd EAS in Cebu on 15 January 2007 and noted that the 
EAS has carved for itself an important niche as a Leaders-led forum for dialogue on broad strategic, political 
and economic issues of common interest. We reaffirmed our commitment to intensify our cooperation in the 
priority areas of energy security, education, finance, avian influenza, poverty alleviation and natural disas-
ter mitigation. We welcomed the progress in the cooperation made thus far in energy security and the work 
done on other important proposals and ideas endorsed by the EAS Leaders in Cebu, in particular, in financial 
integration, the proposal for a Comprehensive Economic Partnership in East Asia, and the revival of the 
Nalanda University. We agreed that progress reports on these projects should be submitted to the next EAS 
in Singapore. We noted the preparation of the EAS Regional Financial Cooperation and Integration (RFCI) 
Workshop to be held in Jakarta on 10 September 2007.

74. We noted the on-going 2nd Phase Study on the feasibility of establishing the East Asia Free Trade Area 
(EAFTA) and the commencement of the study of the Comprehensive Economic Partnership in East Asia 
(CEPEA) involving ASEAN, Australia, China, India, Japan, Korea, and New Zealand. We also noted the 
discussion among the experts on the establishment of the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East 
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Asia (ERIA).

DEVELOPMENTS IN MYANMAR

75. We took note of the briefing by Myanmar on the recent developments in the process of national recon-
ciliation and peaceful transition to democracy as envisaged in the Roadmap to Democracy. We expressed 
concern on the pace of the national reconciliation process and urged Myanmar to show tangible progress that 
would lead to a peaceful transition to democracy in the near future. We welcomed the convening of the final 
session of the National Convention, which commenced on 18 July 2007, and we were encouraged by the 
assurances of Myanmar that the National Convention process will be completed within two months. We also 
expressed the hope that it would allow Myanmar to move to the next steps of the Roadmap. While recogniz-
ing the steps taken by the Myanmar Government to release the leader of the NLD, we continue to express 
concern on the detention of all political detainees and reiterate our calls for their early release.

76. We recognized the fact that Myanmar has tried to address the many and complex challenges she is fac-
ing. We reaffirmed our commitment to remain constructively engaged with Myanmar as part of building 
“one caring and sharing” regional community together.

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

We exchanged views on the following issues:

• Timor-Leste

77. We congratulated Timor-Leste for the orderly and credible conduct of its presidential and parliamentary 
elections this year. We expressed confidence that the leadership of President Jose Ramos-Horta and the fu-
ture Prime Minister of Timor-Leste would be able ensure the political and economic development of Timor-
Leste, and enable the country to further deepen its relations with its neighbours in the region, especially with 
ASEAN Member Countries.

• Iraq

78. We voiced our deep concern over the continued instability in Iraq and reaffirmed our support for the 
Iraqi government and its efforts to ensure unity, security, stability, and prosperity in Iraq. Towards this end, 
we believe that the phased and calibrated withdrawal of foreign forces in Iraq, taking into account the condi-
tions on the ground, will contribute towards bringing normalcy. We welcomed the outcomes of the interna-
tional meetings in Baghdad and Sharm El-Sheikh towards expediting national reconciliation and reconstruc-
tions that is crucial to the attainment of peace, security and developments in Iraq.

• Middle East

79. We expressed deep concern over the situation in the Middle East and the need for substantial progress in 
the quest for a just, lasting and comprehensive peace in the Middle East. We welcomed the Quartet’s reaf-
firmation of their commitments made in Lisbon on 19 July 2007 to bring an end to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and to undertake serious efforts towards the establishment of an independent, democratic, and viable 
Palestinian state living side by side with Israel in peace and security, as a step towards a comprehensive, just, 
and lasting peace in the Middle East, consistent with the Roadmap and UN Security Council resolutions. 
We expressed hope that the Palestinians would be able to forge unity among themselves in pursuit of these 
objectives.
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80. We also expressed concern over the report of the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) in May 2007 that Iran had not suspended its enrichment related activities. We urged Iran to 
comply with all relevant UN Security Council resolutions and IAEA requirements and resolutions. We were 
encouraged by the outcome of the recent meetings between the European Union and Iran to find a way to 
restart dialogue between the Permanent Members of the UN Security Council plus Germany and Iran. We 
expressed hope that they will settle all issues standing in the way of negotiations towards a peaceful solution 
to the Iran nuclear issue. We welcomed Iran’s decision to grant IAEA inspectors access to the pilot fuel en-
richment plant in Natanz and view such decision as a significant confidence-building measure on Iran’s part, 
with a view to allowing the IAEA to conclusively determine the exclusively peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear 
programme. The Ministers stressed the urgent need for a diplomatic solution and a comprehensive arrange-
ment with Iran, while respecting Iran’s right to peaceful nuclear energy under safeguards and in accordance 
with its obligations under the Non-Proliferation Treaty.

• Korean Peninsula

81. We stressed that the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula is essential in maintaining the peace and 
stability of the Asia Pacific region and expressed support for the peaceful resolution of the nuclear issue 
through dialogue and negotiation.

82. We welcomed the action taken by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) in shutting down 
the Yongbyon nuclear facility on 15 July 2007 and noted the report of the IAEA verifying the shutdown of 
the facility. We welcomed the announcement of the DPRK that it shall earnestly implement its commitments 
to a complete declaration of all nuclear programs and disablement of all nuclear facilities. We were pleased 
to learn that the DPRK is fully cooperative with the inspectors of the IAEA.

83. We reiterated our support for the Six-Party Talks and welcomed the agreements reached at the resump-
tion of the latest round of talks from 18-20 July 2007 in Beijing, China, that Parties will earnestly fulfil their 
commitments in the Joint Statement of 19 September 2005 and the agreement of 13 February 2007. This 
positive development should be utilized as a strong drive of efforts to promote sustainable peace and secu-
rity in the region. We also stressed the importance of addressing the humanitarian needs in the DPRK.

• Afghanistan

84. The Ministers strongly condemned the abduction and brutal killing of innocent civilians in Afghanistan 
and urged the immediate release of all remaining hostages.

• World Trade Organisation (WTO)

85. We recalled the ASEAN Leaders’ declaration at the 12th ASEAN Summit calling for the resumption of 
the Doha Round. We reiterated ASEAN’s preparedness to contribute constructively in all areas of the Doha 
negotiations, including the importance of the development dimension of the negotiations. We called on all 
WTO Members to push the Doha Development Agenda negotiations forward for the benefit of all Members, 
especially the developing Members.

86. We urged key members of the WTO to show the necessary leadership to hasten the negotiations and reit-
erated our commitment to support the efforts of the Chairs of the negotiating groups and the WTO Director-
General to build consensus on an ambitious and balanced outcome. To this end, we strongly re-affirmed our 
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commitment to a successful completion of the Doha round negotiations this year.

87. We reiterated our support for the early accession of Lao PDR into the WTO. We warmly congratulated 
Viet Nam’s accession to the WTO as its 150th member.

Cooperation with Regional Organisations

88. We agreed to pursue cooperation with other regional organisations that could complement ASEAN’s 
objectives. We agreed to follow up on the results of the Meeting of the Foreign Ministers of ASEAN and 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in September 2006 in New York, including the possible joint meeting 
of the Secretariats of ASEAN and the GCC and a study on the feasibility of having an ASEAN-GCC Free 
Trade Area. We further agreed to continue exploring concrete areas of cooperation with the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation in line with the decision of the Leaders at the 12th ASEAN Summit. We welcomed the 
interest of the League of Arab Nations to engage ASEAN and agreed to explore possible areas of coopera-
tion between the two organizations.

INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

Streamlining of ASEAN Meetings

89. We agreed to rationalise and streamline the ASEAN Summit and ASEAN Ministerial Meeting to im-
prove the substance of those meetings and ensure the effectiveness of its deliberations by holding all 
ASEAN Post-Ministerial Conferences Plus One Sessions with our Dialogue Partners immediately after the 
annual ASEAN Ministerial Meetings starting from July 2008 in Singapore. We recommended that rational-
ization and streamlining of the meetings be also applied to ASEAN sectoral bodies.

Secretary-General of ASEAN

90. We expressed appreciation for the outstanding stewardship and contribution of H.E. Ong Keng Yong to 
ASEAN as the Secretary-General of ASEAN for the period 2003 to 2007. We endorsed Thailand’s nomina-
tion of Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, former Foreign Minister of Thailand, for consideration of our Leaders at the 13th 
ASEAN Summit for his appointment as the new Secretary-General of ASEAN for the period 2008-2012.

41st AMM

91. We elected Singapore as the Chair of the 41st ASEAN Standing Committee and Thailand as the Vice-
Chair. We look forward to the 41st ASEAN Ministerial Meeting / Post Ministerial Conferences / 15th ASE-
AN Regional Forum to be held in July 2008 in Singapore.
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Joint Communique of the 41st ASEAN Ministe-
rial Meeting, “One ASEAN at the Heart of Dynamic 
Asia” Singapore, 21 July 2008

INTRODUCTION

1 We, the Foreign Ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), met at the 41st ASE-
AN Ministerial Meeting (AMM) from 20-21 July 2008 in Singapore. His Excellency George Yeo, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of Singapore and Chairman of the 41st ASEAN Standing Committee (ASC), chaired the 
Meeting. We had wide-ranging and productive discussions under the theme of “One ASEAN at the Heart of 
Dynamic Asia”, during which we reaffirmed our common desire and collective commitment to the establish-
ment of an ASEAN Community of peace, stability, prosperity and social progress.

2 His Excellency Lee Hsien Loong, Prime Minister of Singapore, addressed the Opening Ceremony of the 
41st AMM. Noting that the celebration of ASEAN’s 40th anniversary brought ASEAN closer to the people, 
Prime Minister Lee underlined that fostering our people’s understanding of ASEAN’s relevance to their 
well-being would nurture their sense of belonging to an ASEAN community. This in turn would be critical 
to our integration efforts.

3 Reviewing the past year under Singapore’s Chairmanship of ASEAN, Prime Minister Lee raised two 
events which he believed would continue to define ASEAN in the years ahead. First, ASEAN’s response to 
Cyclone Nargis demonstrated ASEAN’s unity, and showed that ASEAN member countries recognised the 
responsibilities and obligations of membership. While not perfect, the ASEAN-led tripartite process bridged 
the gap of trust between the Myanmar authorities and the international community to facilitate the flow of 
emergency aid to the disaster victims. Only the international community had the capacity to address the 
effects of Cyclone Nargis, and ASEAN welcomed Myanmar’s willingness to continue with the tripartite 
cooperation.

4 Prime Minister Lee also highlighted that the signing of the Charter would help realise the vision of a 
vibrant ASEAN Community by improving ASEAN’s record of implementation through a rules-based frame-
work. He stressed that the timely ratification and implementation of the Charter would be a signal of ASE-
AN’s resolve.

5 Prime Minister Lee underscored that ASEAN could not take its relevance as the preferred platform for 
regional interactions for granted. While ASEAN members may be pre-occupied with pressing domestic is-
sues, it was vital that we continue to move forward on ASEAN cooperation and integration, even if the pace 
may sometimes vary. A thriving ASEAN would be courted by the major powers as an economic power and 
valued as a partner for cooperation to deal with larger regional and global issues.

6 Prime Minister Lee also launched the ASEAN Studies Centre in the Institute of Southeast Asian Stud-
ies in Singapore. The Centre would work closely with the ASEAN Secretariat to undertake policy research 
on ASEAN that would help the organisation grow new capabilities, strengthen its institutions, and enhance 
cooperation among its members.
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BUILDING AN ASEAN COMMUNITY

7 We are pleased with the progress in the implementation of the Leaders’ decisions of the 13th ASEAN 
Summit in Singapore, and agreed to further intensify our integration efforts in all three pillars of the ASEAN 
Community to establish a people-oriented, caring and sharing ASEAN Community by 2015. We reaffirmed 
our resolve to pursue more region-wide cooperation programmes and activities geared towards accelerat-
ing the ASEAN Community-building process. We also reiterated the importance of maintaining ASEAN’s 
central role in regional processes.

The ASEAN Charter

8 We stressed our full commitment to the realisation of the vision set out in the ASEAN Charter that was 
signed by our Leaders on the occasion of the 40th Anniversary of ASEAN last November. With our State-
ment on the ASEAN Charter issued on 21 July 2008, we reaffirmed the commitment by all Member States to 
ratify the ASEAN Charter by the 14th ASEAN Summit in Bangkok, and pledged to undertake all measures 
necessary to ensure expeditious implementation of the Charter.

9 We endorsed the Terms of Reference of the Committee of Permanent Representatives to ASEAN. We 
agreed that each ASEAN Member State would appoint their Permanent Representative to ASEAN at the 
level of Ambassador in Jakarta with effect from 1 January 2009.

10 We reaffirmed our commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights. We set up the High 
Level Panel on an ASEAN human rights body, and endorsed its Terms of Reference. We look forward to the 
High Level Panel’s submission of its first draft of the Terms of Reference of an ASEAN human rights body 
at the 14th ASEAN Summit in December 2008 for our guidance and direction. We noted the reports of the 
7th Workshop on ASEAN Regional Human Rights Mechanism in Singapore on 12-13 June 2008 and the 
Workshop on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Bali on 15-17 May 2008. We further noted 
the work carried out by the non-governmental Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism, 
including the meeting between the open-ended SOM Troika and the Working Group on the sidelines of the 
41st AMM with the objective of facilitating the implementation of the activities under the promotion of hu-
man rights component of the VAP.

11 We are committed to make ASEAN a more rules-based organisation. We established the High Level 
Legal Experts’ Group on Follow Up to the ASEAN Charter and endorsed its Terms of Reference. We look 
forward to the first draft of recommendations on the legal personality of ASEAN, dispute settlement mecha-
nisms and other legal issues by December 2008.

12 In view of the increase in ASEAN’s activities with the coming into force of the ASEAN Charter, we 
noted the importance of strengthening the ASEAN Secretariat and agreed to provide it with adequate re-
sources. We endorsed the recommendations of our Financial Experts Group. We requested for the Secretary-
General to strengthen the Secretariat’s internal systems, in particular its Staff Regulations and Financial 
Rules in order to put in place a more robust system of accountability and financial management. In addi-
tion, as one of the measures to strengthen the Secretariat, we agreed that the appointment of two additional 
Deputy Secretaries-General should be finalised by November 2008. We also tasked our officials to explore 
the idea of an ASEAN laissez-passer for ASEAN Secretariat staff as a valid travel document among ASEAN 
Member States.

Narrowing the Development Gap and Initiative for ASEAN Integration
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13 We agreed to intensify our cooperation to Narrow the Development Gap (NDG) with a view to support-
ing ASEAN’s integration efforts, which is of paramount importance to ASEAN community-building. This 
would also help to ensure the equitable economic development of the region and facilitate the attainment 
of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which would in turn contribute to the well-being of the 
peoples of ASEAN. In this regard, we emphasised the key role of the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI) 
in ASEAN’s overall NDG efforts and look forward to the final draft of the 2nd IAI Work Plan for 2009-
2015 by December 2008. We also noted with appreciation the support and contributions of ASEAN Member 
States and external partners to the implementation of the IAI.

14 We support programmes to uplift existing pockets of under-development in all parts of ASEAN, specifi-
cally in sub-regional areas including BIMP-EAGA and IMT-GT and Mekong sub-regional frameworks.

Vientiane Action Programme

15 We welcomed the progress achieved in the implementation of the Vientiane Action Programme (VAP). 
We tasked our officials to prepare a comprehensive review of the implementation of the Vientiane Action 
Programme to be undertaken in 2008.

16 Noting the adoption of the ASEAN Economic Community Blueprint at the 13th ASEAN Summit in Sin-
gapore last year, and the ongoing work to draft the Blueprints for the ASEAN Political-Security Community 
and ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community as well as the 2nd IAI Work Plan, we agreed to recommend to the 
ASEAN Leaders that these documents be issued as part of a declaration at the 14th ASEAN Summit.

ASEAN POLITICAL-SECURITY COMMUNITY

17 We are pleased with the positive developments in the establishment of the ASEAN Political-Security 
Community (APSC). We took note of the progress made in the drafting of the APSC Blueprint, and further 
noted that the Blueprint should be practical, substantive, action and results-oriented, and have a timetable. 
We look forward to its completion by the 14th ASEAN Summit in Bangkok, Thailand.

Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia

18 We warmly welcome the impending accession by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) 
to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) as a strong signal of the DPRK’s commit-
ment to the peace and security of the region. We noted that the continuing interest in the TAC underscores 
its important role as a key code of conduct governing inter-state relations in Southeast Asia. We also called 
upon other countries, particularly our Dialogue Partners and other interested parties, to consider acceding to 
the TAC. In this regard, we will continue to work to facilitate the accession of the EU to the TAC in the near 
future.

Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone

19 At the Meeting of the Commission on Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) in Singa-
pore on 21 July 2008, we welcomed the progress made in the implementation of the Plan of Action adopted 
by the SEANWFZ Commission in 2007, and reaffirmed the importance of persevering in our efforts to 
strengthen cooperation to implement the Treaty. We instructed our officials to continue to engage the Nu-
clear Weapons States, to secure their accession to the SEANWFZ Protocol as soon as possible. We elected 
Thailand as the incoming Chair of the Commission.
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South China Sea

20 We reaffirmed the continuing importance of the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China 
Sea of 2002 (DOC) as a milestone document between ASEAN and China, embodying our collective com-
mitment to ensure the peaceful resolution of disputes in the area. We believe that the Declaration has been 
effective in building mutual trust and confidence among the claimants in the area and in maintaining peace 
and stability in the region. We underscored the need to intensify efforts to move forward the implementation 
of the Declaration, including the early finalisation of the Guidelines on the Implementation of the DOC. We 
look forward to the eventual conclusion of a Regional Code of Conduct in the South China Sea.

21 We encouraged the continued exercise of self-restraint by all the parties concerned and the promotion 
of confidence-building measures in this area and welcomed their commitment to resolving disputes in the 
South China Sea by peaceful means in conformity with the spirit of the DOC and recognised principles of 
international law including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

ASEAN Regional Forum

22 We reaffirmed the role of ASEAN as the primary driving force of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) 
process and the ARF as the primary forum in enhancing political and security dialogue and cooperation 
in the Asia-Pacific region. We agreed that the ARF should undertake concrete cooperation to address the 
increasingly complex and multi-faceted security challenges confronting the region, through cooperation in 
areas such as counter-terrorism and transnational crime, non-proliferation and disarmament, maritime secu-
rity, disaster relief, and combating communicable diseases. We also looked forward to the discussions at the 
upcoming 15th ARF on 24 July 2008, in particular, to have a comprehensive review of the ARF process and 
consider its future direction.

ASEAN Maritime Forum

23 We noted the Concept Paper for the Establishment of the ASEAN Maritime Forum, which could provide 
a platform for comprehensive deliberations and dialogues among relevant ASEAN bodies on maritime is-
sues. We noted the offer by the Government of Indonesia to host the First Meeting of the ASEAN Maritime 
Forum in 2009.

Transnational Crimes

24 We reaffirmed our commitment to enhance further cooperation and to promote the entry into force of the 
ASEAN Convention on Counter Terrorism as soon as possible. We also recognized the process of develop-
ing an ASEAN Comprehensive Plan of Action on Counter-Terrorism by the SOMTC. We also recognized 
the increasing trend of the offences of trafficking in persons in our region. In this regard, we noted the AM-
MTC’s endeavour to explore the possibility of developing an ASEAN Convention on Trafficking in Persons. 
We noted ASEAN’s efforts to enhance cooperation on the issue of extradition and noted with appreciation 
the convening of the Workshop held in Singapore on 22-23 May 2008.

ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY

25 We underscored ASEAN’s commitment to establish a single market and production base characterised by 
a competitive economic region, with equitable economic development and one that is fully integrated into 
the global economy.
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26 We welcomed the ongoing implementation of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) Blueprint, 
which was adopted by the Leaders at the 13th ASEAN Summit in Singapore in November 2007, and the 
imminent launch of the AEC Scorecard, a monitoring mechanism intended to help ensure compliance with 
the provisions of the AEC Blueprint. We noted the significant progress made in the areas of trade in goods, 
services and investment. We viewed these developments with satisfaction, as proof of ASEAN’s commit-
ment to maintain and strengthen its credibility and effectiveness, by transforming itself into a rules-based 
organisation.

27 We welcomed the progress in negotiations by the Transport Sectoral on the implementing Multilateral 
Agreements (MAs) for the Roadmap for the Integration of Air Travel Sector (RIATS). We welcomed the 
Joint Ministerial Statement of the 13th ASEAN Transport Ministers’ Meeting in Singapore in November 
2007, and looked forward to the signing of the ASEAN Multilateral Agreement on the Full Liberalisation of 
Air Freight Services and the Multilateral Agreement on Air Services by the ASEAN Transport Ministers.

ASEAN SOCIO-CULTURAL COMMUNITY

28 We underscored the importance of the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) to address the re-
gion’s aspiration to further improve the well-being of its peoples through investing in human resource 
development, enhancing food security and safety, protecting the environment, protecting people from natural 
disasters and infectious diseases, and pursuing cooperative activities that are people-oriented. The ASCC 
shall lay the foundation for greater understanding and good neighbourliness, and build a shared sense of 
identity and responsibility in ASEAN. We were pleased with the progress made in the drafting of the ASCC 
Blueprint and looked forward to the adoption of an action-oriented and substantive document by the 14th 
ASEAN Summit in Bangkok, Thailand.

29 We expressed our satisfaction at the fast-growing people-to-people linkages, especially among our 
youths, as we continue to build deeper understanding, friendship and mutual respect among our countries. 
We commended the efforts and initiatives of the ASEAN Member States in promoting greater ASEAN 
awareness and strengthening existing cultural links through projects like the “ASEAN Quest” video game, 
the “Trail of Civilisation” and the “Best of ASEAN Performing Arts”, which aim to regularly showcase 
ASEAN’s best arts and cultural performances to regional and international audiences. We looked forward to 
the celebration of ASEAN Day on 8 August by all ASEAN Member States.

30 We further stressed the need to integrate education priorities into ASEAN’s development agenda, and 
hone the skills and talents of our peoples to boost the region’s overall competitiveness, in order to reap the 
fruits of globalisation.

31 We expressed our satisfaction with the progress made in the implementation of the Guidelines for the 
Provision of Emergency Assistance by ASEAN Missions in Third Countries to Nationals of ASEAN Mem-
ber States in Crisis Situations, following our July 2006 Statement on this issue.

Energy, Environment, Climate Change and Sustainable Development

32 We stressed the need to address the issues of energy security, sustainable agriculture and environmental 
protection in a comprehensive manner. We expressed our appreciation for the efforts undertaken by the rel-
evant ASEAN Sectoral Bodies to follow up on the outcomes of the Leaders’ discussions at the 13th ASEAN 
Summit and related meetings on the theme of “Energy, Environment, Climate Change and Sustainable 
Development”. We encouraged the relevant ASEAN Sectoral Bodies to develop concrete programmes and 
activities to implement measures and enhance international and regional cooperation to combat transbound-
ary environmental pollution, including haze pollution, through, among other things, capacity building, en-
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hancing public awareness, strengthening law enforcement, promoting environmentally sustainable practices, 
as well as combating illegal logging and its associated illegal trade.

Disaster Management

33 We are pleased to note that the ASEAN Humanitarian Task Force had effectively delivered humanitar-
ian assistance to the victims and survivors of Cyclone Nargis. This first ASEAN-led mechanism involving 
ASEAN Member States individually and collectively, as well as the United Nations and the international 
community, had brought positive results. The post-cyclone emergency relief operations have underlined the 
urgency for ASEAN to further strengthen cooperation in mitigating large-scale disaster situations. As we 
strengthen our collective efforts in disaster management, we should maintain credibility by ensuring more 
open access and accountability. We acknowledged ASEAN Member States’ contributions and sharing of 
experiences from the post-tsunami relief and recovery efforts in extending humanitarian assistance to Myan-
mar. We also expressed appreciation to the ASEAN Humanitarian Task Force and the Tripartite Core Group 
for their dedication and hard work in discharging their tasks. We welcomed the release of the Post-Nargis 
Joint Assessment (PONJA) report. We agreed that the ASEAN-led mechanism should continue for another 
year until 2009 to support the humanitarian effort in Myanmar.

34 Recognising Southeast Asia as one of the most natural disaster prone regions, we reaffirmed our commit-
ment to intensify our cooperation as well as with other countries and international organisations in the areas 
of disaster relief and management. In this regard, we called for the full ratification of the ASEAN Agree-
ment on Disaster Management and Emergency Response (AADMER), which provides for effective regional 
mechanisms to mitigate the impact of disasters in the region. We also looked forward to the operationalisa-
tion of the ASEAN Standby Arrangements and Standard Operating Procedures and commended the efforts 
of the interim ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management (AHA 
Centre) in Jakarta. We called upon the relevant Sectoral Bodies and the ASEAN Secretariat to work towards 
the establishment of a fully functional AHA Centre.

Culture and Information

35 We also expressed satisfaction at the significant number of projects and activities that were implemented 
in the culture and information sectors to promote the rich and vast cultures of ASEAN, and looked forward 
to the new ASEAN Anthem, which will be chosen through an ASEAN-wide competition organised by Thai-
land with the support of the ASEAN Committee on Culture and Information (COCI).

Labour

36 We look forward to the convening of the ASEAN Committee on the Implementation of the ASEAN Dec-
laration on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers before the 14th ASEAN Summit 
in Bangkok in December 2008, pursuant to the Declaration which our Leaders signed on 13 January 2007 
in Cebu, and our Statement of 30 July 2007 on the Establishment of the ASEAN Committee on the Imple-
mentation of the ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers. 
We expressed support for the Philippines’ hosting of the 2nd Meeting of the Global Forum on Migration and 
Development in October 2008 with the theme “Protecting and Empowering Migrants for Development”.

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

37 We agreed to continue strengthening ASEAN’s relations with our external partners. We underscored the 
importance of further deepening and broadening our cooperation in various fields with our Dialogue Partners 
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as a critical part of ASEAN’s efforts to build a closely integrated community. In particular, we looked for-
ward to the appointment of ambassadors to ASEAN from Dialogue Partners.

38 We agreed that our cooperation with Dialogue Partners should focus on key areas such as energy and 
food security, terrorism and transnational crimes, poverty reduction, sustainable forest management and 
climate change, communicable diseases and disaster relief and response.

39 We reiterated our commitment to push ahead with the FTA negotiations with Australia and New Zealand, 
the EU and India. We also welcomed the progress made in the ongoing negotiations on the investment agree-
ments with China and the Republic of Korea, and looked forward to the early entry into force of the ASE-
AN-Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement. Besides economic benefits, the FTAs between 
ASEAN and its Dialogue Partners are also strategic linkages that will bind our regions even closer together.

40 We agreed that we should conclude as soon as possible the MOU on the Second Phase of the ASEAN-
Australia Development Cooperation Programme (AADCP II). We took note that the AADCP II would focus 
on strengthening the ASEAN Secretariat’s institutional capacity to effectively implement its mandate as 
well as supporting regional mechanisms and capacity for implementation of ASEAN Economic Community 
Blueprint activities.

41 We looked forward to the finalisation of the MOU on the establishment of the ASEAN-China Centre to 
further deepen our cooperation in all areas.

42 We looked forward to the launch of the ASEAN-Korea Centre to further enhance our cooperation in 
the areas of trade, investment, tourism and cultural exchange by end 2008. We supported the proposal to 
convene an ASEAN-ROK Commemorative Summit in 2009 to celebrate the 20th anniversary of relations 
between ASEAN and the Republic of Korea.

43 We also looked forward to adopting the Roadmap on the Implementation of the ASEAN-Russia Com-
prehensive Programme of Action, at this year’s ASEAN Post Ministerial Session with Russia. We expressed 
confidence that this Roadmap will help to promote mutual understanding, increase people-to-people interac-
tion and facilitate cooperation projects between ASEAN and Russia.

44 We noted the launch of the ASEAN Development Vision to Advance National Cooperation and Economic 
Integration (ADVANCE) programme initiated by the US in February 2008. The ADVANCE programme 
sets to implement the goals of the ASEAN-US Cooperation Plan, the ASEAN-US Enhanced Partnership, the 
ASEAN-US Trade and Investment Framework Arrangement (TIFA) and the Vientiane Action Programme 
(VAP). We also welcomed the appointment of the first US Ambassador for ASEAN Affairs.

45 We expressed our appreciation to India for its contribution of US$1 million to operationalise the ASEAN-
India Science and Technology Fund, which demonstrated India’s firm commitment to further its cooperation 
with ASEAN. We expressed our readiness to work closely with India to expeditiously establish the initia-
tive on ASEAN-India Green Fund. We looked forward to the implementation of more collaborative projects 
between ASEAN and India in this area.

46 We recalled the adoption of the 2nd Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation and the ASEAN Plus Three 
Cooperation Work Plan (2007 - 2017) at the 11th ASEAN Plus Three Summit in Singapore. In this regard, 
we welcomed the completion of the Terms of Reference for the ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation Fund and 
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looked forward to the establishment of the Fund. We expressed confidence that the priority areas set out in 
the Cooperation Work Plan can be implemented without delay.

47 Recalling our Leaders’ substantive discussions at the 3rd East Asia Summit in Singapore, we reaffirmed 
the value of continued cooperation within the EAS. As the EAS develops, we stressed the importance of 
ensuring follow-up actions in areas as mandated by the Leaders. We looked forward to the upcoming EAS 
Foreign Ministers’ Informal Consultations on 22 July 2008 as an opportunity to discuss regional and interna-
tional issues, and consider the future direction of the EAS.

48 We welcomed the enhancement of the ASEAN-UN Partnership which has been marked by events such as 
the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding in September 2007 and the ASEAN-led humanitarian as-
sistance for the victims of Cyclone Nargis. We recommended the convening of the 3rd ASEAN-UN Summit 
back-to-back with the 14th ASEAN Summit in Bangkok in December 2008.

49 We agreed to pursue cooperation with other regional organisations that could complement ASEAN’s ob-
jectives. In this regard, we welcomed the invitation from Brazil, the pro tempore president of MERCOSUR, 
to attend the inaugural ASEAN-MERCOSUR Ministerial Meeting in Brasilia on 24 November 2008. We 
looked forward to the meeting that would deepen the engagement between both sides. We also looked for-
ward to the convening of a full-fledged ASEAN-Gulf Cooperation Council Ministerial Meeting in Thailand 
in 2009 to take ASEAN-GCC relations in the areas of inter alia, trade and investment, tourism, and energy 
security to a higher plane.

Developments in Myanmar

50 We took note of the briefing by Myanmar on the recent developments in the process of national reconcili-
ation and its peaceful transition to democracy, as envisaged in the roadmap to democracy; in particular, the 
adoption of the State Constitution of 2008 by referendum. We urged Myanmar to take bolder steps towards a 
peaceful transition to democracy in the near future, and working towards the holding of free and fair General 
Elections in 2010. While recognising the steps undertaken by the Government of Myanmar to conduct meet-
ings with all concerned parties, including the NLD leadership, we reiterated our calls for the release of all 
political detainees, including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, to pave the way for meaningful dialogue involving all 
parties concerned.

51 We recognised the fact that Myanmar has tried to address many and complex challenges. We reaffirmed 
our commitment to remain constructively engaged with Myanmar as part of building the ASEAN Communi-
ty. We encouraged Myanmar to continue to work closely with the Good Offices of the UN Secretary-General 
and his Special Advisor Ibrahim Gambari in ensuring an inclusive process towards national reconciliation. 
In this regard, we welcomed Myanmar’s agreement to the upcoming visits of Mr. Tomas Ojea Quintana, 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar in August 2008, and Professor Ibrahim 
Gambari in August 2008, and reiterated our call for Myanmar to extend its full support for their missions.

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

Food and Energy Security

52 We discussed how the mounting challenge posed by rising oil and food prices poses a serious challenge 
to our peoples’ welfare as well as our countries’ continued economic development. On the issue of food se-
curity, we affirmed that access to adequate and reliable supply of staples, and stable prices were fundamental 
to the region’s economic and social well-being. To address rising food prices, we stressed the importance of 
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regional and international efforts to ensure the efficient functioning of market forces, as well as to come up 
with longer term agricultural solutions. We encouraged all countries to do away with price-distorting export 
subsidies and other protectionist policies and to provide market access to competitive food exports.

53 We are concerned that the recent volatility and rise of oil prices has adversely affected our economies. We 
reiterated the need for regional and international efforts to ensure the efficient functioning of market forces 
and to enhance the region’s energy security in a sustainable manner through greater cooperation measures 
such as improving energy efficiency and conservation.

Financial Cooperation

54 We exchanged views on the global financial situation, especially in the wake of last year’s sub-prime 
mortgage crisis. While the risk of sudden rapid deterioration in the near term has somewhat abated, we 
stressed the importance of ensuring sound fiscal and monetary policies.

Cross-Strait Relations

55 We welcomed the positive development in relations across the Taiwan Strait. We expressed our hope that 
cross-Strait relations would continue to improve.

Korean Peninsula

56 We reaffirmed that the denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula is essential in maintaining peace and 
security in the region, and expressed our full support for the Six-Party Talks to continue its deliberations in 
resolving the North Korean nuclear issue. We noted the political will of relevant parties to implement their 
respective commitments and welcomed the convening of the meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the Six-
Party Talks at the sidelines of the 15th ARF.

Iraq

57 We remained concerned over the continued violence in Iraq despite recent indications that the security 
situation has improved. We strongly urged all parties to resolve their political differences peacefully and 
work towards durable peace and security in the country. We were encouraged by the resilience of the Iraqi 
people and reaffirmed our support for the national reconciliation process aimed at constructing a unified and 
stable Iraq. To this end, we voiced strong support for the efforts of the Iraqi Government to conduct provin-
cial polls in October 2008 as part of its nation building efforts.

Middle East

58 We were encouraged by the diplomatic efforts to move all tracks of the peace process forward in the 
quest for a just, lasting and comprehensive peace in the Middle East. We urged the Israeli and Palestin-
ian sides to continue efforts towards reaching an agreement consistent with the Roadmap and UN Security 
Council resolutions. We welcomed the Israel-Hamas ceasefire of 19 June 2008 and the efforts at brokering 
the deal. We encouraged the Palestinians to forge unity amongst themselves in pursuit of an independent, 
democratic and viable Palestinian state living side-by-side with Israel in peace and security.
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59 We further welcomed the election of the new president of Lebanon and hope that all parties would be 
able to resolve their differences to ensure a stable and secure Lebanon.

60 We urge the continuation of renewed Israel-Syria indirect talks to contribute towards achieving lasting 
peace and stability in the Middle East.

61 We welcomed the convening of the Ministerial Meeting of the New Asian African Strategic Partnership 
on Capacity-building for Palestine in Jakarta on 14 July 2008 organised jointly by the Government of In-
donesia and the Government of South Africa. We welcomed the outcome of the Meeting which shows our 
commitment to assist the Palestinian people.

Asia-Middle East Dialogue (AMED)

62 We welcomed the successful second meeting of the Asia-Middle East Dialogue (AMED II) in Sharm El 
Sheikh, Egypt from 5-6 April 2008. We commend Egypt’s chairmanship of AMED II, which has sustained 
the momentum and interest of Asia and the Middle East in strengthening ties and deepening engagement to 
foster greater mutual understanding and cooperation. We also welcomed Thailand’s offer to host the next 
AMED meeting, and Singapore’s proposal to host an AMED Media Roundtable in 2009.

World Trade Organisation

63 We note that there is a WTO Ministerial Meeting taking place in Geneva on 21 July 2008. It is important 
that the meeting be able to push forward the negotiations for the Doha Development Agenda for the benefit 
of all WTO members. We also expressed our support for the early accession of the Lao PDR into the WTO.

42nd ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING

64 We elected Thailand as the Chair of the 42nd ASC and Viet Nam as the Vice-Chair. We looked forward to 
the 42nd AMM/PMC/16th ARF to be held in July 2009 in Thailand.
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Joint Communiqué of the 
44th ASEAN Foreign Ministers Meeting, 

Bali, Indonesia, 19 July 2011 

    “ASEAN Community in a Global Community of Nations” 

 
INTRODUCTION  
 
1. The 44th ASEAN Foreign Ministers Meeting (AMM) held on 19 July 2011 in Bali, 
Indonesia, was chaired by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia, 
His Excellency Dr. R.M. Marty M. Natalegawa, as the Chair of ASEAN in 2011. We, the 
Foreign Ministers of the Association of the South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), had 
substantive and productive discussions under the theme of “ASEAN Community in a 
Global Community of Nations”. 
 
2. His Excellency Dr. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, President of the Republic of 
Indonesia, attended the Opening Ceremony of the 44th AMM, delivered an Opening 
Address and officially opened the 44th AMM/PMC/18th ARF. Highlighting ASEAN’s 
Community building efforts, the dynamic situation in the region and the world, and in 
moving forward, President Yudhoyono underlined several pertinent agendas, among 
others: the peaceful resolution of internal disputes and paving the way for the 
launching of an ASEAN Institute for Peace and Reconciliation; to immediately finalize 
the Guidelines on the Implementation of the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in 
the South China Sea (DOC) and commence the discussion of identifying elements of a 
regional code of conduct (COC); to continue to engage and encourage the Nuclear 
Weapon States to accede, at the earliest, to the Protocol of the Treaty on the Southeast 
Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone; to ensure ASEAN as a driving force in the regional 
architecture; maximizing its role in building peace and stability in the region and in 
the wider region; meaningful cooperation with its external partners, in particular, on 
the promotion of peace, cooperation and stability, disaster relief management, people 
smuggling and trafficking in persons; to lend support for Timor-Leste’s intention to 
become a member of ASEAN; to realize a people-centered ASEAN by further 
enhancing people-to-people contact through the power of technology; improving the 
quality of life to the people in the region and to develop a “locally integrated and 
globally connected” ASEAN Connectivity as well as reaffirming a vision of ASEAN 
Community in A Global Community of Nations. 
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3. The Meeting was convened amidst ASEAN’s ongoing efforts in building the 
ASEAN Community, to be achieved by 2015. This endeavour reinforces the relative 
peace and stability enjoyed by the region. In a wider scope, the global economy 
continued its fragile recovery from the financial crisis and was marked by the 
growing importance of the emerging economies, including those in Asia, in the 
recovery process. 
 
4. In response to the current milieu, it is imperative that ASEAN continues to 
enhance its regional resilience in order to cope with challenges and make use of 
opportunities. In this connection, we reaffirmed our commitment to achieve the 
targeted establishment of the ASEAN Community by 2015 by ensuring the 
implementation of the ASEAN Charter and the Roadmap for an ASEAN Community 
2009-2015, as well as by addressing other emerging issues which would solidify 
ASEAN integration and resilience, with endeavours to create a common approach to 
peace, security, stability, and prosperity. While pursuing these commitments, we 
underscored the importance of the engagement and participation of the peoples of 
ASEAN, including all stakeholders within ASEAN. 
 
5. While accelerating our community-building efforts, we stressed the need for 
ASEAN to remain outward-looking that can make significant contributions to regional 
and global peace and prosperity. We will continue to work with our partners to create 
a conducive environment in the East Asia region that is characterized by mutual 
beneficial cooperation through various ASEAN-led fora for peace, common security, 
common stability, and common prosperity. By developing a common platform, we 
will also work together to develop common positions to effectively address the 
regional and global issues of common concerns and interests. 

 
6. In pursuing the fundamental goals as mentioned above, we remained steadfast 
in our commitment to implement and realize the outcomes of the 18th ASEAN Summit, 
7-8 May 2011 in Jakarta, Indonesia.  
   
 
I. ASEAN COMMUNITY-BUILDING  
 
Roadmap for an ASEAN Community 

 
7. We welcome the progress that has been made in the implementation of the 
Roadmap for an ASEAN Community 2009-2015, the Master Plan on ASEAN 
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Connectivity and the IAI Work Plan. In some areas, wide-ranging activities and 
programs have been developed and set in motion, including those in cooperation with 
ASEAN’s Dialogue and External Partners. We realized that to further enhance and 
improve the implementation of the three Community Building Blueprints requires our 
collective resolve and commitment are required in order to achieve an outward-looking, 
peaceful, stable and prosperous Southeast Asia region. We encourage sectoral bodies 
across the three Community pillars to accelerate the implementation of relevant action 
lines in order to ensure that all three Community pillars progress in concert, in synergy, 
and are mutually reinforcing. 
 
8. We are determined to implement the commitments and to achieve the targets set 
in the updated list of ASEAN Community Building – Annual Targets of 2011. The 
evolving schedule of targets is helping ASEAN monitor the implementation of key action 
lines under the Roadmap for ASEAN Community. We expressed our pledge to exert our 
utmost efforts to integrate our commitments into national policies and programs as 
well as to achieve those targets. We remain committed to support the ASEAN 
Coordinating Council (ACC) and the three Community Councils in implementing and 
developing the annual targeted achievements as well as in reviewing the progress of 
the implementation of the Community Blueprints. We tasked the Committee of 
Permanent Representatives with the support of the ASEAN Secretariat to report on the 
progress of the annual targets list to the ASEAN Coordinating Council and the 19th 
ASEAN Summit in Bali, 17 November 2011. 
 
9. We welcome finalization of the Rules of Procedure for Conclusion of 
International Agreements by ASEAN and Rules of Procedure for the Interpretation of 
the ASEAN Charter. We welcome the extension of the mandate of the ASEAN SOM 
Working Group on HLEG’s Remaining Legal Instruments to finalize the remaining 
Rules for Reference of Non-Compliances to the ASEAN Summit. We also tasked the 
ASEAN SOM to consider the establishment of an ASEAN legal committee 
 
10. We took note of the updating of the Annex 1 of the ASEAN Charter by the ASEAN 
Secretary-General as recommended by the CPR. 
 
ASEAN Political-Security Community (APSC) 
 
11. We are encouraged by the progress in the implementation of the ASEAN Political 
Security Community (APSC) Blueprint. As there were different paces in which the 
action lines were being implemented, we expressed our commitment to redouble our 
efforts in ensuring the Blueprint’s timely implementation in order to achieve results, 
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while recognizing the different capacity and capability of ASEAN Member States to 
undertake the stipulated actions in the Blueprint.  
 
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia 
 
12. We acknowledged the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) 
has had a significant role as a code of conduct governing inter-state relations in the 
region. We reaffirmed our commitment to the principles enshrined in the TAC, and we 
would seek to foster greater cooperation and understanding among High Contracting 
Parties and to help promote peace and harmony in the region. 

 
13. We welcome the accession of non-ASEAN Member States to the TAC. We are 
encouraged by the continued interest of other non-ASEAN Member States to accede to 
it as a positive signal of commitment to strengthen cooperation with ASEAN and to 
peace and security in the region. We look forward to the ratification of the Third 
Protocol Amending the TAC by all High Contracting Parties so that the EU can accede 
to the TAC. We look forward to the accession of Canada to the Third Protocol of the 
TAC.  
 
Conflict Resolution and Peacekeeping Cooperation  
 
14. We emphasized the importance of enhancing cooperation in capacity-building in 
the areas of conflict prevention, conflict management, conflict resolution, 
peacekeeping and post-conflict peace building, including demining activities, in order 
to strengthen the vital role of ASEAN Member States in supporting effective efforts in 
the maintenance of regional peace and security.  
 
15. We welcome the progress made in the implementation of the ASEAN Leaders’ 
Joint Statement on the Establishment of an ASEAN Institute for Peace and 
Reconciliation (AIPR) which contributes to sustainable peace in the region and beyond. 
In line with the decision of the ASEAN Leaders at the 18th ASEAN Summit, we have 
had a deep discussion on the matter, and agreed to a set of recommendations of the 
AIPR to be submitted to the 19th ASEAN Summit. 
 
16. We further acknowledged the importance of advancing conflict prevention, 
conflict management, conflict resolution, peacekeeping and post-conflict peace 
building efforts by strengthening the cooperation, networks, training and capacity 
building within ASEAN and connecting such efforts with similar regional as well as 
global efforts.  
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17. We acknowledged that peacekeeping has become multidimensional in nature, 
consisting of military, police, and civilian components, carrying out a wide range of 
mandated tasks, including inter alia, peace agreement observations, mediation, conflict 
resolution and post-conflict peace building. We further acknowledged the importance 
for ASEAN Member States to adapt to this development and create synergies with 
other regional and global institutions with a view to strengthen its networks and 
capacities in support of United Nations (UN) peacekeeping missions. We underscored 
that this effort would elevate the vital role of ASEAN Member States to contribute and 
support UN peacekeeping operations.  

 
18. In this regard, we welcome the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ adoption of the concept 
paper on establishing an ASEAN Peacekeeping Centres’ Network during the 5th ASEAN 
Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) on 19 May 2011 in Jakarta. We encouraged efforts 
to strengthen the coordination between various ASEAN sectoral bodies contributing to 
peacekeeping operations, such as the ADMM, ADMM Plus Experts’ Working Group on 
PKO, and the ARF Peacekeeping Experts’ Meeting, to create synergies in their works 
and further contribute to ASEAN’s endeavours in UN Peacekeeping Missions. 
 
Good Governance  
 
19. We emphasized the importance of good governance for national development 
and prosperity, as well as for the promotion of peaceful, just, equitable and prosperous 
environment in the region, contributing to the full achievement of an ASEAN 
Community by 2015. In this regard, we further encouraged the exchange of 
experiences and best practices as well as enhance dialogue and partnership among 
governments, private sectors, and other relevant organizations to promote new ideas 
and methods to foster, among others, transparency, accountability, participatory, and 
effective governance. We, therefore, tasked our SOM in coordination with relevant 
sectoral bodies to further develop this agenda.  
 
ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights 
 
20. We welcome the progress of the work of the ASEAN Intergovernmental 
Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) in the promotion and protection of human 
rights in the region in accordance with the ASEAN Charter and Terms of Reference of 
the AICHR. We welcome the commencement of the drafting of an ASEAN Human Rights 
Declaration and took note of the annual report of the AICHR which reflects the 
progress of the work of the AICHR since its establishment in October 2009. Bearing in 
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mind that human rights is a cross-cutting issue that is being dealt with in several 
sectoral bodies, we encouraged proper alignment between relevant ASEAN sectoral 
bodies dealing with human rights with AICHR as the overarching human rights 
institution in ASEAN. 

 
Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) Treaty 
 
21. We re-emphasized the importance of preserving the Southeast Asian region as a 
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone and free of all other weapons of mass destruction as 
enshrined in the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) 
and the ASEAN Charter. We underscored the importance to move forward the 
implementation of the Plan of Action to Strengthen the Treaty on SEANWFZ and agreed 
to exert greater efforts to ensure that various programs and activities indicated in the 
Plan of Action are carried out. In this regard, we welcome the decision of the SEANWFZ 
Commission to review the Plan of Action of the implementation of the SEANWFZ 
Treaty (2007-2012). We are encouraged by the recent progress in formulating ASEAN 
discussion points with regard to outstanding issues related to the SEANWFZ Treaty. We 
look forward to direct informal consultations between ASEAN and the Nuclear Weapon 
States with a view to finalizing their accession to the SEANWFZ Protocol as well as to 
gather their full support for the ASEAN-sponsored UNGA Resolution on the SEANWFZ 
Treaty in the upcoming 66th UNGA. We also look forward to the submission and 
eventual adoption by consensus of the 66th United Nations General Assembly draft 
resolution on the SEANWFZ Treaty. 
 
South China Sea 

 
22. We discussed in depth the recent developments in the South China Sea and 
expressed serious concern over the recent incidents. In this regard, we stressed the 
importance of maintaining peace, and stability in the South China Sea, the continued 
exercise of self-restraint by all parties concerned, and the promotion of 
confidence-building measures in this area. We further reaffirmed the importance and 
continued relevance of the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China 
Sea (DOC) of 2002, as a milestone document between ASEAN Member States and China, 
embodying their collective commitment to promoting peace, stability and mutual trust 
and to ensuring the peaceful resolution of disputes in the area, in accordance with 
universally recognized principles of international law, including the 1982 United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). We called on all parties to 
respect the freedom of navigation in and over-flight above the South China Sea as 
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provided for by the universally recognized principles of international law, including the 
1982 UNCLOS.  

 
23. We stressed the importance of promoting a peaceful, friendly and cooperative 
environment in the South China Sea, and the continued constructive dialogue between 
ASEAN and China in this regard. Subsequently, we look forward to the finalization of 
the Guidelines at the upcoming ASEAN-China Senior Officials’ Meeting on the 
Implementation of the DOC. 
 
24. Building upon the momentum of the 20th Anniversary of the Establishment of 
ASEAN-China Dialogue Relations in 2011 and the 10th Anniversary of the signing of the 
DOC in 2012, we initiated discussion in ASEAN on a regional Code of Conduct in the 
South China Sea (COC). We look forward to intensive discussion in ASEAN on a 
regional Code of Conduct in South China Sea (COC). In this regard, we tasked the 
ASEAN SOM to work on the development of the COC and submit a progress report to 
the 19th ASEAN Summit. 
 
25. While pursuing the above undertakings, we underline the importance of 
optimizing ongoing Track 2 mechanisms on the South China Sea, including the regular 
Workshop on Managing Potential Conflicts in the South China Sea organized by 
Indonesia. We noted that, in its 20 years of existence, the Workshop has been able to 
encourage cooperation with a view to fostering trust and understanding among its 
participants. We looked forward to the further progress of the upcoming Workshop 
which could set a meaningful example of cooperation and collaboration among parties 
concerned. 
 
26. We noted with appreciation the proposal of the Philippines on a Zone of Peace, 
Freedom, Friendship and Cooperation (ZoPFF/C) and tasked the ASEAN SOM with the 
assistance from maritime legal experts to seriously study the proposal. We welcome the 
offer of the Philippines to host the maritime legal experts meeting in September 2011, 
report to the SOM, and make recommendations to the Foreign Ministers prior to the 
19th ASEAN Summit in November 2011. 
 
ASEAN Security Outlook (ASO) 
 
27. We welcome the finalization of the ASEAN Security Outlook (ASO) standardized 
format by the SOM-ADSOM Joint Working Group (JWG). We reinforced the 
importance of the ASO in promoting transparency in security-related policies. We 
encouraged further contribution to the ASO, and looked forward to its first annual 
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publication in the near future after due consideration by the ADMM and the APSC 
Council, Encouraged by the effective and productive joint collaboration by the JWG, 
we further recommended the continuation of the work of the JWG and the close 
coordination needed between the ASEAN SOM and ADSOM on various agendas under 
the APSC Blueprint.  
 
Defence and Security Cooperation 
 
28. We welcome the outcomes of the 5th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting held on 
19 May 2011 in Jakarta and reiterated its role in pursuing defence and security 
cooperation issues. We are encouraged by the Defence Ministers adoption of their 
new Three-Year Work Program, and concept papers on Peacekeeping Centers’ 
Network and Defence Industry Cooperation to elevate the regional defence 
cooperation. We also welcome the establishment of the ADMM-Plus Experts Working 
Groups on Maritime Security, Peacekeeping Operations, Counter-terrorism, 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief, and Military Medicine. We supported 
and expressed our optimism with the meaningful progress and endeavours on 
defence and security cooperation matters as part of ASEAN’s community-building 
process. 
 
29. We welcome the entry into force of the ASEAN Convention on Counter-Terrorism 
(ACCT) and urged the ratification of the ACCT by ASEAN Member States that have not 
done so. We urged the effective implementation of the ASEAN Comprehensive Plan of 
Action on Counter-Terrorism through, inter alia, addressing the root causes of 
terrorism, enhancing cooperation on de-radicalization and promoting moderation. 
 
30. We underlined the importance of the follow-up of the Leaders’ Joint Statement 
in Enhancing Cooperation against Trafficking of Persons in South East Asia, adopted 
at the 18th ASEAN Summit in Jakarta, particularly to accelerate the consideration of 
an ASEAN Convention on Trafficking in Persons. We are determined to support the 
work of relevant ASEAN sectoral bodies in following up the decisions of the Leaders. 
We also expressed appreciation of the work of the Bali Process on People Smuggling, 
Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime, which developed practical 
solutions through inter alia, establishing networks and collaboration among legal and 
law enforcement practitioners in the region. 

 
31. We welcome the upcoming 2nd ASEAN Maritime Forum to be held in Pattaya, 
Thailand, on 17-19 August 2011. We stressed the need to strengthen this Forum and 
utilize it as a means to identify maritime cooperation and discuss different ways to 
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ensure the safety and security of our seas and the region, including search and rescue 
(SAR), and to provide solutions to current and emerging maritime-related issues and 
challenges. We recommended that further efforts shall be built upon the encouraging 
results from the 1st ASEAN Maritime Forum in Surabaya, Indonesia, last year. We 
welcome the offer of the Philippines to host the 3rd AMF in 2012. 
 
ASEAN Common Visa 
 
32. We reaffirmed our commitment to accelerate the easing of visa requirements for 
ASEAN nationals as provided by the prioritized projects of the Master Plan on ASEAN 
Connectivity. We noted the ASEAN Tourism Ministers’ discussions in January 2011, 
which included elements of a single visa in the ASEAN Tourism Strategic Plan 
2011-2015. We tasked ASEAN SOM to collaborate with the Directors-General of 
Immigration Departments and Heads of Consular Affairs Divisions of Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs Meeting (DGICM) and other relevant sectoral bodies to study the 
implementation of a progressive visa relaxation as well as the possible establishment of 
an ASEAN common visa for non-ASEAN nationals and report to the 19th ASEAN 
Summit. 
 
Biennial Review of the APSC Blueprint 
 
33. We emphasized the importance of better coordination among different sectoral 
bodies under the APSC and commended the report of the Chairman of the APSC 
Council to the 18th ASEAN Summit. We realized the necessity to continually ensure 
that the Blueprint is relevant, and in line with current developments and with ASEAN’s 
vision beyond 2015. In this regard, we look forward to the convening of the 6th 
Coordinating Conference for the ASEAN Security Community Plan of Action (ASCCO), 
to be held in September 2011 at the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, which will undertake 
an effective and beneficial Biennial Review and evaluation of the APSC Blueprint. We 
are fully confident that our relevant ASEAN sectoral bodies will participate and 
contribute actively in the Biennial Review with a view to strengthen the APSC 
Blueprint’s relevance with ASEAN’s vision beyond 2015. 
 
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) 
 
34. We acknowledged the progress in implementing the programs and measures of 
the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) Blueprint with a view to achieving the AEC by 
2015. We are committed to further intensify efforts in intra-ASEAN economic 
integration and highlighted the importance of our cooperation to speed up the 
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implementation of the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI) Work Plan II, and Strategic 
Plan of Action for ASEAN Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) Development 
2010-2015, and in strengthening efforts to forge equitable economic development. 
 
35. We supported the ongoing efforts in promoting the participation and 
contribution of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in the ASEAN Community 
building process, including enhancing the development of the SMEs and the narrowing 
of the development gap amongst and within ASEAN Member States. The strengthening 
of ASEAN SMEs is critical in addressing the livelihood and economies of the region; 
thus, intensive effort must be given to improve their access to regional market, 
technology, and finance. 
 
Food and Energy Security 
 
36. Bearing in mind that our present and future activities dictate the interests and 
livelihood of our children, food, energy, and water security remain critical to our 
policies in maintaining a resilient and competitive region. We, therefore, support 
relevant Ministries’ endeavours to follow up on the Leaders’ deliberations at the 18th 
ASEAN Summit. ASEAN should continue to play an active role in laying down the path 
for long term programs in securing access of our peoples to food, energy, and water, 
especially access to clean water.  
 
37. We considered in depth the decision of the ASEAN Leaders at their 18th Summit 
to prioritize research and development in the agriculture sector, coordinated food 
policy, and greater investment in agricultural infrastructure. We, therefore, 
emphasized the importance of the ASEAN Integrated Food Security (AIFS) 
Framework and the Strategic Plan of Action on Food Security in the ASEAN Region 
(SPA-FS) 2009 – 2013 in addressing potential food scarcity and resources. We shared 
the view that cooperation in the agricultural sector must also touch upon the 
livelihood of small farmers. Attending to the formulation of a food reserve system in 
ASEAN is of equal significance, one that will help farmers escape poverty. In this 
context, we are hopeful to seeing small farmers gain benefit from the implementation 
of ASEAN’s commitment in SMEs development, in particular by accessing financial 
support, market, and technology critical for their development and progress.   
 
38. In the energy sector, ensuring energy security while giving due consideration to 
addressing environmental and global climate change issues, as well as reducing 
dependency on fossil fuels, remain a key challenge. ASEAN must be able to utilize the 
experience, expertise, and technology of other regional and international 
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organizations in finding viable alternative and renewable energy resources, and 
improving energy efficiency and to realize our commitment in expediting electricity 
access to all of ASEAN particularly rural areas.  
 
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) 
 
39. We noted with satisfaction the significant progress in the implementation of the 
ASCC Blueprint toward the realization of the ASCC by 2015 that is people-centred and 
socially responsible. We acknowledged the priority areas set out for 2011 to 
strengthen cooperation through pertinent issues such as disaster management, 
communicable diseases, persons with disabilities, women and children, migrant 
workers, environmental issues, advancing and prioritizing education, culture, sports 
and the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and other 
people-oriented activities. 
 
Disaster Management 
 
40. In achieving the disaster resilient nations and safer communities by 2015, we 
realized the importance of putting forward the “Whole-of-Government” approach to 
ensure the coordination between the civilian and military actors during an emergency 
response operation. We, therefore, further encouraged the ACDM, ADSOM, ARF as 
well as mechanisms under the ASEAN+3 and EAS to synchronize policies on 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations in accordance with accepted 
international frameworks and consistent with the principle of ASEAN Centrality. 
 
41. We have agreed on the substantive content of the Agreement on the 
Establishment of the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance in 
disaster management (AHA Centre) and will sign the agreement and launch the AHA 
Centre during the 19th ASEAN Summit in Bali, November 2011. We welcome the 
activation of the provisional AHA Centre to bridge the operational gap while waiting 
for the launching of the Centre. We appreciated the commitment and contribution by 
the Indonesian Government as well as our dialogue and external partners, including 
from Japan, New Zealand, and the United States of America in ensuring the day-to-day 
activity of the provisional AHA Centre and welcome the incoming support from 
Australia as well as other dialogue and external partners. 
 
42. We welcomed the ASEAN Militaries Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief 
(HADR) Table-Top Exercise (AHX) held in Singapore and Indonesia in July 2011, the 
first exercise among the ASEAN militaries. The AHX enhanced practical and tangible 
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cooperation among ASEAN militaries in HADR through the familiarization with each 
other’s mode of operation as well as identified areas for improvement in HADR 
capacity-building, and improved military-to-military and civil-military 
communication and coordination. 
 
43. We underlined the significant contribution of the ARF Participants at the ARF 
DiREx 2011 held in Manado, Indonesia, in March 2011. The Exercise proved 
meaningful for enhancing civil and military coordination, especially in the notion of 
civilian-led and military-supported, in the field of disaster relief management. We 
encouraged the active involvement of ARF Participants in similar exercises and took 
note of the recommendation to hold such field exercises on a two-year regular basis. 
We encouraged greater participation from related regional and international 
organizations in future exercises to strengthen and improve synergies and 
collaboration in disaster relief management cooperation in the region. 
 
Climate Change 
 
44. We reiterated the strong commitment in the efforts to address climate change at 
the national, regional and global levels based on the principles of the UNFCCC and its 
Kyoto Protocol. Realizing the vulnerability that is shared within our region, we 
reaffirmed our commitment to strengthen efforts in adapting to the impact of climate 
change. We are pleased that ASEAN is gradually building an understanding and 
common position on climate change, necessary and important to strengthen the voice 
of ASEAN at the global level. In this regard, we supported the ASEAN’s initiative to 
develop an ASEAN Leaders’ Joint Statement on Climate Change for the COP-17. 
 
45. We re-emphasized the importance of “a clean and green ASEAN” with fully 
established mechanisms, that are up to date and fine-tuned to meet the ever-changing 
effect of climate change adaptation, to ensure the protection of the environment, 
sustainability of natural resources, and high quality of life of the people in the region. 
We, therefore, reaffirmed our pledge to support the realization of the ASEAN Vision 
2020. 
 
Promoting the Sustainability of Freshwater Resources  
 
46. We also shared the view that access to clean water is central in supporting the 
full attainment of the MDGs. In this regard, we agreed to reinforce our efforts to 
promote sustainable usage and management of water resources through enhanced 
information-sharing and cooperation, improve access to safe and clean water, 
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sanitation, hygiene and healthy ecosystems through appropriate policies and 
adequate financial resources at all levels. As water is a cross-cutting issue, it is crucial 
to develop innovative environmental governance, integrated water management 
policy, legal frameworks, cross-sectoral policies, financing mechanisms and 
technologies in combination with capacity development. We saw the importance of 
promoting sustainability of water resources to ensure equitable and sufficient access 
to clean water for the people of ASEAN.  
 
Migrant Workers 
 
47. As a follow up to the Leaders’ guidance at the 18th ASEAN Summit, we welcome 
the offer by the Philippines to host the 4th ASEAN Committee on Migrant Workers 
(ACMW) Drafting Team Meeting scheduled to be held in Manila prior to the 19th 
ASEAN Summit. We are confident that the ACMW would produce substantial progress 
in developing the draft ASEAN Instrument within the agreed phases. We also 
welcome the decision of the 7th Senior Labour Officials’ Meeting (SLOM) to continue 
to work on the draft ASEAN Instrument on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights 
of Migrant Workers based on the spirit of the ASEAN Declaration on the Protection 
and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers adopted in Cebu at the 12th ASEAN 
Summit in 2007, focusing on issues which are in line with laws and policies of the 
ASEAN Member States. We also looked forward to the development of a proposal on 
the convening of a workshop on this matter as soon as possible. 
 
Education 
 
48. We recognized the role of education in developing human resources, enhancing 
regional competitiveness and in supporting the ASEAN Community Building process. 
We looked forward to the progress of the implementation of the 5-year Work Plan on 
Education as a strategy to advance the educational sector. We will work with the 
ASEAN Education Ministers to follow-up the Leaders’ recommendations, such as the 
teaching of ASEAN studies, exchange of students programme, and the development of 
a framework of a transfer of credits among universities in ASEAN Member States, 
building upon existing arrangements. We noted Indonesia’s intention to establish an 
ASEAN languages centre to promote proficiency in the languages of ASEAN Member 
States among the people of ASEAN and beyond, in line with the ASCC Blueprint. 
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Communicable Diseases 
 
49. We underlined the continuous effort in ASEAN towards the prevention and 
control of communicable diseases, including dengue, by enhancing regional 
preparedness and capacity through integrated approaches to surveillance prevention, 
and timely response for an outbreak. We welcome the convening of the ASEAN Dengue 
Conference in Jakarta, 13-14 June 2011, and the first official launch of 15 June as 
ASEAN Dengue Day at the regional level. In this regard, we further supported the 
“Jakarta Call for Action on the Control and Prevention of Dengue” in strengthening 
ASEAN’s effort to prevent and control dengue transmission in ASEAN. 
 
50. As part of the preparations for the commemoration of the 10th Anniversary of 
the ASEAN Declaration on HIV and AIDS during the 19th ASEAN Summit, we noted 
with appreciation the efforts of the ASEAN Task Force on AIDS (ATFOA) Core Groups 
Meeting in May 2011 in Jakarta, to develop the Renewal of the ASEAN Declaration of 
Commitment on HIV and AIDS and to prepare two finalized important documents, 
namely the ASEAN Regional Report on HIV/AIDS and the ASEAN Work Program on 
HIV/ AIDS. We also underscored the importance of global and regional determination 
to enhance preparedness and capacity in combating HIV/AIDS.  
 
Sports 
 
51. We underlined the importance of promoting healthier lifestyle and encouraging 
more interaction among peoples of ASEAN. We, therefore, welcome the convening of 
the 26th SEA Games in Palembang and Jakarta, Indonesia, and the 6th ASEAN 
Para-Games in Solo, Indonesia in November 2011. We expressed our commitment to 
support the realization of an ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Sports.   
  
52. As a follow-up to the Leaders’ decision on ASEAN’s bid to host FIFA World Cup 
in 2030, we task the CPR to, in cooperation with the ASEAN Secretariat, engage the 
ASEAN Football Federation in conducting an initial study on the bid.  
 
Women, Children, and Youth 
 
53. We commended the ongoing efforts by the ACWC in finalizing the Rules of 
Procedures of the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the Rights 
of Women and Children (ACWC) g, in order to enhance its tasks in the promotion and 
protection of the rights of women and children in the region. We noted the 
development of the ACWC Work Plan to prioritize the thematic areas to respond to 
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urgent regional issues and continued to urge the proper alignment of the work of the 
ACWC with the AICHR. 
 
54. We look forward to the Preliminary ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Women this 
coming October 2011 in Indonesia to further strengthen ASEAN cooperation on 
empowering women. 
 
55. We acknowledged the active contribution of youth in the ASEAN Community 
Building process. We are heartened by the convening of the ASEAN Heads of 
States/Government Meeting with the ASEAN Youth Representatives during the 18th 
ASEAN Summit and noted with satisfaction the “Joint Statement ASEAN Youth Forum 
and Festival 2011: Enriching Culture through Leadership, Entrepreneurship and 
Education towards ASEAN Community 2015.” We supported the engagement of youth 
in promoting the ASEAN identity, friendship, cooperation, and mutual respect in the 
region and underlined the importance of enhancing youth capacity and 
competitiveness through education, leadership, and entrepreneurship activities. We 
looked forward to a more inclusive program for youth and the possible establishment 
of an ASEAN Youth Program Fund. 
 
Persons with Disabilities 
 
56. We recognized the need to enhance the role, opportunities, and participation of 
persons with disabilities in the region. We looked forward to the finalization of the 
Bali Declaration on the Enhancement of the Role and Participation of Persons with 
Disabilities in the ASEAN Community as well as the Proclamation of the ASEAN 
Decade for Persons with Disabilities 2011-2020, to be adopted at the 19th ASEAN 
Summit. 
 
Cultural Identity 
 
57. Bearing in mind that fostering greater appreciation and understanding of 
ASEAN’s diverse culture and heritage is a key factor for the success of ASEAN 
Community Building, we welcome the development of the ASEAN Declaration on 
“Shared ASEAN Cultural Identity: Towards Strengthening the ASEAN Community,” for 
adoption during the 19th ASEAN Summit. With reference to the deliberations of our 
Leaders during the 18th ASEAN Summit in Jakarta, we further encouraged the notion to 
have an ASEAN television channel or network and supported enhancing media 
cooperation, through the use of appropriate media channels, to forge an ASEAN 
cultural identity among the people in the region.    
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ASEAN Connectivity 
  
58. Taking into consideration the strategic political, economic, and social values of 
ASEAN Connectivity in relation to the establishment of an ASEAN Community by 2015 
and the participation of our external partners, ASEAN must play a leading role and 
remain in the driving force behind initiatives to implement the MPAC. We must 
therefore ensure that initiatives to develop the region’s connectivity adhere to the key 
principles of the MPAC. 
 
59. We emphasized that ASEAN Connectivity would promote economic growth, 
narrow development gap, ASEAN integration and Community building process, 
enhance the competitiveness of ASEAN and promote deeper social and cultural 
understanding as well as greater people mobility, connect its Member States within the 
region and with the rest of the world. We are committed to work together with 
relevant sectoral bodies in promoting the implementation of the Master Plan on 
ASEAN Connectivity (MPAC).  
 
60. We recommended to the ASEAN Connectivity Coordinating Committee (ACCC) 
to work closely with the relevant sectoral bodies and the ASEAN Connectivity 
National Coordinators (ACNC) for a coordinated and effective implementation of the 
MPAC and to accelerate the realization of the ASEAN Connectivity.  
 
61. We are encouraged by the keen interest of ASEAN Dialogue Partners to pursue 
cooperation and partnerships with respect to the implementation of the MPAC. We 
will continue consultations and discussions with dialogue and external partners to 
enhance connectivity within the region and beyond. We also call on international and 
regional financial institutions such as ADB and World Bank, international 
organizations and institutions such as UN-ESCAP and ERIA as well as the private 
sector, to support the implementation of the MPAC. We support the efforts of ASEAN 
to continue to work with Dialogue Partners to organize activities to publicize ASEAN 
Connectivity to both business communities in ASEAN Member States as well as 
Dialogue Partners. 
 
62. We acknowledge the achievements made by the Greater Mekong Sub region 
(GMS), the Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle (IMT-GT) and the 
Brunei-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA), as 
well as other relevant sub-regional cooperation. We recommended to the ACCC to 
closely cooperate and coordinate with all of these sub-regional cooperation 
frameworks to implement the MPAC.  
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63. We acknowledged that ASEAN Connectivity is the first step in the development of 
enhanced connectivity between ASEAN and the wider region, which remains our 
long-term goal. We welcome the initiative introduced by Thailand to explore the 
possibility of having a “Connectivity Master Plan Plus” to connect ASEAN with our 
external partners.  
 
Narrowing the Development Gap 
 
64. We have benefited from ongoing regional integration and therefore we reiterate 
the goal towards a sustainable and viable ASEAN, through the implementation of the 
IAI Work Plan II. We remain committed to share these benefits so that all Member 
States and every segment of society shall benefit from ASEAN’s integration in 
achieving a more balanced, inclusive, and sustained ASEAN Community. We therefore 
reiterated that the issue must be addressed in a comprehensive manner, for narrowing 
the development gap creates the foundation needed in developing an ASEAN that we all 
envision.  
 
Engagement and Participation of the People 
 
65. We reaffirmed that ASEAN undertakings in all the three pillars, as well as the 
promotion of ASEAN Connectivity and the narrowing of development gap, could only 
be attained and sustained with the engagement and participation of the people. Indeed, 
all of our community-building endeavours are at the service of the people of ASEAN.  
 
66. In view of this, we expressed appreciation for activities undertaken by ASEAN 
Member States in promoting public awareness of ASEAN and engaging higher 
participation of the ASEAN people. We noted with appreciation the collaboration 
between Indonesia, as ASEAN Chair, and the ASEAN Secretariat to implement the 
various projects in promoting public awareness towards ASEAN and in engaging the 
deeper and closer interaction between ASEAN and the people. As part of an effort to 
enhance public awareness and sense of ownership and belonging to ASEAN, we 
welcome the “Guidelines on the Use of the ASEAN Flag.” In this regard, we shall start 
officially to raise the ASEAN Flag in all ASEAN National Secretariats and selected 
ASEAN diplomatic and consular missions on the ASEAN Day, on 8 August 2011. 

 
67. Recognizing the wide range and versatility of ASEAN socio-cultural wealth, we 
supported the proposal of Indonesia as the Chair of ASEAN to hold the first ASEAN Fair 
in conjunction with the 19th ASEAN Summit and Related Summits to be held in Bali in 
November 2011. The four-week event will showcase arts and cultural performances of 
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all ASEAN Member States as well as highlight the achievements and potentials of the 
region’s creative and cultural industries. We envision the ASEAN Fair to bring together 
elements of society in various activities that demonstrates a people-oriented and 
people-centred ASEAN. In this connection, we expressed our commitment to take part 
and actively collaborate for the success of this event. 
 
Committee of Permanent Representatives (CPR) 
 
68. We underscored the important role of the Committee of Permanent 
Representatives to ASEAN (CPR) in Jakarta in ensuring closer cooperation and 
coordination of activities across the three pillars and among sectoral bodies of ASEAN, 
ASEAN National Secretariats, and the ASEAN Secretariat. We welcome the progress 
achieved by the CPR in facilitating the enhancement of ASEAN cooperation with 
ASEAN Dialogue Partners and other external partners as well as in the 
implementation of and the follow-up measures to the commitments and agreements 
between ASEAN and its external partners. 
  
ASEAN Secretariat 
 
69. We reiterated our support for the strengthening of the ASEAN Secretariat and 
agreed to undertake a comprehensive review by the Secretary-General of ASEAN in 
collaboration with the CPR with a view towards reporting to the 19th ASEAN Summit, 
through the ASEAN Coordinating Council (ACC). 
 

 
II. ASEAN AND THE WIDER REGION 
  
70. We re-emphasized that a stable and peaceful regional environment is essential 
for the pursuit of sustainable economic development and social progress in South East 
Asia and the wider region. ASEAN has been instrumental in maintaining such an 
environment by, among others, advancing the ZOPFAN, TAC, and SEANWFZ. Therefore, 
we stressed the importance for ASEAN to continue to maintaining peace among 
ourselves and, externally, to utilize its central role in creating such a condition in a 
wider region. 
 
71. To this end, we reiterated the growing significance of ASEAN-led processes such 
as ASEAN Plus One, ASEAN Plus Three, the East Asia Summit and the ASEAN Regional 
Forum. Such processes have created great dynamism of cooperation in various fields 
and reinforced ASEAN Community building process towards 2015. 
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72. In this connection, we discussed the preparation for the ASEAN Plus One 
Ministerial Meetings, the 12th ASEAN Plus Three Foreign Ministers Meeting, the    
East Asia Summit Foreign Ministers’ Consultation and the 18th ASEAN Regional Forum, 
to be held in Bali, Indonesia on 21-23 July 2011. 
 
73. In this spirit, we welcome the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation and the Secretary of State of the United States of America to the East Asia 
Summit Foreign Ministers’ Consultation and looked forward to their active 
participation and positive contribution. 
 
East Asia Summit (EAS)  
 
74. We reaffirmed our commitment to the 2005 Kuala Lumpur Declaration on the 
Establishment of the EAS which contains the principles of the EAS as a Leaders-led 
forum for dialogue and cooperation on broad strategic, political and economic issues 
of common interest and concern with the aim of promoting peace, stability and 
economic prosperity and integration in East Asia. We further reaffirmed ASEAN’s 
central role in the EAS, and ASEAN’s commitment to working in close partnership with 
all EAS participating countries, to ensure that an expanded EAS would continue to be 
an important component of the evolving regional architecture.  
 
75. We welcome the progress of and agreed to further strengthen cooperation in the 
framework of the EAS especially in the five priority areas, namely finance, energy, 
education, global health and pandemic diseases, disaster management and ASEAN 
Connectivity, deepening regional economic integration based on the concurrent 
studies of Comprehensive Economic Partnership in the East Asia (CEPEA) and East 
Asia Free Trade Area (EAFTA). 
 
76. In light of the recent developments, we emphasized the imperative to strengthen 
our efforts in disaster management in order to respond more effectively, in practical 
terms, to any future natural disasters. We agreed to recommend food security as an 
important thematic area of discussion. We also discussed ways of promoting a 
conducive environment for peace and prosperity in the region including enhancing 
EAS cooperation by setting in motion EAS deliberations and cooperation on the 
traditional and non-traditional security issues building on the ASEAN body of work, 
inter alia, in the fields of maritime security, trans-national crimes, terrorism, piracy, as 
well as non-proliferation and disarmament. 
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77. We agreed to submit the draft of Declaration of the East Asia Summit on the 
Principles for Mutually Beneficial Relations for the Leaders’ consideration and 
consent to be issued at the 6th East Asia Summit in Bali in November 2011. 
 
ASEAN External Relations 
 
78. We noted the development and encouraged further enhancement of ASEAN 
relations with external parties, particularly with its dialogue partners, sectoral partners 
and other international and regional organizations, such as Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO), Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), Mercado Comun del Sur/Common 
Market of the South (MERCOSUR), Rio Group, South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC), the United Nations, and the G-20. In this spirit, we expressed 
our conviction that the Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Partnership between 
ASEAN and the United Nations to be adopted by the ASEAN Leaders at the 19th 
Summit would enhance ASEAN’s stature and contribute to the global community. 
 
79. We also welcome the accreditation of the Ambassadors of the ASEAN's external 
partners to ASEAN and look forward to the effective engagement between the CPR and 
Ambassadors to ASEAN for mutual benefits in Jakarta. We are encouraged with the 
establishment of more ASEAN Committees in Third Countries and international 
organizations (ACTC) to support and contribute towards a strengthened cooperation 
with ASEAN’s external partners. 
 
ASEAN-Australia 
 
80. We appreciated Australia’s continued commitment for the ASEAN-Australia 
Development Cooperation Programs (AADCP) II for the period of 2008-2015. In this 
regard, we noted the progress in establishing the Joint Cooperation Committee as a 
new mechanism to focus on key development areas and strategic direction in 
ASEAN-Australia development cooperation across the three pillars of ASEAN. 
 
ASEAN-Canada 
 
81. We noted with satisfaction the implementation of the Plan of Action to implement 
the Joint Declaration on ASEAN-Canada Enhanced Partnership 2010-2015. We look 
forward to Canada’s further accession to the Third Protocol of the TAC following its 
accession to the TAC last year. We endorsed the List of Activities to Commemorate the 
35th Anniversary of ASEAN-Canada Relations in 2012 to be submitted to the PMC + 1 
Session with Canada on 22 July 2011 for adoption and look forward to convening the 
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commemorative activities. We also look forward to a successful conclusion of the 
ASEAN-Canada Joint Declaration on Trade and Investment. 
 
ASEAN-China 
 
82. We are pleased to note that the new ASEAN-China Strategic Partnership Plan of 
Action (PoA) for 2011-2015 has been implemented through various programs of 
activities. We recalled the successful outcome of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers Road 
Trip to China and ASEAN-China Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on Connectivity in 
Kunming in January 2011. We welcome the activities undertaken by ASEAN Member 
States and China to celebrate the Year of Friendship and Exchange and the 20th 
Anniversary of the ASEAN-China Dialogue Relations, in particular the 3rd ASEAN-China 
Young Entrepreneurs Forum in Jakarta, 19-23 April 2011, ASEAN-China Youth Leaders 
Symposium in Cambodia on 25-26 June 2011, the Seminar on Enhancing Connectivity 
between ASEAN and China in Viet Nam on 5 July 2011, and Seminar on Strengthening 
ASEAN-China cooperation in the field of non-traditional security in the context of 
enhanced connectivity in Viet Nam on 6 July 2011. We look forward to the 
implementation of the ASEAN-China Youth Caring and Sharing Programme in 
November 2011. In this connection, we are determined to work for the successful 
outcomes of the ASEAN-China Commemorative Summit in November 2011, including 
the adoption by the Leaders of the Joint Statement.  
 
83. We look forward to the launching of the ASEAN-China Center later this year in 
Beijing and expressed our commitment to utilize the centre to enhance the 
ASEAN-China strategic for the mutual benefits on economic cooperation, socio-cultural 
cooperation and people-to-people contact. We also appreciated China’s strong support 
to the implementation of the MPAC through the establishment of the ASEAN-China 
Investment Cooperation Fund and looked forward of utilizing the Fund to the 
implementation of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity.  
 
ASEAN-European Union 
 
84. We expressed our satisfaction with the implementation of the Plan of Action to 
Implement Nuremberg Declaration on an ASEAN-EU Enhanced Partnership and its 
subsequence two-year periodic list of activities. We reaffirmed commitment to 
continue strengthening the dialogue relations through joint cooperation programmes 
and activities in mutually beneficial areas including education, energy, trade and 
investment, statistics, border management, civil aviation, and intellectual property 
rights. 
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85. We welcome various activities as reflected in EU’s Multi-Annual Indicative 
Program (MIP) 2011-2013. We further welcome the enhancement of cooperation 
among ASEAN-EU business community as reflected by the ASEAN-EU Business 
Summit in Jakarta on 5 May 2011. 
 
86. We look forward to the convening of the 19th ASEAN-EU Ministerial Meeting in 
Brunei Darussalam in 2012 and the adoption of a new ASEAN-EU Plan of Action aimed 
at further enhancing the overall dialogue relations, and supporting the ASEAN goals in 
regional integration and community building process. 
 
ASEAN-India 
 
87. We deliberated further actions to implement the Plan of Action 2010-2015. We 
look forward to the convening of the first meeting of the ASEAN-India Eminent 
Persons Group in Phnom Penh in August 2011 and its recommendations to be 
submitted to the ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit in 2012 to chart the future 
direction of the ASEAN-India cooperation. We also look forward to the conclusion of 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on ASEAN-India Tourism Cooperation by 
2012 in Manado, Indonesia. We commend India for its initiative in establishing 
ASEAN-India Green Fund and ASEAN-India Science and Technology Development Fund. 
We also highly appreciated India’s strong commitments to support the implementation 
of the MPAC. 
 
88. We also look forward to the implementation of series of activities to 
commemorate the 20th anniversary of the ASEAN-India Dialogue Relations that would 
strengthen the dialogue partnership and cooperation between ASEAN and India. 
 
ASEAN-Japan 
 
89. We reiterated our sympathy, solidarity, and support to the Government and 
people of Japan in their recovery and reconstruction efforts due to the natural disasters 
in the region, particularly the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami which hit 
Japan on 11 March 2011. We further expressed our confidence of the early recovery of 
Japan. We reaffirmed our commitment to further implement the outcomes of the 
Special ASEAN-Japan Ministerial Meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia, on 9 April 2011. 
 
90. We looked forward to finalization of the draft ASEAN-Japan Declaration and its 
Plan of Action 2011-2015 that have been submitted by ASEAN and expressed our 
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commitment to submit them to the 14th ASEAN-Japan Summit in Bali, Indonesia, 
November 2011 for their consideration and endorsement. We also looked forward for 
the continuation of the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF) to support the ASEAN 
integration process. We welcome the progress of youth exchanges under the Japan 
East-Asia Network of Exchange for Students and Youths (JENESYS) program. We 
reaffirmed our commitments to implement the ASEAN-Japan Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (AJCEP). We appreciated Japan’s assistance on the Initiative for 
ASEAN Integration and Other Sub-Regional Growth Areas. We further welcome Japan’s 
strong support for the implementation of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity and 
acknowledged the fruitful meeting conducted between the ACCC and Japan’s Task 
Force for ASEAN Connectivity which took place in Medan in July 2011. We also 
expressed our appreciation to Japan’s steadfast commitment and contribution to 
co-hosting the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) Disaster Relief Exercise (DiREx) in 
Manado, Indonesia, 14-19 March 2011.  

 
ASEAN-New Zealand 
 

91. We deliberated further implementation of the Joint Declaration for ASEAN-New 
Zealand Comprehensive Partnership and its Plan of Action for 2010-2015 and look 
forward to more collaborative activities being undertaken between ASEAN and New 
Zealand. We appreciated, in particular, New Zealand’s elaboration of three of its four 
flagship initiatives, namely on disaster risk management programme, ASEAN-New 
Zealand’s scholarship programme, and agriculture diplomacy, which were conceived to 
reinforce New Zealand’s engagement in the region. We were encouraged by the steps 
being undertaken to implement them.  
 
ASEAN-Republic of Korea 
 
92. We are encouraged by the realization of the two-year Implementation Program 
(2011-2012) of the Joint Declaration of the ASEAN-ROK Strategic Partnership and its 
Plan of Action for 2011-2015. We are pleased to note the endorsement of the 
ASEAN-ROK Transport Cooperation Roadmap and the ASEAN-ROK Joint Project in 
Transport Cooperation for 2010-2014. We looked forward to the finalization of the 
Annual Work Plan for the Roadmap to be adopted at the 3rd ATM-ROK this year. We 
noted with appreciation the ASEAN-Korea Centre which has successfully organized a 
series of activities. We encouraged the secondment of officials by respective ASEAN 
Member States to ASEAN-ROK Centre. We acknowledged the finalization of negotiation 
of the agreement on ASEAN-Korea Forest Cooperation, and looked forward to its 
signing by ASEAN and ROK before the 14th ASEAN-ROK Summit this year. 

Annex 157



As of 19 July 2011 

Page 24 of 29 
 

ASEAN-Russia 
 

93. We welcome the Russian Federation’s support to the ASEAN integration, ASEAN 
Community building process and the implementation of the MPAC. We are committed 
to enhance cooperation between ASEAN and Russia Federation and underscored the 
need for greater cooperation in disaster management and emergency response, as 
well as in the areas of counter-terrorism and transnational crimes.  
 
94. We welcome the commemorative activities in celebration of the 15th Anniversary 
of ASEAN-Russia Dialogue Partnership in 2011. In this regard, we endorsed the joint 
statement of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of ASEAN and Russian Federation on the 
occasion of the 15th Anniversary of ASEAN-Russia Dialogue Partnership to be adopted 
at the PMC + 1 Session with Russia on 22 July 2011.  
 
ASEAN-United States 
 
95. We deliberated on efforts to further deepen the ASEAN-US partnership, 
particularly in enhancing the effectiveness of ASEAN-US cooperation under the 
existing eight (8) priority areas of cooperation. We also look forward to the convening 
of the ASEAN-US Eminent Persons Group to develop concrete and practical 
recommendations to elevate ASEAN-US cooperation into a strategic partnership to be 
submitted to our Leaders at the earliest opportunity. We looked forward to the ASEAN 
PMC+ 1 Session with the United States and its endorsement of the Plan of Action to 
Implement the ASEAN-US Enhanced Partnership for Enduring Peace and Prosperity 
(2011-2015) to the 3rd AULM for its adoption. 
 
96. We agreed to encourage deeper economic and trade cooperation, including efforts 
to enhance the implementation of the ASEAN-US Trade and Investment Framework  
Arrangement, with the aim of further increasing trade and investment flows. 
 
ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation  
 
97. We acknowledged the progress made by the ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation and 
in the implementation of the 2nd Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation and the 
ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation Work Plan (2007-2017). We reaffirmed the 
importance of the ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation in maintaining and enhancing peace 
and stability as indispensable conditions for economic development in the region and 
agreed to deepen political and security cooperation among ASEAN Plus Three 
countries. 
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98. We welcome the recent important developments within the framework of 
ASEAN Plus Three cooperation in various fields, such as the operationalization of the 
ASEAN Plus Three Macroeconomic Research Office (AMRO) in May 2011, as well as 
the initiatives for the revitalization of the East Asia Forum (EAF) and establishment of 
the East Asia Vision Group (EAVG) II. We looked forward to the signing of the ASEAN 
Plus Three Emergency Rice Reserve (APTERR) Agreement in October 2011 and the 
ASEAN Plus Three Memorandum of Understanding on Tourism in January 2012 in 
Indonesia. 
 
ASEAN Regional Forum 
 
99. We reasserted the importance of the ARF as a primary forum for cooperation in 
political and security issues in the Asia-Pacific region through dialogue and 
consultations. We also reiterated ASEAN’s centrality and active role as the driving 
force within the ARF process. We reiterated our commitment to implement the Ha 
Noi Plan of Action to Implement the ARF Vision Statement. We welcome the 
finalization of the ARF Preventive Diplomacy Work Plan as a significant step in 
undertaking activities toward a Preventive Diplomacy phase, while continuing efforts 
in Confidence Building Measures. We underlined our Leaders’ direction to call for 
synergy and complementarity between ARF and the ADMM Plus. We, therefore, 
encouraged further joint efforts between the ASEAN SOM and ADSOM to discuss the 
ideal synergy between the ARF and the ADMM Plus, through coordination, and 
constructive engagement and communication. Given the complexities involved, we 
recognized that the ARF and ADMM Plus have unique characteristics and strengths, 
and both forums can evolve in a way they can contribute most meaningfully to 
promote regional peace and stability.  
 
 
III. ASEAN COMMUNITY IN A GLOBAL COMMUNITY OF NATIONS  
 
100. We recalled the decision of the ASEAN Leaders at the 18th ASEAN Summit to 
develop an ASEAN common platform on global issues and to enhance ASEAN’s capacity 
to respond to key global issues by promoting greater coordination, coherence, and 
cohesiveness on positions and efforts undertaken by ASEAN to address challenges and 
opportunities of the 21st century. As a follow-up to the task given by the ASEAN Leaders, 
we have commenced the preparation and development of a Declaration on ASEAN 
Community in a Global Community of Nations to be submitted for the Leaders’ 
consideration and consent at the 19th ASEAN Summit, Bali, November 2011. 
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Partnership with the United Nations 
 
101. In line with the vision to enhance ASEAN’s role in the global community and in 
support of the endeavours to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, we agreed 
to submit the draft Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Partnership between ASEAN 
and the United Nations for the ASEAN Leaders and the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations for their consideration and adoption at the 4th ASEAN-UN Summit in Bali, 
Indonesia in November 2011. 
 
 
IV. REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 

 
102. We continued to emphasize the underlying norm and principles of ASEAN that 
differences between ASEAN Member States should be amicably resolved in the spirit of 
ASEAN Solidarity, in accordance with the principles contained in the TAC and the 
ASEAN Charter. 
 
103. We welcome Cambodia’s and Thailand’s commitment to peacefully resolve their 
differences through political dialogue and negotiations with a view to achieving a 
mutually acceptable solution through the fullest utilization of their existing bilateral 
mechanism, with appropriate engagement of Indonesia, current Chair of ASEAN. We 
expressed our appreciation and support for the continuing effort of Indonesia, current 
Chair of ASEAN, to facilitate the process through its appropriate engagement which 
would help advance our collective efforts to attain the ASEAN Community. 
 
104. We were briefed by the Union Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the 
Union of Myanmar on the steady progress and the political development made in the 
country and its enhanced relations with other countries following the General Election 
in 2010 and the formation of the new government on 30th March 2011. We welcome 
the positive developments in Myanmar and continue to render our full support to 
Myanmar on its efforts for national reconciliation and reconsolidation. We consider 
positively the willingness and readiness of Myanmar to take the Chairmanship of 
ASEAN in 2014, based on its firm commitment to the principles of ASEAN, and to 
recommend to the ASEAN Leaders for their consideration. We also welcome 
Myanmar's invitation extended to the ASEAN Chair to visit Myanmar at the earliest 
convenient time. 

 
105. We reaffirmed our support to the efforts made to achieve denuclearization in the 
Korean Peninsula in a peaceful manner and urged the early resumption of the Six 
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Party Talks. To this end, we reiterated that the ARF, of which six participants are all 
members of the Six Party Talks, could be explored to create conducive atmosphere for 
dialogue and consultation among the parties concerned. 

 
106. We reaffirmed our standing support and solidarity with the just cause of 
Palestine and stressed the intensification of continuous efforts undertaken at the 
international level to help advance a fair and credible peace process, that is firmly 
based on the relevant UN resolutions, including Security Council resolutions, the 
Madrid Terms of Reference, the principle of Land for Peace, the Arab Peace Initiative 
and the Quartet Roadmap. 

 
107. We also expressed our continued support towards the efforts in ensuring a 
significant development in the Middle East Peace Process leading to the 
establishment of an independent Palestinian State, in accordance with the UN 
Security Council Resolution 242, co-existing in peace and security with Israel and 
supported the inter-Palestinian dialogue and reconciliation as an important part of 
the process. 

 
108. We urged ASEAN Member States to support the State-building efforts being 
undertaken on the ground as a positive contribution toward making Palestine’s 
independence a reality on the basis of international law and UN Resolutions.  
 
109. We followed closely the developments in the domestic political crises in some 
countries in the Middle East and Northern Africa. We expressed hope that peaceful, 
inclusive and democratic transition would prevail and lead to social and political 
stability. The assistance granted by ASEAN missions in those affected countries to 
nationals of other ASEAN Member States would serve as the model for further 
cooperation in such crisis situations. 
 
110. We highlight the need to advance economic development in Afghanistan, 
particularly within the framework of capacity building, such as the importance of 
training programs and other technical assistance in order to improve the welfare of 
local communities and its human resources. We further encouraged the 
implementation of democratic governance which is important in fostering peace, 
stability and security in Afghanistan. 
 
111. We recognized the invaluable contribution of the G-20 to the global recovery and 
the efforts to achieve a G-20 framework for a strong, sustainable, and balanced growth. 
We believed that ASEAN’s continued participation in the G-20 is critical to ensure that 
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the voice of the region is accommodated in addressing key issues pertinent to ASEAN 
and its people.  
 
112. We emphasized the need of concerted efforts at the national, regional, as well as 
global level in responding to a series of crises ranging from commodities to finance 
which have deep impacts on the ability of developing countries to attain the MDGs by 
2015. Despite being the most resilient region during the global financial crisis in 2008, 
countries in Asia and ASEAN Member States still face daunting development challenges 
and severe disparities between and within countries. In this respect, full 
implementation of the ASEAN Roadmap for the MDGs shall serve as ASEAN’s 
contribution for both regional and global efforts towards attaining the MDGs. 
 
113. We are pleased with the successful outcomes of the Commemorative Meeting of 
the 50th Anniversary of the establishment of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and 
the XVI Ministerial Conference of NAM in Bali, May 2011. We reaffirmed our 
confidence in the relevance of the NAM’s principles and role to promote a more 
peaceful and equitable world order and in the pursuit of the interests of developing 
countries in the multilateral fora and in the solution of global challenges. 
 
114. We welcome the outcomes of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Foreign Ministers 
Meeting (FMM) in Budapest, June 2011, and underscored the importance to further 
strengthen the cooperation between the two regions based on equal partnership and 
mutual benefit. We also welcome and reaffirmed our commitment to support the Lao 
PDR in hosting the 9th ASEM Summit, which will be held on 5-6 November 2012 in 
Vientiane.  

 
115. While underscoring the need to strengthen international frameworks on nuclear 
safety and emergency preparedness, we also recognized the need to promote 
universal adherence to and compliance with international standards in line with the 
IAEA guidelines and procedures. We affirmed the central role of the IAEA to promote 
coordination and cooperation in the area, with relevant regional and international 
organization, including with ASEAN. In this regard, we also expressed support for the 
IAEA Ministerial Conference on Nuclear Safety on 20-21 June 2011 in Vienna where 
ASEAN, through a joint statement, reiterated its commitment towards enhancing 
cooperation with the IAEA in the areas of developing a legal framework to meet 
international standards on nuclear safety, establishing regional networks for early 
warning, developing a regional emergency preparedness and response plan, as well as 
in organizing capacity building activities. 
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116. We reiterate our long-standing call for general and complete disarmament under 
strict and effective international control, including the prohibition and elimination of 
all weapons of mass destruction (WMD), in particular nuclear weapons. We are 
mindful that disarmament and non-proliferation are intrinsically linked and 
mutually-reinforcing process. We encourage all Parties to the NPT to implement the 
action plans agreed during the 2010 NPT Review Conference. 
 
117. We underscored the need to further advance reforms of the UN Security Council 
(UNSC) to make the Council more representative, accountable, and effective. We 
stressed the importance of the ongoing discussions and negotiation process in the UN 
General Assembly on all five key issues: categories of membership, the question of the 
veto held by the five permanent members, regional representation, the size of an 
enlarged Council and its working methods, the Security Council-General Assembly 
relationship. We recognized the need to achieve the widest possible political 
acceptance on UN Security Council reform. 
 
118. We reaffirmed ASEAN’s support for Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, 
and Viet Nam’s candidature to become Non-Permanent Members of the UN Security 
Council for the year 2013-2014, 2015-2016, 2017-2018, 2019-2020, 2020-2021, 
respectively. In this context, we reaffirmed our support for Cambodia’s bid for the 
Non-Permanent seat for the UNSC for 2013-2014, with the election to be held at the 
67th Session of the UN General Assembly and requested Cambodia to coordinate this 
endeavour with the Permanent Representatives of ASEAN Member States in New 
York. 
 
119. We also encouraged the practice of sharing information and supporting ASEAN 
Member States’ candidature to UN Bodies and Organs and the Governing Boards of the 
UN Specialized Agencies Funds and Programs. In this regard, we supported Viet Nam’s 
candidature to the UN Human Rights Council in 2013-2016. 
 
 
V. 45th ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING 
 
120. We looked forward to the 45th AMM/PMC/19th ARF to be held on 21-25 July 
2012 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 
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